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PREFACE. 


THE Author of the following Trca- 
tifc ever hath been of opinion, 
that as divine Revelation is the ^ only and 
the perfedt rule of revealed religiony fo, 
by the general voice of Revelation, every 
capital article of our religion is declared ^ 
and that, therefore, to eftablifli thefe arti- 
cles, we muft confult the Scriptures at 
large, and be fatisfied that we have their 
univerfal and harmonious teftimorty in proof 
of them. Upon thefe indubitable prin-* 
ciples, be has been at pains to examine 
the chief articles of religion, which have 
beea generally received in the Chriftian and 
proteftant churches, and is happy to find' 

• they are fo well fupported. One article, . 
however, he greatly apprehends, has not 

Q been examined and determined by this 

^ unerring ftandard, even the, Generation and 

) Sonfhip of our Blefled Saviour. As this 

>v is an article of capital importance^ and has^ 

^ been long a fubjeft of controyerfy in the 

' Ghriftian church, the Author refolved to 

"^ inquire into it with the greater attention. 

• The appellation, Son <tf God, he cafily 
-.s perceived 

a 

^* 
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perceived muft be a perfonal charafter ; 
and fo muft be applied to^ Chnft, in one 
of thefe three rcfpefts, viz. as he is Go^, 
the fecond perfon of the Godhead, be- 
gotten by the firft from all eternity -, or as 
he is Man, created by the divine power^^ 
or laftly, as he is God-man, generated 
by the unition of both Ihefe natures in one 
complex perfon. This is evidently an ar- 
ticle of revealed religioii : and as the faireft 
way to determine it, he refolved to con- 
fult every paffagc in the Old and New 
Teftaments, in which our Bleffed Saviour 
as held forth as the Son of God, arid ex- 
amine to which of thefe explications they 
would moft naturally apply. 

He has done fo ; and after a careful col- 
}.e<5lion and candid examination of the 
many texts of Scripture, which reprefent 
our Saviour as the Son of God*, he could 
not find any general or convincing cvi-» 
dence, that this charadter belongs to him^ 
cither as he is God only, or as he is man 
only ; but that the general, unanimous^ 
and confiltent voice or revelation, declares 
him to be Son lof God, as he is God-man» 
begotten of the Father, by the, unition of 
the Divine Word with human nature in 
his incarnation. This capital point fixed, 
he proceeded to confider the accounts given 

in . 
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in Scripture of the generation of the Son 
of God, the perfonal exdeHence' and dig- 
nity he poflerfes, the offices he bears, and 
the honours he enjoys, and to examine 
whether they alfo would beft apply to this 
notion of his Sonfliip, which he found 
they do, 

Thefe enquiries gave rHe to the follow- 
ing Difcourfes. The Author his delivered 
the greateft part of them to a numerous 
congregation, who were univerfally fatis- 
fiedthauhe explication given of this matter, 
is the Scriptural and juft one. He has , 
fubmitted them to fomeof the moft judi- 
cious and learned oi his brethren, who 
have all acknowledged the evidence of 
their truth ; and urged the publication of 
them, as what might be of real fervice to 
the interefts of Chriftianity. Whether the 
evidence he has produced in proof of his 
explication of our Saviour's Sonfliip is de- 
cifivc, the impartial world wiff judge. Th6 
Author Ihallonly fay, that the explication 
of it here given ftands clear of thofe dif- 
ficulties with which all others are attended, 
and is fupported by much ftronger evi- 
dence, than any other that hath yet been 
propofed. He knows of no bad^con- 
fequence it can have, and hopes^may 
have good ones. Reconciling our Savi- 

cur's 
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our^s proper Sohfliip, with his fupreme 
Deity, it will be no unfeafonable antidote 
to thofc Arian and Socihian errors wnichi 
continue to pcfter the Chriftian Church, 
and which have all along iprung, in a great 
degree, from miftaken notions of our Sa- 
viour*s Sonfhip. Containing an explication 
of the chief article of revealed religion, 
it- will be a general key to the Bible, by 
which many parts of it will be better un* 
derftood. And as it not only cftablifhes 
the proper Sonlhip ef Chrift, butdeline-- 
ates Ithe dignity of his perfon as Son of 
God, unfolds the important offices for which 
he aflfumed that character,, and points out 
the duties we muft perform to him, if we 
would have the benefit of theie offices, 
it contains an abridgement of the Chriftian 
fcheme, and (hews its expediency for 
the honour of God, and the happinefs 
of his creatures, and the neceffity of our 
compliance with it, if we would obtain 
that, fal^ation for which it is appoixitcA. 
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tRUE SON SHIP 
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C H R IS t 

INVESTIG ATEI>, &c. 

O a,r.t;ic!^ of the. Chfiftfaa Faitl^ is of 
greater Impsortiiii;? tha^i the SoplUip 
of Chrift. Upojii thi^ depend the 
wh<^c. mediatorial charafterj dignity and offices 
of our Bkffed Rc4e^«ner,. th^ faTv^^ioii by him 
that a? Chi-ifti^s, w|c. ejfpefl^ and th^ duty 
that ^s ChFi^i^^vf, we ow« to him. But im> 
artjql^ perh2ip8 of our holy religion has b^en raore 
the fubje^ of controve^-fy i^ every age of the 
Chrifli^n Church, That Jefvis. is the Son of 
Go4j is fo clearly declared ia every part of the 
word of God, tl^at ali Chriftians have acknow- 
ledged it. But in what fenfe ne is the Son of 
God, and is aftrm^d in Scripture to^ be fo, has 
long been matter of nauch wnhap^p^j' coxvtention 
md dct)4te. As Chrift in his complex perform 
pa0e0es twa natures, the divine and the human, 
fooif Iwve -held him to be the Son of God from 
the generation of his divine perfcn by the Father 
from all eternity, an.d fome from the fupernatu^ 
ralibirmatioaqf his huma» nature in the fulneft of 
time. Others, thinking the firft opinipn tpo high 
to cor^fift with real divinity, and the fecond too 
Iqiy to fMpport thcfe diftinguiihiag charaaers^ 

B God's 


2 CHRIST GOD AND MAN 

' God's begotten and hi$ only begotten Son, have 
held him to be the Son of God from his office 
of mediator, or the honours God has beftowed 
on him in raifing him from the idead, anid ex- 
alting him to be heir and Lord of all. The 
difpute, though long agitated, is not over ; which 
ihowsthat the point is not yet placed in a light 
imd eftabliflied by evidence which produce gene- 
ral convidlion. It has revived of late in the 
Proteftant Churches, and begins to be canvafied 
with a degree of free enquiry lefs known in for- 
mer ages. The belief of it required by God in order 
to our falvation, makes it prefumable that he 
hath revealed it with fUfficient clearnefs ; if we 
carefully and impartially attend to his revela- 
tions. Our Saviour's character and offices inti- 

• mately connedted with his Sonfhip, the hopes we 
entertain from him, and the juft honours we 
ought to pay to him, give this article an impor- 
tance that entitles it to the moft ferious atten- 
tion of every Chriftian ; and which ought to ex- 
cite every friend to Chriftianity and to mankind, 
if poffible, to eftablifh this truth upon its true 

' and fcriptural foundation, and to confirm it by 
evidence which every candid and judicious 
. perfon muft acknowledge to be decifive. 

But" this, though a capital part, is not the 
whole of our defign. The proper explication of 
the Sonlhip of Chrift will include a delineation of 
his general perfon, his natures, and offices. Thefc 
are all related parts of this great fubjeft, and the 
elucidation of them is neceflary to unfold fully his 
charafter as the Son of God our Saviour, and to 
(how how he is thereby qualified for the offices 
he executes ; and the whole will be proper to juf- 
^ify thewifdom of God in this wonderful con* 
.fiitution, and to give us thofe juft fcntiments of 

this 
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this glorious perfon in his whole chara£lcr, that 
will at once direft the facred regards, that as 
Chriftians we owe to our divine Saviour and Lord, 
and fupport the high hopes we juftly repofe in 
him. With this view 1 fhall endeavour to 
purfue the following plan, which bids faireft tor 
a jud: decifion and explication of this important 
fubjea. I fliall 

I. Prove that in the complex perfon of Chrift 
there are two diftindl natures, the divine and hu- 
man, united and co-exifting in one perfon. 

II. Show that this perfon is in Scripture called 
jthe Son of Xjod, his begotten, his only begotten 
Son, fix the proper notion of generation, and re- 
prefent the improper and unfcriptural fenfes in 
which this charader has been afcribed to him. 

III. Eftablifh the Sonfhip of pur Blcfled Sa- 
viour, on what fecms plainly to be its proper 
and fcriptural foundation. 

IV. Explain more particularly his generation, 
and the wonderful conftitution of his perfon. 

y . Reprefent the dignity, excellence and glory 
of bis perfon and charader. 

VI. Treat of the great offices for which he 
was intended by his Father, with his #?£Fe£lual 
performance of them. 

VII. Unfold the high honours and rewards to 
which he is exalted, with his juft claim to them. 
And 

VIH. Conclude all by pointing out, and re- 
. commending the great duties which we owe to 
himin his whole gbrious character. 

Ba cha1». 
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CHAP. I. 


S:bat iu the complex Perfan of Cbriji thin arc 

. f^u^ Nacres J the Divine and Humany or 

' the Second Per/on of the Trinity^ 'and a 

Iftimatf Soul and Body^^ all co-exiting in one 

Perfm. 

rirnHE pcrfw of Chrlft Js tbe Um^?^K^ Qf ^H 

i the chgr^^ers which in ScriptyEe ^e^orifc^ 
to him ; and a. proper knowledge of bis perfon cowft 
be the beft method of afcertamiag in what fenfe 
'the chara6|erfi attributed to hiJ» in Scripture mu|l: 
be underftood.. Before we proceed then to 
deteFoiinQ his Soni]iip, unfold his dignity^ or 
reprefent hi« offices.; let us take a view of hrs 
perfon in general, and of the natures contained in 
it. Now, if we confuk tb.® record that God bath 
given us of his Son, we fhaill find that there ^rc • 
two diftinft natures affirmed of him in Scripture, 
tiiQ nature of GoA 9nd the nat^e of man. In 
other words, the complex perfon of Cbrift is 
compofed of the fecond perfon of the God- 
l^ad, a glorious created i]pirit called his foul, and 
^ real humaa bsd^, all united and co-exifting 
in one general perfon. Tbefe things we fhall 
evinc^ io^order. ; . 

L Th? firft an4 the bigheft nature w)iich tl^e 
Scriptures afcribe to our Blefled Saviour if the 
Divine; and this we fh^U find ^ffirn^ed pf him 
•'With an evidence clear and convincing, a^ the ' 
truth to be eftibKfhed is great and important* 
That there is one God, or divine,' infinite, all- 
... J " perfcft 
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ftffe&. effence, is the firft principle of all true 
reiigipn, and the joint di£^ate of reafon Und re- 
velation. But revelatroA farther affufes us of what 
ttnafSfted reafon co\ild not have difcovered, vi%. 
that in the unity of this' Divine Eflence, thtre co* 
exift three diftin<St perfonal fubfiftences^ fo diC- 
tingui(hed from each dthet* as to entitle them to 
diftin<5t perfonal names, charadier^ and offices^ 
yet not (q different bat that their nature is nu- 
nrerically the fame, they being diAiiifk perfons, 
fubiifting-in one common undivided effence^ 
** For there are three that bear record in Hea« 
•' ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
" Ghoft, and thefe three arc one," t Johty ▼. ^. 
This is the fundamental article of revealed reh^ 

irion, the foundation of the whole chriftian 
cheme, and tfaerefol^ revealed with incontefta-; 
ble evidence. By the fame authority by which 
the Scripture affirms the unity, of the IHvine 
Eflence, it affirms that effence to be diftingQiihed 
into'three perfonal fubfiftences. By all the fame ar- 

Suments by which it proves to us the exigence and 
ivinity of one Supreme Being, it proves the divi- 
nity of all thefe perfons which it affirms to be in the 
Godhead. And by whatever arguments it proves 
;the divinity of any other f)erfon in the Godhead, 
by the fame does it evince the divinity of Chrift. 
The Supreme God, or any pcrfon in the God- 
bead, the Scripture demonftrates by calling him • 
God, or giving him the names expreffive of true 
and Supreme Deity ; by attributing to him 
perfeftions that are effential to, and charade- - 
riftical of the true God ; by afcribing works to ' 
him which the true God alone can effe6^, and 
religious worfhip which the true God alone can 
receive. And by all thofe topics of proof does it 
evince the divinity of the Son our Saviour. 

V B 3 1. Chrift 


6 CHRIST GOD AND MAN 

1. Chrift is exprefsly called God, and the 
names expreffive of the true God are in Scripture 
afcribed to him. Thus God the Father, though 
he will not give his glory to another, nor afcribe 
divinity to any but who is really divine, aiRrms 
the deity of his coeflential Son. ** To the Son he 
** faith, thy throne, O God,is for ever and ever,'* 
Pfalm x\w, 6. Heb. i. 8. Ifaiah calls him 
Immanuel, ** God with \is^*' Ifaiah vii.14. and the 
** mighty God," chap. ix. 6. and afcribes to 
him the proper and diftinguifhing name of the 
true God, even. Jehovah, chap. vi. i. which 
glorious perfon an infpired Evangelift aflfures 
us was Chriil, ^cAw xii.41. Jeremiah attributes to 
I^im the fame incommunicable character in terms 
the moft direft and explicit. Speaking of the 
Meffjah, he fays ^* this, is the name whereby he 
*' ftiali be called *, Jehovah 'our righteoufnefs," 
%r.xxiii; 6, John, when purpofely eftabliftiing our 
oaviour's divinity againft thofe firft heretics, who 
had the impiety to deny it, aflures us, ** That in 
*' thjfc beginning was the Word, and the Word 
*' was with God, and the Word was God," 
John vi. I. And affirms of him in another 
place,^ '' this is the true God, and eternal life," 
1 John V. 20. Thomas, on the fulleft evidence 
that he was God as well as man, calls him " My 
*' Lord and.my God," John xx. 28. And Paul in 
all the fullnefs and ftrength of language affirms him 
to be the " great God and our Saviour," jT/V.ii, 13. 
and that he is " over all, God blefTcd for ever," 
Rom. ix. 5. ^ 

2. That Chrift is tru^and fupremely God is 
no lefs evident from- all thofe perfections effential 
to, and^ infeparable from, the Deity that are at- 
tributed to Chrift. Is ' eternity an effential and 
diftinguifhing perfedion of the true God ? It is 

afcribed 
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afcribed to Chrift. So Ifaiah calls him the ever- 
lafting Father, Ifaiah ix» 6. Chrift affirms of 
himfelf, " Before Abraham was, I am*'; ex- 
preffing his immutable eternal exiftence, ^^^A^ viii. 
58. And ^ calls himfelf Alpha and . Omega, 
the firft ani the laft, Rev*\,i. Are immenfity 
and omniprefence effential to God ? They are 
afcribed to Chrift. *« Where two or three are ga- 
<^ thered together in my name, fays our Blefied ' 
<* Lord, there am I in the midft of them," Matt, 
xviii. 20. 'When he gave commiflion to his 
difciples to go into all the world and preach his 
gofpei to every creature, and when his human na- 
ture was about to afcend to the higheft heaven, 
yet from the infinitude of his divinity he declares, 
•* lo I am with you always, even unto the end of 
*« the world," Matt, xxviii. 20. Is omnifcience a 
charaileriftical pei;fe<ftion of the Deity ? It is af- 
firmed of Chrift, « Lofd thou knoweft all things, 
** fays Peter, thou knoweft that I love thee," 
John xxi. 17. And this diftinguifliing cha- 
rafter which the true' God claims as his in- 
communicable prerogative, %r. xvii. lo. Chrift 
appropriates to himfelf, " 1 am he that fearch- 
*' eth the reins^ and hearts,'* Rev. ii. 23. Is 
omnipotence a diftindive. attribute of the Deity ? 
It is affirmed of Chrift ; Ifaiah calls him the 
mighty God, If, ix. 6. I am Alpha and Omega, 
faith the Lord, which is, and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty, Rev, i. 8. 
Accordingly Paul afTures us,_ that Chrift hath 
. power to fubdue all things to himfelf, Phil. iii. 21. 
Or is immutability of nature and exiftence aa 
effential and^diftinguifhing charader of the true 
^ God ? It in like manner is afcribed to our Bleffed. 
Saviour. The heavens and the earth (hall peri (h,. 
but Chrift endures > they {hall wax old as .a 
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garment and be changed, but Chrlft is the ftme^ 
hisytars have no end, fV. cii. 26. 27. Heb. i* 
II, 12. And of this divine perfonagc the Apo- 
file affirms, that he is the (ame ycftcrday, to»-4ay, 
and for ev^r, Heb, xnu 8^ 

3. As a farther evidence tjfhis di'vinity, works 
are afcribed to Chrift which <5t)d all-petfe£t alone 
can perform. By Chrift was that ftupcndous ef- 
fc<5^ of infinite power, wifdonni aijd goodnefs, 
even the creation of thi^ vaft Univerfe efffeSed, 
which all reafon and all Scripture determine to be 
the prerogative of God alone, Pf xix. i. Rom. ' 
1. 20. Of old haft thou laid the foundations of 
the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
thy hands,, feys the pfalmift tjf the true God, 
Pf, cii. 25;^ And the apoftle interprets them of 
(Jhrift Jefas, Heb. i.. la* Ail things, ftys John, 
were made by him, andwiftoatliim was not any 
thing made ttiat was made, Johni. 3. By him, 
fays Paul, Were all things created that are in hea- 
ven and that are in earth, vifible afnd invifiWe^ 
whether they be thrones or domini<Jns, or prin- 
cipalities or powers^ all things were created by 
him, and for him, CoL i. 16. By Chrift is the 
whole univerfe preferved. For <* by hitn all things 
confift," CoL i. 17. « Heupholdeth all things 
by the word of his power,'^jfc^.i. 3. By Chrift, 
and at his ve;y will and command, were miracles 
wrought on univcrfal nature ; which none but 
the omnipotent God could perform. The raging 
winds and waves were ftilled. at his command. 
Water was changed into wiiie at his will, and 
the barren fig-tree withered at his frown. A .few 
loaves and fifties were increaCed by a creative power 
to feed feveral thoufands of hungry people, and in 
place of their being confumed,the remainder much 
exceeded the original ftock. Difcafes of all 

kind^ ' 


4< 


IN OWE PlTRSrON. ^ 

kinds were inftantly healed by him, without any 
other prefcrrption, but his faying the word and 
the cui*e was efFeded. The deaf were mlade to 
hear, the dumb to fpeak, and the born blin^ to 
fee* Devils, when he ordered, were caft out of 
thofe poflefled by them ; and the dead at his com- 
mand were raifed again into life. Chrift has 
power to forgive fins, which, as they are com- 
h^itted againft God, reafon and rerelation join in 
afluring us,, none but Ood can forgive, MarJk 
iU 7, 10. By the Son, as mighty God, are the 
dead at laft to be raifed ; *^ for the hour cometh, 

. •* fays he,in which the dead (hall hear the voice of 
** the Son of God, and they that hearfliall live,'* 
yohn v.25»By theSon is the world to be folemnly 
judged ; for the Father judgcth no man but hath 
committed all judgment unto the Spn, 7ohn v. 
'22. which as it requires infinite kaowleoge and 
reftitude to pafs juft fentence on every individual 
of the millions of men and fallen angels that ihall i 
be judged j and infinite power to put his ientences 
in execution^ a God^pofleliing thefe perfedions, . 
alone can perform* In fine, the renovation, as 
well ^8 the creation of the world, is to be efFeded ' 
by Chrift, For St. John in his predldlion of 
that great event, tells us, that he that fits on the 
throne is to make all things new. Rev. xxi. 5. 
4. As an additional argument of our Saviour's • 

"Divinity, it is to be obferved, that the fame re- 
ligious woffhip which is due to the true God 
alone, the All-perfedl Being, the Creator, Pre- 
ferver and Lord of the univerfe, is by divine ^ 
appointment to be paid to the Son. And no 
wonder when He and his Father, as to their 
divine eiTence, are one; and all thefe characters 

, of true Deity, that make them die objeA of religi- -* 
008 adorati4m, belong alike to bothr Thus fays 
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God by the Praltnift,% ^< Kifs yc the Son, left he 
be angry, and ye perifh from the way ; blefled 
are aU they tha^ pat their truft in him." PfaL 
ii. 12. *« Ye believe in God, fays our Saviour, 
" believe alfo in me." John xiv. i. And in ge* 
neral he affures us, that it is the will of God that 
*f all men honour the Son, even as they honour 
** the Father." John v. 23^ Paul both affirms, 
that religious worfhip is to be paid to the Son, 
and intimates his right to it, both as he is a 
divine perfon, and as God-Man Mediator j ** who, 
" bung in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
" beryto be equal with God, but made himfelf of 
** no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
*' fervant, and was made in the likenefs of finful 
*' men ; and being found in fafliion as a man, he 
•' humbled himfelfand became obedient untodeath, 
** even the death of the crofs j wherefore God 
** alfo hath highly exalted him and given him a 
** name, which is above every name ; that at the 
*' name of Jefus, every knee fhould bow, of 
** things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
** things under the earth j and that every tongue 
" ihould confefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord, tpjthe 
** glory of God the Father." PhiLii. 6— il. In 
Ch rift's name therefore, as well as in the name 
of the Father and of the Holy Spirit, is baptifm, 
-that folemn a£t of our religion, ordained to be 
performed. Matt, xxviii. 19. From him as well' 
as from the Father does Paul pray for -grace and 
peace, 1 Cor, i. 3. £ph, i. 3. To him, by direc- 
tion of heaven, his firft martyr, Stephen, addrefles 
his dying prayer, *^ Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit," 
jl£Is vii. 59. Before his incarnation, Ifaiah af- 
fures us, that the feraphim afcribe to 'him the 
feme religious adoration as they do to the other 
Jivine Perfons^ J/ai, vi. 3. compared with John 
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xn.- 41. And John teftifies, that the whole, 
celeftial inhabitants, angelic and human, conti- 
nue to pay the fame high devotion to the Son, as 
to his Father; faying," Worthy is the Lamb 
•' that was flain, to receive power, and riches, 
** and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, and 
** glory and bleffing, — Bleifing and honour, and. 
** glory and power, be unto him that fitteth upon. 
** the. throne,- and unto the Lamb for ever.'*. 
Rev. V. II — 13.,: 

Thus every a<St of religious worfhip is to be per-.- 
formed to Chrift, and with the utmoft propriety : 
for fince he is affirmed to be God, fince every per- 
fedion of God is afcribed to him, fince he hath 
exerted thefe perfections in every work of crea- 
tion, providence, and redemption, as the other 
Pcrfons have done, he muft be conjunct with. ■ 
them in divinity, and fo conjunct with them in ; 
every religious a6l to which divinity is intitled. 

5, To all thefe evidences of our Saviour's divi- 
nity we may add, that he is called in Scripture, 
the begotten and proper Son of God, affirmed to 
be OLe with his divine Father, and ranked in the. 
fame clafs with the other divine Perfons In the 
coefiential Trinity. A Son, a begotten and pro- - 
per Son, as we ihall {hew our Saviour is declared ^ 
to be, muft ever poffefs the fame nature with his 
Father who begat him ; for whatever generates, . 
generates its like. The original and originating 
'principleofthe Son, being communicated from the 
Father, muft be eflentially the fame with him : 
and whatever additional fubftance it receives in 
confequence of its generation, ftill that originat- 
ing principle is the chief conftituent of the Son, 
and chara6):erizes him to be of the. fame nature 
with his Father. But if this holds in human ^^c- 
ncration, where the originating principle is fe- 
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parated from the Fattier, and a Son is pr6duc€<5 
of the fame fpecific nature;* infinitely more muflr- 
it hold in the generation of the Son of God.- 
For, though the acceffion of an additional nature^, 
which is neceflary to a proper generation, is 
made to htm ; yet the -chief cenftttuent of hii 
complex Perfon, end which conftitutes that Per- 
fon the Son of God, is the fecond perfonal fub-. 
fiftence in theGodhead, which is infeparaUe front: 
the Father, however diftinguiQied from him ; 
and fo makes them as to divine effisnce numeri- 
cally one. Accordingly oar Saviour declares^ 
cxprefely, ^^ I and my Father arc one,*' Johfix.. 
30. " I am in the Father, and the Father in 
** me," John xiv. 11,^ And therefore affirms, 
^^ He that hath feen me, hath &en the Father,'^ 
?er. 9, 

But Chrift is not only proved tc^ be God, hy 
being declared the Son of God and one with 
God, or a diftin^ Perfon in the fame divine 
cflence ; a& a confequonce of this, and a farther 
evidence of his divinity, he is uniformly 
claiTed widi the other coeflenthil Perfons in the 
Trinity, whenever that facrcd Triad is fully men- 
tiohed in Scripture, Tfeus Chrift, when he infti- 
tutes baptifm, ordains it tobeadminiitred " in the 
" nameofthe Fa'ther,of the Son, and of the Holy 
** Ghoft," Matt, xxvnu 19% When Paul rcprefents 
the^order and ceconomy of the divine Perfons in 
the fcheme of our falvation, he ranks Chrift 
with the other two. " For through him, fays he, 
•* we have accefs by one Spirit unto the Father^** 
Eph, ii. 18. In like manner, when he prays 
to them in behalf of the Corinthians, he prays, 
♦' the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the love 
♦** of G'od, and the communion of the Holy 
<* Ghoft," to be with them, 2 Cor. xiii. 14* 

And 
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AjrI JoKn teJls us, that the three divine wit- 
nefies in heaven who bear rcccM-d to the trutlt- 
of the gofpel, are " the Father, the Word, and 
" the Holy Ghoft, and that thefe three are one/*' 
I John V, 7. 

Such is the manifold sind convincing evidence 
we have that Chrift Jefus is a divine Pericin. A» 
this is atnithof the lUionoft infiportAitce,it was pro- 
per it &ouId be certified by the higheft evidence : 
and whs^higfaerevtdeocecanbe defired than is hard 
given ? Erery paflage of Scripture we luive quoted 
furniflies aa argument for our Saviour^s divinity* 
Every elafs u»der which thefe arguments are re- 
ducedy afford a complex' proof of it» All thefe 
topics of argument ftrengthen each other ^ and» 
the whole taken together, furnifh a conne<^d 
evidence which to every onle who acknowledges the 
Scriptures to be the Word of God, muft be ab- 
folutely decifive. For whatever evidence the 
Scriptures gi^ us that there is a God,, or that 
any Pcrfon of the Godhead is divine, the fame 
evidence it givea us that Chrift is God, or one 
of the divine Feribnd that exiift Jn the God- 
head. 

But as we have the higheft evidence revelation 
can give us that Chrift is truly God ; fo we have 
the fame evidence that he is equal in divinity with 
the Father and the Spirit. The divine Eflence 
IS one ; it is infinite, and indivifible. In it there 
exift three perfonal fubfiftences» Thefe fub/ 
ftftences are perfonal, and they are diftin£^ ; ye^- 
jhey are not fuch diflin£t Perfons,*as to have 
"jdiflfetent natures, fuch as we have ; but fuch real 
and perfonal diftin&ions as can fubfift in one 
and tne fame undivided eflence* Thefe perfonal 
diftindipns are eflential to the Deity, and are of 
the fame neceflary extftence, the fame eternity, 
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. the fatfle fupreme Deity, with the divine Effencc 
fjhey exift in ; poffeffing all the fame eflence, they- 
all poflefs the fame divine perfections; for the* 
perfedlions of the Deity are nothing, but his all-- 
perfect Effence. As Chrift then is truly God, 
he muft be the felf-fame in eflence, and equal in 
pcrfe(9ion, with the other divine Perfons that ne* 
ceflarily co-exift with him in the fame Godhead,.* 
For whatever notions of a generated, created, or 
fubordinate divinity, mankind have imagined^, 
there is nothing more certain, than that, all real 
divinity is one and the fame. The created Deity. 
of the Arians, and the deified creature of the So- 
cinians, are each of them a contradidlion in 
terms ; to fay nothing at prefent, of a begotten 
Deity or divine Perfon^ in the fenfe in which both 
the modern refiners of the Arian fcheme, and 
thofe who hold his fupreme divinity have ex- 
plained his generation. Such opinions, what- 
ever their abettors may imagine, when examined 
to the bottom, are equally unphilofophical and 
tinfcriptural. They confound time with eternity, 
finite with infinite, the Creator with the crea« 
ture. They confer infinite qualities on a finite 
fubjeft ; and give the incommunicable eflence 
and pcrfeSion of God Moft High to beings de- 
pendent and infinitely inferiour to him, which is* 
abfurdity in the extreme. As all Scripture then af- 
firms the Son to be God, and afcribes to him the 
higheft perfections of God, fo all Scripture and 
all reafon, directed by Scripture, aflure us that 
he is equal and the fame in efl!ence with the Fa- 
ther and Spirit ; and that not a perfection belongs 
to the divine Nature, nor to any of the perfonal • 
fubfiftences into which that nature is eflentialiy 
and neceflarily diflinguiflied, but belongs alio to 
the divide Pcrfon of Chrift. 
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• IN ONE' PERSON. ij* 

' IL But, befide this divine Nature or fubfiftr 
cnce, the Scriptures aflure us, that in the com-^ 
plex perfon of Chrift, there is alfo a perfe6i"" 
human nature. By a perfedt human nature, we ' 
mean a human foul or created fpirit, formed for 
union with a human body, and a real human 
body- with which that foul is connected. This 
human nature our BlefTed Saviour aiTumed into 
union -with his divine Perfon, that he might 
be Mediator between God and man; and the 
grand conneSing bond, as we fhall fee, be- 
tween God and his creation. As this part of 
our Saviour's perfon is alfo of the higheft confe- 
quence to our hopes and happinefs, like the for- 
mer, it is declared with the fulleft evidence. 
Some Scriptures affirm his human nature in ge- 
neral ; others hold forth and certify particularly 
the conftituent parts of it. As evidences of his 
human nature in general, he was foretold to be 
the feed of the woman, which fhould bruife the 
head of the ferpent. Gen. iii. 15. to be the feed 
of Abraham, Gal. iii. 16. to be a fon born of a 
Virgin, J/ai. vii. 14. to be a branch out of the 
root of Jefle, ^. xr. ii, and the Son of David, 
Luke i. 32. Accordingly the angel foretells to 
Mary that (he fhould conceive and bring forth a 
Son, ver. 31. After his incarnation, the apoftle 
Paul aflures us that God fent forth his Son, made 
of.a woman, GaJ. iv. 4. that though he was in 
the form of God, yet he took upon hjmfel/ the 
form of a fervant, and was made in tKe likenefs • 
of man, and was found in fafhion as a man, 
PhiL ii. 6 — 8. And, in general, he declares, 
that in all things he~ was made like unto his 
brethren, Heb,\'u 17. All ,thefe Scriptures teftify 
that he had a compleat human nature, for by the 
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fame language is the nature of man ufo^illy ^x- 
prefTed. 

But we have net only thefe evidences of his 
human nature in general; we are alfo certified 
particularly of his human foul ahd body of 
which that nature is compofed. The nobleft 
pa;'C of his humanity was his human foul; 
formed for union with his divine Perfon on the 
one part, and vfkh his human body on the other,, 
and as it were the proper bond of union between 
them. That his divine Perfon therefore did noc 
a(^uate his human body as the Apollinarrsins ima-^ 
gined, but that -he had a real human foul or a 
created fpirit, fimilar though vaftly fuperior to- 
ours ; befides the evidence meilttoned, we have 
the moft exprefs declarations. Thus Ifaiah fore- 
tells that God fhould ^< make the Saviour's foul 
*' ^n offering for fin j" that Chrift Ihould *' fee of 
•* the travel of his foul and be fatisficd ;'* becaufe 
he poured out his foul unto death, Jfal, liii. 
10, II, 12. Thus we are told, on one occa- 
lion, ** that Jefus rejoiced in fpirit,*' Luie x.2i. 
_ and on another, that ** he was troubled in fpirit," 
^ yohn xi. 23. At the profpe£l of his laft fufFer- 
mgs, he exclaims, ** Now is my foul troubled," 
John xii. 27. Under his inutterable agony in the 
garden, before his bodily TufFerings from men 
had begun, he cries put, ^ My foul is cxceed- 
** ing forrowful even unto ^eath," Matt» xxvi, 
38. And at his expiration on the crofs he com* 
mends his Spirit into his Father's hands, LuJte 
xxiii. 46. which can apply neither to his divine 
nature, nor to his animal life, but to his hu*. 
man foul^ which that day was to afcend into pa«» 
jradife. 

What farther confirms the truth of bis having 
a human foul is, the various powers and affec- 
tions. 


tions, inapplicable dther to hfe divlwe pe^fon or 
to his htjrtian body, but petfctftly charadteriftkral 
of his hiKhan fo\il, which in Scriphite are afcrib*' 
ed to him. Thus, befides his omnifcient mind 
which he has as God, a finite underftanding is 
affirmed of him. <* For he incteafed in ^ifdom. 
** as well as in ftature,** Luie ii. 52* Attd of tht 
day of judgment he as man did not know dur-*- 
ing his ftate of humiliation upon earth, Mori 
xiii. 32. A human will is appropriated by him, 
when he fays to his Father, ** Not my will bUt 
** thine be don«/* Luh xxii. 42. for 'his di- 

. vine will and that of his Father, like their di* 
vine nature, ever muft bte one and the fame* 
y\nd his various afFedions of grief, forrow, joy, 
gJadnefs, 8cc, of which a finite ipirit or foul 
Wily can be fufceptiblc, are frequently Affirtned of 
him daring his abode upon earth, Afafrk iii. 5^ 
Matt, xxvi. 38.£tr>f^ x. 11. Jdhn xi. 15. 

But as we have the moft convincing pro6f of OW 
Saviour's human foul, fo w€ have tvtty evidence 
that hfe likewife had a real human b6dy.- This all 
the prediftions given of his birth by the OH Tef-- 
tament Prophets clearly imply, and the declara*^ 
tions of their accompliflimeftt by the wtitcrs of tht 
Nfew Teftament, confirm beyond all difpute> 
Thus St. John declares, ** that the Word wai 
** made fleih and dwelt among us," John 1. 14, 
Chrift affirms to his difciples during his life that 
he had fiefti and blood, John vi. 55. a'nd after hr» 
refurreftion he bid them handle him, '•for a fpirit^ 
** fays he, hath not fleih and bones as ye fee me 

« h^ave,*' ia^^xxiv. 39. A<:cordingly, St. Paul 
palls him *'God manifeftedinthefleffi,*' i TimMu 
16. and aflures Us that " as the children were par* 
♦< takers of fleCh and bloody he alfo bknftlf like- 
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•* wife took part of the fame," Heb, \u 14. This 
truth is evident from his being conceived and 
born of the Virgin Mary, from his being circum- 
cifed, from his increafing inftatureas in wifdom, 
from his being baptized, from his being fubjeft to 
hunger, thirft, wearinefs and fleep j from his being 
apprehended^ fcourged, crowned with thorns, and 
crucified ; from his being buried, and rifing again 
from the dead ; and in (hort from all his other 
actings and fufFeringSi that indifputably fhow him 
poffeffed of a human body. 

Such then is the ample evidence the Scriptures 
afFord us that our Blefled Saviour had not only a 
divine, but a human nature, in a reafonable foul 
and a true body. So that the ancient heretics 
that denied this, though lefs impious than thofe 
who denied his divinity, were equally unreafona- 
ble J fmcc the evidence given us of both, is, to 
every candid and, enquiring mind, beyond all 
contradiction. 

III. One thing more we propofed here ta 
afcertain with regard to this illuftrious perfonage, 
viz, that thefe two natures, divine and human, 
arc united and exift in one complex pcrfon. This 
indeed is evident from what hath been faid ; for 
if it is proved that Chrift has both a divine and a 
human nature, and that both thefe are affirmed of 
the fame general perfonage; then thefe natures 
mull co-exift in one perfon, however diftindl and 
different they are. The divinity dwells not in the 
humanity niierelyas it once did in the Jewifli Taber- 
nacle or Temple; without any other connexion 
but a vifible refidence in fuch places. Nor does 
it dwell in it merely as the Divine Spirit dwells 
and operates in the hearts of good men, 
as in hi$ temples, i Con vi.'iQ* but has no per«> 
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fonal union with them. Were this all, the Spirit 
might be faid to be incarnate as well as the Word ; 
** for the Father giveth not the Spirit by meafurc 
** unto his Son," 'John iii. 34. But revelation 
affures us, that the Divine Word dwells in the 
human nature of Chrift,* and is connefled with 
it in union greatly more clofe and intimate than 
thefe. As in man a rational, fpiritual foul, and 
a material, animal body, natures effentially dif- 
ferent, are conjoined in one human perfon^ fo 
the Divine Word, and acompleathuman nature, 
. though effentially and infinitely diftindl, arc 
united in one Immanuel in the complex per- 
fon of our Bleffed Redeemer. Accordingly, 
while the moft facred oracles clearly affirm 
the divine and human natures of Chrift, they as 
clearly, and by the very fame evidence affure us, 
that thefe diftindl natures are united and co-exift 
in one perfon. Thus Ifaiah reprefents Chrift 
as *^ the Child born, the Son given, and 
<' the mighty God the everlafting Father,'* 
yaiah ix. 6. The Son, whom he foretells the 
virgin was to bear, he affirms was to be Imma- 
nuel, God with us, or dwelling perfonally in our 
\ nature, for-l>y that only could he dwell among 
us, and a(Sl for our intereft, fo that the name 
muft be.rather a perfonal, than an official one, and 
in its primary fenfe implies the perfonal. union of 
the Divine Word with our human nature, 
Ifaiah ^W, 14. Jeremiah, or rather God by him, 
prophefies that Chrift fhould, in the fame perfon, 
be a branch unto David, and Jehovah our righte- 
oufnefs, Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. The union of the divine 
and human natures in one perfon St. John. de- 
clares in the cleareft manner, when he tells us, 
that the Word who in the beginning was with 
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G^ and wftt God, was at Chrift's ^ncamatibtr 
mhde flefh and dwelt among us, and we beheld, 
not their glories as two diftind perfons ; but his 
glory as the only begotten of the Father, in^hofe 
complex perfon boA thefe natures were now 
united, John i. 2, 14. St. Paul leprefents the(e 
two niAtures under one perfon, when he affirms 
that Chrift who was in the form of God, after 
afluming our nature, was found in thefalhion of - 
a man^ and who in thefe two natures, thus con* ^ 
joined, firft humbled himfdf, and was then 
exalted, PhiL ii, 6—9. 1 o intimate this per- 
fonal union he calls him God manifeft in the 
ilefli«^preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 
the world and redeived up into glory,! Tim. iii. z6. 
He afiures usy-^ ^^ that of the Jews, as concerning 
*^ the fte&^. Chrift came, 'who yet as to his divine 
** fubfiftence,, Comprehended in that general Aaitie 
^< and perfon^ ts^over all, God bleifed for t?er,'* 
Mfim. ix».5»In like manner the fame Son of God, 
who is rq>refented as the brightneis of his Father's 
glorvy. and theexprefs image of his perfon $ who^ 
as God, made and upholds the worlds and as 
God-man purged our fins, and then fat on th<d 
right hand of the throne of God, is always rs- 
prefented under one perfonal charader, notwith* 
ilandin^ the two diftindt natures that are plainly- 
afcribed to hini, Heb. u 2, 3. And our Blefled 
Saviour, who muft well have known the confti-^ 
tution of his own peribn, includes under it both* 
his natures, while he affirms of himfelf in the (ame 
perfon, *< I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
** and the end, the firft and the laft," which are 
^e known charaders of Deity in Scripture : yet 
he adds, ^* I am the root and the oflFspring of 
«' David," an evidence that with h^s D^^ty ^^ 
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\pofkttki alfo a human nature and both c6-exi^ing 
in one complex perfon, ii^. xxti. 13, i6* 

As a confequence and farther proof of the 
union of thefe natures in oneperfon, the proper- 
ties belonging to each nature are attributed to the 
fameperfon. The ai^ions proper to each nature 
are afcribed to the general perfon. The names 
expreffive both of his divinity and humanity, 
and of thefe united together, as the Word of 
God, Rev, xix. 13. The Man Chrift Jcfus, 
I Ttm, ii. 5. The Son of God, Matth. xxvi. 63. 
The Son of Man, ver, 34. Immanue), Matih. 
i. 23. The fecond Man, and yet the Lord from 
Heaven, i Cor, xv. 47. all thefe are indif- 
criminately afcribed to the' one perfon of 
Chrift. Nay the anions, and names, ^to the hfnt^T 
different natures, are from their co-exiftence in ' ' 
the fame perfon fometimes reciprocated of each 
other, thofe belonging to the divine being afcribed 
to one of human, and thofe belonging to the huitian 
being attributed to one of a divine nature. Thus' 
God is faid to haye pvM'chafed the church with 
his blood, A6ls xx. ig. ^nd God to have ex- 
prefled his love te mankind io that he laid down 
his life for us, i '^Jm iii. i6» Thefe things can 
be explained upon no other principle than the 
conjunAion of the Deity and humanity of our i 

Saviour in one perfon. By fuch a perfonal union,^ ~ ^ 

everything belonging to each of thefe natures \ 

may, in ftrideft language, be afcribed to the com- 
mon perfon in whom they are united ; and every 
thing belonging to, or done by, the general per- 
fon, may be attributed to that perfon, chara£le- 
rifed from either of the natures of which that 
perfon confifts. 

Thus it is evident from the cleareft and fulleft 
teftimony of the infpired writings, that our 
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Blefled Suviour is truely God and truely man; 
and that in one complex perfon, thefe natufes, 
though perfeflly diftinift, are moft intimately 
connei£led. Thefe primarv truths it wasneceflary 
to eflablilh, as upon thefe our fubfequent inqui- 
ries into our Saviour's fonOiip and dignity will 
hinge, -But the fuller explication of the union 
of thefe natures, and of the glorious pcrfonage 
they compore, belongs to the fubfequent depart- 
ments of our plan. 
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CHAP. II. 

Of Chrift^s being tbi Son, the begotten Son of 
God^ the proper Import of that CharaSler^ 

. . and the improper and unfcriptural Senfes in 
which it has been applied to bim^ 

HAVING proved that our Bleffed Saviour 
poiTefles both a divine and human nature^ 
and thatthefe two natures are united in oneperfon; 
we proceed next to (how that this glorious perfon 
is God's Son, hi^ begotten Son, to afcertain the 
proper notion of generation, and to fhow the im- 
proper and unfcriptural fenfes in* which Jefus 
has been held to be the Son of God. 

I . The firft thing here to be done is to prove 
that Chrift is the Son, thd begotten and proper 
Son of God ; for this js the fundamental article 
upon which the other parts of our plan do reff. 
That Chrift in fome fenfe is th6 Son of God, is 
fo frequently and fo exprefsly declared in Scrip- 
ture, that of thofe who own revelation, none can 
deny, all have acknowledged it. Before his in* 
carnation God the Father promifes, •* I will be 
*< to him a Father, and he Ihall be,to me a Son," 
2 Sam^ vii. 14. Heb. i. 5. At his conception by 
the BleiTed Virgin, the angel announced to her, 
" That the holy perfon thatihould be born of her 
*^fliould be called the Son of God," LukeX.j^. 
At his baptifm, his divine Father proclaimed 
from Heaven v^^ith proper' folemnity, Chrift's 
filial relation to him. '** This is my bdoved Son 
*< in whom I am well plcafcd,"A&/^/&, iii, 17. and 
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with equal clearnefs and folemnity repeated it at 
his tran figuration, Matth, xvii. 5. Chrift himfelf 
affirmed this his chara£ter' and relation, calling 
God his Father,^ ^ncl 4p<dvi»g himfelf to be the 
Son of God, John xvii. !• And his apoftlea 
Ijeing" ^(ked by t,heir matter, who they thought he 
was r mi^nimoufly replied, *' Thou art Jefus, the 
V Soh of the living God, Johnvu 69." and fo fre- 
^eiit^atteflQd.to tbia truth aa.RK^kes any parti- 
cular quotatiQ«^l(ftgeliwif nn^^je^ry. 

But Chrift is not only affirmed in Scripture to 
b^ Goi's Sw \ huf, Ixis, Sw ii\ th€ ft«^ ^nfi pepper 
feflf^ o^ Xh^ Wqr4* By ^ prppe^r Spa w« m^m one 
who i«.<xQt a4PFrt)?4a i^ Wt WR^^ly cii^ated, nor has 
^y taa^t^botric^l mmm -^ but o^ie whQ- i§ realljj 
b^ojttcaof hU F?^therj^ aad d^rivea hi& p^rfpoi 
from hina by ^. proper generatipn^ Aft4 i^ tbis^ 
natural aftd proper ft^fe, 9II, Spripture declares 
thrift t6 be th«, §9n pf G<4- ThujB wiiea Qod. 
p5^(3;^ t^e; ch^^ci^:^: of the glprigms Meffiah, 
be M^di<aU hw as his proper^ hia begott^qn Son,. 
*' ' T^o^il ai:t my Sojj^, this d^y have I begptten 
«< th^Pj" 4j(^A ii- 7*. Wh(?n St. John p^rpof<dy 
^ea^ tl^e Wtb ?Jiui p^rfon of his diyi^e maft?r, 
he refts his Sa^fhip on itsi proper foundatipn, h^ 
ge^r^W^ l?y tibe Fi^ther. " The Word w^s made 
«« fi^ a^ c|welt anjiopg U&, and w? beheld his^ 
« glory, as of th? owly begott^ftof the Fi^th^r,*' 
Job^'u 14, Our BWfod Siviour himfelf claim* 
tjiis . charter vpOQ the fapiQ groupd^ when he 
fajs^ ^i G^i^ we4 the wpdd, tha(^ he g:>ve his 
« onjy b/sgot^ft So% tbH whofoievqr miev^th ia 
*<i hirpt5?*g*»* ^^^ perifh, hut have ev.erlafting life* 
« ForGprtfe^taothisSpie^intothewprld, toconr 
*^ detpi) the world, but that thevTo^ld tl^raugh him 
« mighj l?i? fav^d ; he^that believetl^ pn hm is not 
« qund^iime^ W^hal h^ifV^t n^. is poi;idCTned 
' " ; * <« already. 
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already^, becaufe he believeth not on tfie only 
begotten Son of God," John iiu 16 — 18. St. Paul 
not only defcribes him as the Son -of God, the 
1>rigfatnefs of his Father's glory, and the cxprefs 
Image of his perfon, Which denote him clearly 
as God's proper Son, but gives us the moft direfl - 
^evidence of this important truth, by affirming, 
that when his Father bringcth the firft-begotten 
into the world, he fayeth, '* Let all the aqge!* 
** of God worfcip himj** Heb, u 2, 3,6. Ac- 

.cordingly the fame apoftle, upon this nataril 
and jun fotindatioh of Sonfhip, calls Chrifl: God^ 
t)wn, or his proper Som ** He that fpared not 
•* his own Son, butdeKvcfed him up forus aU, 
^^ how then {ball he not with him aifo freely give 
** us all things ?" Rom. viii. 32. Such then are 
th» numerous, clear and convincine proofs, di- 
vine revelation affords us that Chrift is the Son, 

. thel>egottcn Son of God. And all thefe paflages 
that reprefcnt him as the Son of God, reprefent 
him' as fuch in his complex pedbn. But this will 
l>e ihewed more fully in its proper place. W^ 
proceed then, 

IL Toafcertain thejuft notion of generation, 
which 15 fo uniformly affirmed to be the proper 
ground of our Saviour's Son&ip. This is a mat- 
ter of the utmdft importartcc to a proper difcevery 
timdeftabliHiment ofthe truth we are invcftigating. 
The Sonfliip of our Bleffed Saviour is uniformly 
i;xp<rei(Ied'iia. the fame language that is applied to 
the generated fons pf men. Wherefore it is 
Deccffary to aftertain in what generation^ as ap- 
plied to humxn fteingS) eflfentiaily confifts, that 
we may thence iriftr what it muft import when 
applied to expHsfs^^be generation of the Son of 
God. Frofti inaccurate ideas of generatiDn^. 
many, if not mo& of the erroneous notions con- 
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ccrnkig -the Sonfhip of Chrift have proceeded. 
And till this fundamental point is properly efta- 
bliihed, it is impofliUe with accuraoy to deter- 
mine in. what chara£ier ourBlefled Saviour is held 
forth to us in Scripture as the proper and begotten 
Son of God- 
Generation or begetting is fometimes in Scrip- 
ture, and in common language, applied to things 
without life. Job. xxxviii. 28. and fometimes to 
the converfioa of mankind to religion, 1 Cor. 
tv. 15. 1 John V. i^ i8- But this is only in a 
metaphorical fenfe. In ftri£l language it is appli- 
cable only to the procreation of living beings ; and 
when ufed for begetting fons, it is in Scripture re- 
ftriSed ,to the production of the human otFspring ; 
And from the analogy there is betwixt them, trans- 
ferred to the generation of the Son of God, Gene- 
ration coniifts.not in the production of a being into 
exiftence, ^hat had no fort of exiftence before. 
That i&a crejition, not a generation. According 
to the moft accurate difcoveries, every animal, 
and human being, ^xifts in a living, animalcular 
ftatc, previous to its generation. It exifts in the fa- 
ther, partaker of his nature, and one with him in 
jdlWice, yet diftinguifhed from him by. its indivi- 
dual fubuftence. . Tiiis its original exiftence and 
char^CUr depend not on the will of its father^ 
but flow from the fame conftitution of nature as 
the father himfelf. Nor does generation confift 
in aturfutureacceffion of paternal nature for the in-* 
create of this human principle. While it continues 
in this original ftate, it may exift with the father 
in the fame manhood ; but never is, nor can be 
called his fon : and as it cannot be denominates 
the fon of the father, much lefs can dt have it 
filial relation to its mother, with whom it hav 
o{ily s^ capability of 4:onnexion^ h^Xt i» not yet 

conneCkd^ 
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'^ctnnc&ed. In what then . docs generation pro- 
perly confift ? It ronfifts in the unition of 
this original living .principle^ communicated 
by the father as the chief conftituent of , 
^be future child, with another and an ad* ""j^ 
-tlitional fubftance derived from , the mother in ' 
•conception, fornting the complex perfc^n pro- 
created of both, and who from this generation, 
and .participation of the fubftance of both parents^ 
is when born into the worfd called thefon of both. 
This is the general and acknowledged theory of 
^^eneration. It (uppofes a pre-exiftence of the 
"original living principle in. the father^ and 
which isof tl^ fame nature with him. It im- 
ports the acceffion of a proper fubftance alfo de- 
rived from the mother, as neceflary to conftitute 
the complex ,peHbn or chrld, and give it con- 
nexion with, and relatioh and refembjance to, , 
each of its. parents. This js performed by the agen- 
cy of .the father, the aftivity of the original and on- , 
ginating principle, and the conception of the mo- 
then 'I'he original principle continues thrcHigh 
its future exiftende, as the chief conftituent of 
the perfon begotten : yet by its union with an 
additional natufe, its general charadler and name 
•are changed. It is now called a fon<, a fon be- 
gotten by his father, conceived and born of his 
tnpther, and .partaking the nature of each paretit> 
is Jndifcriminately denominated from the 6nc^ or 
from the othe.r. 

^ :Sqch are the terftis in which the generatton and 
conception of our Bleiled Saviour areexprefted in 
Scripture, and fuch is their juft import. When 
Go4 reprefents the moft impoitant .truths of re- 
ligion, to be perceived and believed by his rea- 
fopable creatures, he muft reprefent them in terms 
the moft. proper to exprefs the things. fignified as 
. .: C 2 they 
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they really arc ; and to. convey the knowledge of 
them with greatefl dearnefs to our. minds. If 
.metaphors are ufed, they muft^e fuch as /ftrongly 
. refemble the things reprefented by them* In fuch 
figurative ftyle, indeed, it is neither nec^flacy 
nor poffiblc that the agreement hold in every 
.point. Yet it is abfolutely neceflary that it hold 
iJn the capital ones ; othcrwife the .metaphor wew 
ufed in vain ; or, mifreprefenting the.thing meant 
to be defcribed by it, were worie than vain. But 
when the thing reprefented is not only greatly ana- 
logous to that from which the reprefentation is 
•taken, but in many things the fame with it;.; 
the agreement between the.fign and the .thing 
fignified mud be more full and particular. 
Such is the fubje£l: of our prefent coofideration. 
Ip fev^ral particulars the Son of Jvjfod.m hisgene^ 
itratibn and ,chara6ter muff wideWvtiMFeri from, and 
infinit^y tranfcend the generation «<»f mere men 
^iby which it is explained to us ; ^'^nd there what- 
ever correfponds not to the glorious fubjed muft 
.be reinoved', and the xopiparifon flop.^ Sut the 
conftant unlimited u& of the >^etaphor, if we 
ought to call itfjich, by. the God of truth, gives 
every Chriftian the higheft reafon to believe it will 
hold in all the inftanqes in which the comparifon 
is^ade and pugfet jreafpnahly to ibe* interpreted : 
and from: the gen^T^ll refemblance of the fubjeds^ 
.we £halKfind that without either ftraiaingthe me^ 
taphpr, Tor degrading, in anyfefpedl, the divine 
.perfpn andcharadler of our gforiowB Redeemer^ it 
!,will apply in more inft^iice^, and contrilute more 
.to illuArate this important artide of our holy re^ 
ligion, than at ^fft view we may be apt to inu^ 
gjne^ This declared analogy between the gene- 
ration of the Tons of men, and that of the Son of 
Cod^ and the juft notion wherein generation con-- 
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fiftvmuft be a proper touchftone fortietermining 
the true grouod and import of our Saviour's Son- 
fliip. Ifia any of the explications that have . 
been given of this articU, the^eflential ideaa of 
generation^ do not apply at all> we need no' other 
evidence that fuch exptlications are falfe. The 
n^ore fully any explication of the fttbje£i corre- " 
i^nds with tho^e terms in which God has defcri- 
bed ity the^reatec evidence we~ fball have of its 
truth; and that which hold^- in' every efiential ' 
point will carry ^verypro^tksft it is the true one; 
We go on therefore 

JIUTo^ihew the improper and imperfect fenfes 
in which our Saviour has been reprefented as 
the Son>of God, and the miftaken or infufiicient 
evidence upon which the^ have been founded. 
Wrhal^fome' of thefe fen(c& arc, has been inti< 

. fQ^yEediti tiit J^ttodyxAioa : ftnd fnsiny -more ar^ to^ 
bewet witbf efpeciaUy amonig . Soainian vnitfrs^ 

. who have rcpre&nted their Saviotir as the Son of - 
Gpd in every fenfe imaginable, however nugja* 

. tory and improper, provided they could deprive 
hhri of what 13 not only his higheft glory, but 
the chief ground of his being the begotten Son of 
God, the divinity of his perfon. But it wor^ 
trifling to confider opinions that are not only 
without allibadow of evidence from revelation, or 
the nature of the thing, but clearly repugnant to 
both. . The chief fenles in which with any ap- 

. pearance of evidence Chrift has been confidered 
a&the£onof God, are the four following, vhs. 
From the generation of Jbis divine perfon by the 
Father from all eternity, ^. from the miraculous 

• formation of his human nature by the power of 
God at his incarnation. 3. Prom bis .confecra- 
tion by God to thecharaAer and office of MefEah. 

• 4. Frorti hia rcfurredion by the divine power from 
.ihedead, and the dignity and honour to which 

C 3' he 


.^ CHItlST jEstrs 

he was exalted. TheTe we fhall diortly exttmiW 
in their order, and &aU ihow that none of them, 
^nfwer. properly to the chara£ter umformly given, 
him as the begotten Son of God, nor are fup- 
ported with real evidence from Scripture. 

I. The firft and moft received opinion in wbith^ 
Chrifl has been believed to be the Son of God>^ 
holds him to have been generated as fecond per- 

• Ton of the Godhead by the firft peffon from alL 
eternity, by which the divine efleiice and perfec* 

. tions were communicaated .by the firft perfon as the 
Father to the fecond, as a Son thus begotten of 
him. In this fenfe many of the fathers after the, 
apoftoHc ages begun incautioufly to confider 
Chrift as the Son of 'God, which paved the way 
to Arianifm.Th© Nicene and Poft-Nkrene fathera. 
however adhered to this explication of bis^ Son-^ 
(hip, imagminjg they could beft maintain his co- 
efientiality wlui the Father in oppofitien to the 

^ Arians upon this ground. In this however there 
is a real mrftake ; for though by holding Chrlft 
thus begotten* of^ the Father, they feemed tOi^ 
enfure to him the fame- effencej yet by giving 
him not an original felf-exiftent, but a derived 

./divinity, they deprived him of fomc* of the 
mmA eilential characters of fupreme Deity, and 
ib expofed the caufe they meant to defend. The 
fchoolmen afterwards,*, founding more upon 
the fathers and their^ own metaphyfical theo- 
ries, than upon an accurate ftudy of the facred 
ioracles, made it the diftinguifhing. character of 
jthe :firft perfon in the Godhead to genorate the 
iecond j and the perfonal propert)^ of the fecond 

: perfon, that he was generated by the firft, and fo 

. hdd Chrift to be the Son of God by the ge- 
neration of his divine perfen. The -divines of 
she refocmed religion \'4he£ed to. the dodlrines 
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of tKe popifli fchoolmen in this articlft, as the beft 
fcheme they yet knew of, for maintaining the 
divintty of Chrift againft the attacks made 
upon it by Arians and Socinians. By this 
means the generation of the fecond perfon in the 
Godhead by the firft, hath become a received ar- 
ticle in the creeds and confeffions of the Pro- 
teftant churches; though many of our divinfes 
dtftinguiflied for piety, learning,, and. orthodoxy, 
. have publickly called its truth and propriety m 
queftion^ But no church fince the days of the 
: apoftles is infallible. Many have erred, and all 
-of them might have erred. The fcriptures are 

• the only fure foundation and infallible tcft of re- 
' vealed religion, and of every article of it* A^d 

• if we accurately examine this ground of our Sa- 
viour's Sonflbip by this unerring fta«dard, we fhall 

- find thabit has neither the propriety nor the evi- 
, dence that has been generally believed* . 

Chriil's Soflihip) as we have (hewed already, and 
will ihow more fully afterwards, is affirmed of his 
complex perfon in general, but this theory limits 
it to one nature only* Generatron is not the pro- 
dudion of a being that had no kind of exifience 
previous to its generation. But this opinion gives 
the fecond perfon no proper and perfonal exif- 
t^ce previous to his generation by the Father ; 
fbr according to it every thing the Son has, is 
derived from the Father. If it fhould be faid that 
the divine eflence pre-exiftedta* his generation, 
the anfwer is obvious*, that that eflTence then be- 
longed wholly to the Father, and could notbelong 
to the Son, till once it was conveyed to him, or 
he produced of it. Generation is the unition of a 
pre exiftent, living principle, of the fame nature, 
and neceflary exiftence as the Father, with an 
additional, fubftance derived from the mother ; 

. C4- by 
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by which 41 complex perfon is begotten) pofleflliw 
the nature of both parents, and taking his fili^ 
name from both« But here the analogy does not 
hold in any one inftance^ but the ugn totally^ 
contradi£is the thing fuppofed to be figmfied by it» 
The Son, according to the fcholaftic explication^ 
derives his whole effence and exiftence fronr the 
Father. He is not only begottenof, but how- 
ever uninteUigible it may fecm, begotten in the 
Fath^. In his generation, no fubftance but 
from the Father is communicated to him. There 
is no complex perfon formed, no fecond parent 
from whom any part of a complex perfon is de- 
rived, and na foundation for different filial cfaa^ 
rafters from different parents ; for by the fiippo- 
fition, there is- bat one parent : fo that however 
his produ6lion may b^ calM^aeommunicatio»of 
effence or exiftence to another, it never with pro* 
priety can be called a generation : or if it were, 
the Holy Ghoft, according to the received opinion 
of his perfonal pr^ceffion, would with at leaft 
equal propriety be called the Son of the firft and 
fecond, as the fecond can be called the S6n of the 
firft perfon. 

But as this view of our Saviour's Sonflbip has 
no probability from ihe proper notion of geuf^^. 
tion, fo it has as little proof from dTTect Scrip- 
ture. The divine Logos, O'f fecond perfon of the 
Gpdhead, makes the prrncipal conftituent of the 
Son of God. On this account he is truly God, 
and the Son of God, and is affirmed to be fo by 
the cleareft evidence revelation can give. But. 
the Scripture no where affirms that he is the Sba^ 
of God by an eternal generation or 'produftion of 
his divine'perfon ; nor does it any where lead u& 
to coufider his Sonfhip in that light. The paf- 
fage often quoted'in proof of this from Pf. ii. 7* 

<* Thou 
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** Thou art my Son, this day have !• begotten 
thee," confidered in ilfelf as exprefsly denoting 
a genera^gn in time, conftdered in connecSlion 
with both contexts which contain a predidion of 
the Meffiah or Word incarnate, conudered in the 
fenfe of thejewifh par^rphrafts, who all underftood 
it of the MefHah in human nature, and confidered 
in the ligh^ in which the iofpired apoftles confi- 
dered it, even as defcriptive pf God manifcfted 
in the flefli. Ads xiif. 33, proves no fuch doc- 
trine as the generation of eternal Deity ; but, ai 
w^e (hall afterwards ftiow, puts the Sohfhip of 
Qhrift upon a much more natural, fcriptuval and 

£ roper footing. The eighth chapter of Proverbs 
as often been brought in proof-of this opinion, 
and particularly thefe parts <^ it : ** The 
** Lord pofTefled me in the beginning of his way, 
** before his works of old. I was fet up froia 
** eyerlafting, from the beginning, or ever the 
^* earth was ; when there were no depths I was 
.** brought forth, when he prepared the heavens, 
** and when Ke appointed the foundations of the 
** earth, then I was by him as one brought up 
** with him, and I was daily his delight, rejoic- * 
** ing always before him, rejoicing in the nabi- 
'* table parts of the earth, and my delights were 
** with the fonsof men„"Pr5'y. viii, 22— 3l.The(e 
words many have thought apply to our BleflTed 
jSaviour, and intimate the "eternal generation of 
hi^ divine perfon, as the Son of God. But this is 
building more upon them than the foundation will 
bear. There is perhaps no pafliage of Scripture 
of more uncertain and various interpjetation 
.than the one here mentioned. Of the moft ju- 
dicious interpreters, ancient and modern, fome 
have underftood it only of wifdom coniidered a^ 
a pcrfe£lion of the Deity, and fome of a perfon 
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in the Godhead. Of thofe in the laft opinibir«. 
fomc of the fathers underffood it of the Spn». 
and fome of the Holy Spirit. Of thbfe who un- 
derftood it of the Son, fbrne applied it to his di-^^ 
vine perfon^ others exteAded' it alfo to his hu^ 
man nature. . The orthodox ufed it to prove 
Chrift's eternal^ cxiftence. and fupreme Divinity j, 
the Arians employed it to preve that his Deity- 
was, only created, and inferior ; fupported as 
tjjey thought by the authority of the Septua->^ 
gent verfioa, which renders the word'^»jjp the 
X'Ord polieflcd me, by ullurB the Lord ' created 
me. And • of late feverakwriters from a convi^ion^ 
that it would neither ap^ly well to fu- 
preme Divinitj^ nor could ever be underftood^ 
of a created Deity, have confldered it as im- 
porting the an-temundane. creation and^ pie-ex— 
iftcnce of.Chrift's human fouL in union with' 
the Divine Word, to wJiich all thefe texts 
would be of more eafy japplication* But if 
we accurately examine this paiTage, we {hzlV. 
iind with many of the beft interpreters, that 
there is no folid ground upon which it can be: 
.applied tor Chrift at all. Solomon, in this as- 
in moft parts of^ this, book, is defcribing and. 
/ recommending wifdom ; by which he means, as 
/mCJ^ws commonly did, that great intellediual and 
. moral principle in the mind,. either of God or 
man, by which: we form the befl and worthieft; 
defigns in mind,, and carry them forward into- 
a wife and a virtuous, courfe of life. To give a^ 
clearer and nobler defcription of thjicomprehen- 
five excellence, he by a figure frequent with 
all- writers, and efpecially with Solomon, wherever 
wifdom is hJs theme, deicribes her under the 
image of a living perfon. Thus in the begin- 
ninii of the ciiaptec he repreftnts her a> a 
female, which fhovfs he meant only a moral: 

quality 


THE BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD 35: 

. qnality or virtue, not the fecond pcrfon of the 
Godhead, who is always defcribed in the ma(- 
culine gender, 'John i. 3, 4. Throughout the 
firfl part of it he defcribes the happy influence of 
wifdom on individuals and kingdoms. To aggran-> 
dife our ideas of wifdom, and recommend her 
more elFeclually to our approbation and choice, he 
nfes from man to God, and rcprefents wifdom as 
CO eflential and co-eval with the Divine Mind it* 
ielf, called forth to dire£l his eternal councils, 
and accompanying every exertion of his power . 
in creating the material, particularly the ter- 
reftrial fyftem, and in adapting all things upon it 
for the benefit of man, who was to be lord of th© 
whole. After which he rcprefents wifdota as 
calling upon mankind to follow her dictates in 
all religion. and virtue, \n oppofition to that pourfe 
of folly and wickednefs defcribed before and af- 
ter it. With this folly wifdom is here plainly 

. contrafted ; but that none might be at a loh'fi 
what Solomon meant by it, he tells us in the 
conclufion of his noble panegyric, '* The fiearof 
** the Lprd is the beginning of wifdom, and the 
•* knowledge of the Holy is underftanding,"' 
chap. ix. 10. Thus there is nothing in- this part 
of Scripture^ accurately confidered^ that indicate* 
any reference to the perfon of Chrift. Its de- 
fcribing hjm not as a co-agent with God,! as alt' 
Scripture "^eprelents the Divine Word in the 
works of creation, John' i^ i^ 2, 3. CoL i. 16- 
but as an attendant or companion, flrongly inti- 
mates, thai the wifdom which h common to all 

.^ the perfons in the Deity „ not any parricuJar 
ijerfon, was there meant. The total filenc.e of 
the New Teftament direds us tB carry it no fiir- 
ther, as neither Chrift nor any of his apoftles- 
jsnakc the rcmoteft reference to it, which, we 
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might have expedled they would have done, if It 
had contained fo eminent a proof of hisDivinity 
or of his Sonfliip a3 has been afterwards imagined. 
' But if weflioold even fuppofe it to relate to thia 
great objeft, though-there is no folid ground for it, 
yet it niuft be underftood in a fenfe agreeable to 
the juft import of the original text, agreeable to 
the nature of its fuppofed iubjed, and agreeable to 
the other paflages of Scripture, that treat that 
.fubjefit in a clearer manner, in which cafe it 
would neither prove the eternally begotten, yetfu- 
preme Deity of the Athanafians, nor the created 
Deity of the Arians ; as, if neceffary, or confift* 
cnt with the brevity of our plan, were eafy tode- 
monltratc. 

Agur's queftion related Prov, xxx. 4. *' What 
" is his name, or what Is his Son's name, if thou 
*^ canft tell f" has alfo been urged in evidence, 
that Chrift is the Son of God, by the generation 
of his divine perfoh. But this alfo, when proper- 
ly examined, falls fliort of the point. By many 
of the moft judicious interpreters, thjs paflage 
ha9 been underftood to relate not to God, but to 
man. The Prophet, having been confulted by 
his fcholars Ithiel and Ucal, oh many 
fakjtfVs regarding God and bis works^ he, with 
th«ut ^odefty that is ever attcrfdaftt on . true 
wifdom, exprefles his imperfection in knowledge ; 
stnd that neither lie nor any other ihan that ever 
lived could fully explain thefe fublime fubjeds. 
For who hath afcended up in^o heaven, fays 
he, or defcended ? who hath gathered the wind 
in his fifts ? who hath bound the waters in a 
garment? who hath cftablifhed all the ends of the 
earth ? wh^t is his name, if there ever was fuch 
a man\? or if he himfelf has been long dead^ 
what is the name of his fon or ofF-fpring? 

Others 
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Oth^r^ finding that the word Ithiel fignifies in 
the Hebrew language, G$d with mi\ and 'that 
Chrift feems to have allud^ to Agur*s queftio^t 
'when he fays, no man hath afcended up to hea- 
ven, but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven, 'John iii. i;^. 
have, by a lefs natural explication, applied this 
paflage to God and his Son, But in neith/sr of 
thefe fenfes will it prove that the fecond perfon of 
the Godhead derived'' his divine perfon by gene- 
ration from the firft. The former fenfe has not 
the fmalleft relation to this fubjeS : and the lat- 
ter, if we (hould admit it on its own principles, as 
prophecied by Agur,. and appKcd by Chrift, 
would reprefent him as the Son of God ; not as 
God on4y, but as God«man} or as Chrift himielf 
explains it, the Son of man, which includes not 
onlv his divine but his human nature. 

Several texts have alfo been brought from the 
New Teftament in proof of this notion of our 
Saviour's Sonfhip, but they are equally tnconclu- 
five. St. John, when he affures us, that Chrift 
is ** the only begotten Son, who is in the boibm 
^< of the Father, and who bath declared him,'* 
John i. i8. affirms Chrift^ to be the begotten Son of 
God ;butnot as to his divine perfon only, as many 
have injudtcioufly thought, but as to his com- 
plex perfon : for in that charaSer he had dedar- 
ed God to man, and in that character he had 
afcended to God, and was then in his bd- 
fom. The declaration of our Blefied Savi- 
our, that he and his Father are one, ^Bbn x. 
30. proves the unity of their divine eflence, de- 
monftrates at the fame time that they are difFerent 
perfons, and evinces that they are fome- how re- 
lated as Father and Son \ but neither determines 
the ground of paternal charader in the 

one. 
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one, nor of filial relation in the other; or Kit 
doe^, implies that Cbrift is the Son of God in 
the complex perfonage in which he then exifted 
and' called God his rather, which, fo far from 
proving the eternal generation of his divine per- 
fon, proves, as we ihall fee, fomething very dif- 
ferent. In like manner the paflage in the Epiftle 
to the Hebrews^ i. 8. " To the Son he faycth,: 
•* Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever, the 
•* fceptr;e of thy kingdom is a fceptre of righte- 
" oufnefe,f* proves bey^ond all difpute that the 
S6n of God^is God, and that his divine nature 
is: eiTexitial to his Sonfhip and the - chieF 
ground of it : but aflBrms not that he is God's 
Son in this nature only, or that he holds 
his divine exiftenee by any a£^ of genera- 
tion. It is taken from the xlvth Pfalm^ which 
contains a prophetic defcription of the per fon and 
kingdom of the glorious Meiliah, or Word in- 
earnate. In this fenfe it is applied to Chrift by^ 
the Apoftle, and in place of proving that he be-^ 
came the Son of God, by the eternal generation 
of his divine perfon, it proves that he was. God,. 
co-eflential, co-^qualj und co-eternal with- the- 
Father, and was begotten as his Son, when- he 
was incarnate as MeHiah-. 

Nor will ^he expreffions of Gbri{Ps conTing 
fivth from the Father, of God's fending his Son 
into the world, and of the Son of God his be- 
ing manifefted to take away our fins .and deitroy 
the works of the devil, prove Chrift to have ex* 
ifted as Son of God previous to his incarnatiom 
For thefe phrafes, with equal propriety of lan- 
guage and more confonancy to Scripture, will 
apply to his appearance as God-man. In com- 
mon language a man is faid to come into the 
world wben he is boxn s and revelation adopts the 

common 
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common language of* mankind, to convey it» 
truths to them. Yet that we may -have no' doubt 
ih'a* rfiatter of- fo much importance, it afiitres us 
th^t this and nothing clfc is the proper m^eantng 
of the expreffions mentioned^r Thus faysChrift, 
•' I came forth from the Father and am come 
^< into the world, and I leave the world an^ go 
«* to the Father,'* %i« xvi. 28. where, as the 
laft claufe plainly defcribcs him as the Word 
made fleifh and dwelling among mankind ; fa 
muflr the firft. " As the Father hath fent me 
•* into the world, fays Chrift, fo fend I you 
•* into the world," ^©^ xvii. 13. where the hrft 
Tuuft relate to the mifEon of Chrift as MeiGah ' 
the Saviour, as the laff exprefles Ch rift's com- 
miffion to his apoftles tQ be the minifters of his 
falvation. And when it is faid, ** the Son of 
"God was manjfeftcd to take away our fins," 
or " to deftroy the works of the devil," i y&hn 
iii: 5,8'. the meaning of it is plainly this, that God 
was then manifefted in the flefli, i Tsm. iii. i6# 
for in this complex pcrfon only did he appear 
and accotppKfti thefe events. So that thefe paf- 
fages, if they denote Chrift to be Son of God, 
hold him forth to be fo, not by any generation 
of him as God from eternity, but as God- man in 
the fulnefs of time. 

But it is unnecefiary to infift longer nptm 
thefe or other paflagcs from the New Tefta- 
ment, that have been quoted to prove our Savt« 
our the Son of God, as he is fccond perfon 
of the Godhead, begotten of the firft from all 
eternity, as there is no paflage in Scripture that 
holts forth any fuch do<^rine. 

That Chrift is God, or a divine perfon co- 
exifting with the other petfons in thefatpe God- 
^ad, revelation gives ua innumerable evidences : 

that 
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.that he 18 a )>egocten God, or holds his e^iftence^ 
by generation, there is not one. That bis cha- 
r^idl^r. Son of God^ and begotten Son of God^ in- 
cludes bisiiivine perfon, and is founded in the union 
of that divine perfon with bis human nature, the 
whole tenor qf revelation depionArates : butjt 
.gives us noreafop to believe him the Son or God in 
any other lenfe. Somie hundred times is Chrift 
m^sntioned as the $on of Go^, in the /acred 
Scriptures^ but never in pne inflance as he is 
God only. And thefe (exts that have been mif"- 
:applied to bis divine perfon only as God, we 
ihall clearly ihew in the next chapter do all re- 
late to his complex perfon as God-man. 

Improbable from the declared ground of our 
Saviour's Sonlhip, an4 unproved by any^ evU 
device of Scripture, this do£^rine has as little fup- 
port from its congruity to the divine nature, qt 
its neceffity to preferve the fupreme divinity of 
the Son ; but much the contrary. We know 
little of the divine cffenjce and manner of exift- 
cnce, and Ibould fpeak of them mocleftly.'. ^But 
according to the bed notions we c^ form of if, 
from rea^n or revelation, the Deity niuft be one 
infinite, immutable, all-perfe(5l, and all blefied 
nature; conip^rehending in it a Trinity of perfo- 
^j nal fubliftences, co-eflential with that nature, -and 

^ with one another, and fo all of the fame.necefiary 

cxiftcnce, of the fame felf-exiftence, of the fame 
eternity, of the fame infinite and univerfal per* 
fe£)ion with that divine e^ence in which they all 
^# exift, and with each other as being the fame 

-v • in efience, and in all eflential perfeftions, how- 
ever diftinguifhed in perfon aLfubfiftence. ^This 
puts the doiftrine .of the 'trinity more up5n its 
truly natural and fcriptural foundation, than the 

fcholaftit 
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fcbolaftic theory admitted ihto the churches, of 
one divine perfon begettiAg another divine perw 
Ton, and yet this fccond divine perfon co-eternal 
with the firft who begat him, and^ thefe divine 
perfons again producing a third divine perfon, 
who yet is co-eternal with the former ones^ 
which at iirft fight feems inconfiflent with the 
immutabiHty oi the divine nature and-thefelf- 
exiftence and fuprcme Deity of the Word and 
Spirit. Such a theogony might eafily be received 
by the heathen Polytheifts, but is without all 
folid foundation in the iofpired oracles* It hath 
involved the Chrillian doctrine of the Trinity 
in difficulties inexplicable : and while it ha^h 
been thought to ftrengthen and fecure tiie.divinity 
' iof the Son, it hath in reality weakened it. It 

fives him nothing but a derived cbmrnunicaCled 
ivinkv or divine cxiftence, when all ScriptutCy 
' and' all r^afon as directed by Scripture, holds all 
real dhrinity to be etjuat arid the fame ; and by 
this means it has given a o^^pater sidvantatre 'to 

tfic encnites of our S^aviour*s Godhead, and of the 
Chrift'ian religion in general, than perhaps any 
thing befides* 

2. ScnfiHe of the impropriety of this doftrine, 
and of the infuiEciency- of its evidence, others 
have held Chrift to be the Son of God from his 
human nature only, and its miraculous formation 
by the divine power in the Blefled Virgin. This 
explication Ihas been adopted both by friends and 
by enemies to our Saviour's divinity: by its . ,1'^^. 
friends, to Tecure his fupreme Deity agaiiift the ' .,?' 
object ions to it drawn from its being generiated by 
the Father : and by its enemies, to get free of the 
argument for his real Deity drawn from the fame 
generation. The Semi arians, who hold Chrift to * 
have a divinity, but inferior to fupreme Godhead, 

adhere 
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adhere to the forifier explication of his Sonfhfpf^ 
we have confickred and expofed. The Socinians, , 
who deny* the proper divinity of theif" Redeemer 

. altogether, and hold him to be. nothing but* a^ 
creature more exalted and God-ltke, have em- 
braced the expoiition of it we ^e now to confi- 
der. But as little can this explication be> admit- 
ted, if either the teftimony of revelation, or the 
nature of the thing is allowed to be decrfive. To > 
ifippofe Chrift to be the Son of God merely from^ 
the preternatural formation of his human nature 
by the divine power, will neither agree with, 
the.natural ground and criterion of tlvischarader,. 
his generation by the Father, nor is fupportedby 
proper and dirtSt evidence from Scripture. 
The charad^er, Soit ©f God, is given in> 
Scripture,, to fafs complex perfon, and fo includes 

. both the natures that therein co-exift. But 
this explication limits it to oneofthem^and to th& 

. one too which is infinitely the loweft. Genera- 
tbn requires that t^e principal conftituent of the 
£oh be of the fame nature with his Father, pre^. 

. exift with him ^ a living principle in the fame 

'fubftance, and be communicated 'by him to unite 
with another nature derived from the mother fo^- 
as to conftitute the complex^ perfon generated the - 
Son of both. But in no inftance will this apply to * 
the mere formation of the human nature of 
Ghrift. It never was and never can be^ of the 
fame nature wrth'God. It never pre^exifted in 

; God as a diftin£t yet confubftantial principle in 
his eflence. It never was- communicated from 
that eflence to the Virgin Mother, fo as to de- 
nominate her Son in any propriety of language, 
the begotten Son of God. His human foul, as 
it was to exift in union with a divine perfon, we 
m^y. w^U believe was created a Xpirit of the no- 

' ' ' . bled;;: 
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bfeft nature and the higheft endowments. But, 
as all the characters formerly mentioned as be- 
longing to- it teftify,. it was ftill but a. creatiiKe, 
feowcver exalted. As all others fpirrts were^ 
and as aH finite fpirits muft be, it was created 
from non-exiftence into being by his almighty- 
power : This therefore was not a generation, but 

. a creation ; and being common t;o Chrift with 
every individual pf the human kind could 
not confer upon him the peculiar anddiftingui{&- 
ing character, the only begotten Son of God.. 
His body too was foretold to be prepared by 
God, PfaL xl. 6. Hsb. x. 5. and was formed by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, Luke i. 35. But 
tWs, thougK a fupernatural formation, was not. 
a proper generation. The originating principle 

' of his body was'not of the fubftance of the Divine 

♦ Spirit, nor conveyed* from him, but organized of 
the iiibftance-of the Vrrgin Mary. If this were 

' meant of his generation, it would make CIuifl:> 

V as much the Son of the third as of the firft per- 
fi)H, which h never affirmed of htm. But it can 
no more be called a generation-,, and contains 
nothing more' divine than the formation of the 

J body of Adam from the earth, or of Eve of a 

part from Adam's fide, which perfons, though fona 

. of God by creation, never are and never can be 

• called his begotten children. 

As this opinion has not the fmalle(t evidence 
from the nature of generation, it has as Httfe from 
exprefs declarations of Scripture. Tbeie divine 
. eraqles always include Chriil's humanity in tbeir 
reprefentations of his Sonihip, but never reft 'it 
on that nature alone. They inform us that the 
Holy Ghoft came upon the Blefied Virgin, and 
th^t the power of the Higheft did overfhadow 
her^ and that diecefore ^Ifo^ or upon this at:- 

count. 
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count j in connection with fome higher one^ thkt^ 
holy thing thatlhould be born of*ber ihould be 
called the Son of God^^Luh i. 35. They af- 
fure us, it .was God's Son whom the huibandmea 
agreed amon^ themfelves to kill, fZrai^ xxi ij;^^ 
14. God's ^onr^^who as to his human nature 
while on earth, knew not the time appointed ^bf^ 
God for the judgment of the world, Afari^xm* 
32. the Soil of God^ whom God fpared not but' 
delivered him up; for us all, iJ^m. viii, 3ar and- 
through whofe death, wjien we were enemies - 
we were reconciled to God, Jiomjk.v. 10. All^ 
thefe Scriptures evince that the Son^of God pof- 
ftfles a.humaa as well as a divine nature, and; 
fome of them that his perfoci, as Son, confifts of ^ 
both. , But that this diftinguilHing tnconuxHini-' 
cable diaradler^ of .tbe begotten, the only b9gp$r -^ 
ten Son of God i&foundod merely^ in the fdrroi^-' 
tion of his human nature,: no revelation of God ' 
has declared, the nature of the thing c^oes npt ' 
admit, and no judicious m^n will believe. Tb<^ • 
former opiiuon placed the iaundajtioi^ of his Soa- 

■ fcip too highi. to. confift ^.vi^ith his feff- exiftetit ' 
and fupr^n«i^Uivinity j .this pl^itces it too low, to 
conftitute the high chara<Skr <rf the begottea Son ' 
of God. Thefirft, from beinj God nec^flarily 

! exiftent, and co eternal with the other perfons^ 
reduces him to a generated, derived and dependent 
divinity. The fecond, of man, raifes him to be the 
begotten Son of God, which Scripture and reafon • • 
aflureois, muft imply divinity^ And both lepZ' 

- rate what they ought-to have conjoined, and reft 
his Sonfliip on one of his natures, whcn> as we 

' (hajl &aw, it confifts in the proper conjundBon - 
of them. 

3. Convkiced therefore that in neither of thefe 
views Chrift. can j uftly ^ be confidered ^ the Son 
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'^^ftSod,' others hav^ applied this dlftin^uifhing 
txharad^er to the office of Meffiah or Mediator^ 
>with which he was by the Father in veiled. Thi« 
^opinion many bf the Socinians have embraced^ 
Ah^t it might free them from believing their Sa- 
^ viour*d divinity, againft which, in pppofition to 
Scripture, in oppofition to the general faith of 
the Chriftian Ghurch, aiid^ oppofition to the na- 
tural propeiffion '6f mankTIia, , to glory in the dig- 
nity of the author of their religion, thefe ftrange^. 
'.Chriftians have a moft unreafdnable prgudice. 
uSome of the firmeft friends of our Lord-g divinitr . 
%ave of late alfo efpoufed this explication of h» 
Sonfhip, rathei^than admit -either of the former 
f)nes, which are neither probable in themfelves, . 
511 or proVed ^y Scripture. This explica- 
tiofi has indeed one advantage over both the pre- 
ceeding 'ones, viz. that it holds , Chrift in hi« 
^hole mediatorial per'fbn to be the Son of God, at 
th^ Scripture clearly holds him to be, and Co in-^ 
dudes both his natures, one or other of which>. 
thie former opinions left out. Yet it labours un^ 
der a gceaterrinconvenience and impropriety than 
cither of ^them : it corifound^ the moft diBtinSt 
4)erfonal with a merely official title.; it overlooks 
the fubftantial perfon evidently chara£terized in 
tScripture as God'« "begotten Sohy and applies a 
^rfonal name, not to the perfon it defcribes, but 
.to ^ the office he bears. This opinion, thou^ 
patronized by names I much love and honour, is 
without all folid foundations either in the obje^ 
dt relates to, or ih the. declarations of Scripture. , 
It appilies moft improperly to the term Son, and 
4S totally inconfiftent with Ae title of a beeottjen, 
fan only begotten one. In the {ptmer explication 
(thecharaderifticail groundof our Swiour'sfiliation 
and jperfoiH mi^hr have Ibme application, though 

very 
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^veVy imperfe£l; but in this it can have no^t% 
Every idea of generation and Sonfliip is totally ex*- 
eluded, and the mod exprefs and uniform decla- 
rations of them in 'Scripture are Intirely perverted 
into metaphor and impropriety. 

As this opinion is inconilftent with the general 
^erms in which revelation affirms and explains 
our Saviour's fonfliip, it cannot be expecSled to 
have fupport from any .particular .parts of it* 
Thofe words of our Blefled Saviour to the Jews, 
■** Say ye of him whom the Father hath fanSified 
*• and fent into the world, thou blafphemeft, he- 
•* caufe I faid I am the Son of God," yohn x. 36, 
have been.often adduced in proof of this do£lrine, 
hiit do npt prove it. Our Saviour^n his public 
difcourfe had calledtjod his Father, and affirmed 
that he and his Father were one, ver. 30. The 
Jews thereupon accufed him of blafphemy, who 
being in their apprehenfion a man only, called 
himfdf God and the Son of God. Jefus, in 
vindication of what he had faid^ refers his adver- 
. fafies to a part of their own infpir^d writings, 
Pfalm Ixxxii. 6. where princes or projphets to 
whom the word of God came, in veiling them 
with thefe offices, are called Gods and children 
of the Moft High: and if fuch perfons, from 
their mere cdmmiffion from Go<l, and in lan- 
guage plainly metaphorical, were called children 
xyf God, much more may he whom the Father 
had ianftified or confecrated to the office of Mef- 
fiA by the union of a divine perfon with bis 
holy human nature, Liikei* 35. and who as his 
begotten Son was f^tit into the world, affirm him* 
lelf to be .the Son of God- They were God's 
fons by confecration and office, he was God's Son 
by generation alfo and in perfon. They became 
the fons of God after they CfUnc into the world, 

and 
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r^nd wten called to their office; Chriftwas bora 
intoihe world itii this charader, and held it liot 

^.by his confecration, at Us baptifm, as fome 

^ha^e imagined, but was the Son of God, as the 

vScripture often teftifies, from his conception and 

'birth. Their fonfhip, like the divinity there 
afcribed to them, was merely figurative, but his 
was natural and proper. This fonfliip Chrift*^ 
clid not think !fit at that time particularly to ex- 

.plain, aQjrinore than his efTential unity With hk 
Father. But from the general eharadlers in 
^hich he defcribes it as being brought ^th him 
into the world, he intimates, it was not merely 

-official and metaphorical, like that of the^pertons 
lie refers to, but -that he was the Son o^ God, 

^not in that only, btit in a 'much higher fenfe, 
and which can ' apply ' to none but himfelf, his 

^ruly begotten and proper Son. Many pai&ges 
of Scripture affirmnhc Son- 43f God to be the IVkf- 
fiah, and c;ill Mteflkb, dr Chrift^ the Son of 
Ood'. Thefe '&qW ^that the characters Son of 
God and Meifiah appW to the fame perfon, but 

-not that; they* are applied to him on the fame 
ground. The firft relates to his perfon, and de- 
notes his filial relation to his Father : the fecond 
exprefles his office, and that to that office he was 
anointed and confeehkted by him« His being 
confecrated to the Office of Mediator may imply 
that he is the Son of God, for none ;elfe can poN 
fefs^that charafiier and difcharge the offices of it^ 

' but it is never affigned in Sa'ipture, and in the 
nature of things never can be affigned as the 
^eunda^ion of his Sonfhip. 

4; One explication more has been given t>f our 
Savioar*s Sonlhsp that merits any confideratidn^ 
i^hich is, that be is fe. called on acdountof his re- 
furiedionby the divine power from the dead. 

But 
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But tbU is eqiMkily ^proper and unfuppcurteci Ml 
the foTttieu He was ^< declared to be the Son, 
*^ of God with power, according to tbe fpirit of 
f^ hollnefs by his refurre£Uon from the dead/* 
H&m* i. 4. Bttt this drd not make him God's 
Son^ but only declared him to be fo« He is caU 
led the firft-b^tten and the firft-born from the 
de;^. Rev, u i8* and 5. for the "word in both 
^places is the fjime. But this does not expref« 
that proper generattoit by which he became the 
Son of God, for God, angels and mea^ nad all 
afcrib^ this generation and Sonfhip to him be<^. 
fore. This gener2(tion we (hall fee commenced 
at his incarnation, when the divine eternal Word 
was made fle{h ; and as he refumed this Heft, 
and entered anew upon his complete life, his 
refurce^ion i^ reprefented as a fort of regenera« 
tiofi. It did not conftitute him the Son of God» 
but only refers us to the proper ground of i^ 
Hid .incamation^dec^ares this chztiStti'y Son of 
God, to belong to Chrift, and raifes Chdftto 
the honour due to this char^der. Thefe things 
are fo evident in themfdveis as to require no con« 
firmation.Chrift is God'3 begotten Son, which his 
refurre£)ion did attei^, aiid neceiTarily fuppofed^ 
but could not conftitute.' And he is called his 
only begottm Son, by' which he is perfonally 
diftuiguiflied and exalted above the. whble crea- 
tion ; but multitudes. rofevirith him at his rcfur* 
rcftion, and the whole World fiiali be raifed by 
him at the laft day. Such are the chief ppiniont 
upon thi» long debated fubjed. They, have all 
arifen from inaccurate ideas of generation, a pstr- 
tial'viev^ofthe gloruou&iperfon it is affirmed oft' 
and, an^attbrttion only to thofe Scriptures that 
feemed in any degree^ to fuppoit the diflSdr^t 
a theorict 
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theories which different writers have adopted on 
this articl=," without confidering the doi^rine of 
Scripture in general. None of them agree with 
the declared ground of our Saviour's Sonfbip, 
fais proper generation by the Father. None of 
them are fupported by any clear, general and 
confiitcjit voice of revelation. Some of them are 
altogether falfe and foreign to the fubjefl ; and 
thofc which have any relation to it, exhibit often 
fuch mtfhiken, and always fitch I'm per fe»a views of 
it, as come greatly fbort of the real truth. But the 
proper exhibition and ellabliQtment of this point 
{ball be the fubje<^ of the next chapter. 
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Of the proper and Scriptural ^enfe in which 
Chrift Jefus is the Son of God: 

I Have proved that in the perfon of our Blefled 
Saviour, there co-exifl two diftinfl natures, 
divinity and humanity, with all the efiential pro« 
pertles belonging to each. I have fhowed that 
this complex4>erfon is called the Son of God, his 
proper, his begotten ; his peculiar, his only be- 
gotten Son. 1 have afcertainecj^ the proper no- 
tion of generation, and have exjJofed the^ impro- 
per and unfcriptural fenfes in which this charac- 
ter of our Saviour has been hitherto explained. I 
proceed now to fliow diredlly in what fenfe Chrift 
IS the Son of God, and to eftablifh this point by 
•unqueftionable evidence. 

I. Son is a perfonal name," and muft therefore 
Jbe underftood as relating immediately to the 
perfon of Chrift. As this glorious perfon con- 
tains two natures, the divine and ^ the human> 
he can be conceived to be the Son of Goi 
in three refpeds, and in three only; Thefe 
are, the generation of his divinity, as iecond per- 
fon in the Godhead ; the fupernatural formatioa 
of his human nature, by the power of God ; or, 
laftly, the unition of thefe two natures in his in- 
. carnation, producing his complex perfon, as 
God-man. The firft we have fliowed is too high 
to confift with the equal divinity, eternity, and 
felf-exiftence, which every perfon in the fame 
jjnmutable Deity muft poffefs. The fecond is 
too low to founa the high charafler which, \n fu- 
teer^miilence to God's v^Kole created ojBFspring, is 
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nfcribed to Chrift, even that he is God's only be- 
gotten Son. A generated God feeais fo repug- 
nant to our beft notions of Deity, that as men 
we can never conceive it ; and having no real 
foundation in Scripture, as Chriftians we cannot 
believe it. A generated man, if a man only, 
and begotten of man, we can eafily comprehend ; 
but a mere man, begotten by God, is inconceiv- 
able and impoffible ; and therefore Chrift can as ^ 
litHe be the Son of God in this refpeft^ But as 
thefe feem both of them impoffible, fo both of 
them are repugnant to every idea of genera- 
tion, which the Scripture always afligns as the 
proper ground of the Sonfliip of Chrift. A ge- 
neration of the iirft perfon by the fecond might be 
aproduiElion -, or if in the fame numerical efknce, 
would be areprodudion of the fame e/ience under 
another fubfiftence, not a generation. In like 
manner the produ£tion of Chrift'3 human nature 
may be called a creation, with regard to his foul, 
and a formation, with refpedlto his body 9 but 
, neither can be called a generation; much lefs fuch 
a generation as could conftitute him the Son of 
God, whfch requires him to have a divine con- 
filtuent principle, and that principle communi-* 
cated from the Father. But as thefe explications 
are incompatible with the natures g( Chrift, fo ' 
we have fhpwed they have as little confiftency 
with, or evidence from. Scripture. As both his 
Deity and humanity unite in the perfon of 
Chrift, the Son of God is fometimes chara&erifed 
from the one nature, and fometimes from the 
other. And this is one chief reafon why difi^rent 
and oppofite theorifts have not only gone into 
different opinions, but have fome appearance of 
evidence from Scripture in fupport of them. But 
chough revclatipn fometimes holds forth the 
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Son of God in one nature and fome times in an- 
other, it never, in one inftance, reftriits his Son- 
ihip to either of thefe natures alone, but al^^ays 
includes alfo the other nature. This \^e fliowed 
in all thofe paflages that proved Chrrflr, in his 
general perfon, to be the Son of God, and will 
fhowrnore fully in the fequel of this chapter. 
But what does all this import ? If, according to 
the cleareft dictates of reafon and revelation, 
Chrift neither is nor can be the Son of Crod in 
the firft nor in the fecond of thefe fenfes men- 
tioned, he muft be fo in the third. If he is iiot the 
Son of God from the generation either of his di- 
vine or of his human nature, he muft of neceffity 
be his Son on account of the proper conjundlion 
of them in one complex perfon, for there is no 
other perfonal refpe6t in which this perfonal and 
relative name can be given him. 

2. That Chrid is the Son of God in this fenfe 
will be .farther evident when it is confidered that 
this agrees perfectly with*the notion of gene- 
ration, which is uniformly declared in Scripture 
to be the foundation of our Saviour's Sonfhip, and 
confequently is the criterion and teft by which 
the proper fenfe of this charafter muft be deter- 
mined. Without this efiential criterion every 
theory that can be adopted is rendered incapable 
of other proof. But poflefled of this, an ex- 
plication of this article is not only fufceptible of 
other Scriptural evidence, but carries the funda- 
mental evidence of its truth in its own bofom. 
The want of this muft for ever reprobate the for- 
mer explications; for to none of them would the 
efiential ideas of generation apply. BVit what 
confirms this fenfe is^ that the charafterof a be- 
gotten Son requires this explication j it can hold 
with propriety innaoth^r^ and holds in this^virith 
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ai*iazjngexa<5lnefs, in every proper and neceffary 
point of comparifon. Thus, for inftance does 
generation fignjfy not a produdlion of a fubftance, 
or even of a fimple perfon that had no exiftence 
before, but the produ6^ion of a complex perfon 
from a pre-exiftent living principle j the perfon 
of Chrift is chiefly conftituted of the pre-exiftent 
eternal Logos, or fecond perfon in the Godhead. 

' Does the pre-exiftent principle exift in the gene* 
ral fubftance of the Father, and partake of the 
fame nature under a different fubfiftence; the fe- 
cond perfon of the Godhead poflefles the fame na- 
ture, and what is more, the fame numerical 
nature with the firft, and poffefles that nature 
alfo under a diftindt perfonal fubfiftence. Is 
the pre-exiftent living principle in humrn 
generation, not the refuJt of the Father's will, 
nor dependent upon it for exiftence, but exifls in 
and with him, by the fame law or neccdity of 
nature as himfelf exifts ; fo the divine Logos, 

- co-exifts with the other divine peffons in the fauio 
divine eflence, and by the fame neceffity of na- X 
ture, bv which the divinity in general, and every 
perfonal fubfiftence in that divinity docs exift. 
I>oes human generation confift \si. the unition 0$ 
thi^ original living principle, with an acqcffary 
fubftance derived from the female parent \ or ia -^Ux 
an acceffion of fuch fubftance to the original Of 
principle; fo this divine generation confifts ir> the - * 
unition of the divine Logos, not only with a hu- 
man'foul created by God, but with a human body 
alfo derived from the fubftance of the Bleffed Vir- 
gin, and both united with the Divine Word. Is 
this addition to the origjnal principle made by the 
generation of the Father, the conception of- the ^ 

mother, and the energy of the living principle ; 
fo God the Father, by whofe peculiar agency, 
this human nature was formed and united to his 
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Divine Word, is affirmed to have begotten tW» 
glorious perfon, Pfalm ii. 6. The Blefled Vir- 
gin of whom his body was formed is faid to have 
conceived and born him, Ifmah y\\. i^» And the 
Word to have partook of human nature, and to 
be made in human flefli, Hek. H. 14, yii^n i. 14. 
From this unrtion of the original prindfftse^^h 
the acceffary fubflance, is there conftituted and 
produced a mor6 vifible and complex perfon, 
• pofleiling the nature of both parents, and taking 
its denomination of Son from both, but chiefly 
from the Father, from whom the chief confti- 
tuent of its perfon was derived ; fo from the in- 
carnation of the Divine Word, is conftituted the 
complex perfon of Immanue\, partaking per- 
fedUy the' nature of God and of man, called not 
infrequently nor improperly the Son of Man, 
yet chiefly and moft frequently the Son of God. 
^ Is a Son fprung of both parents the beft pledge 

n of their love, fo we ihall find this glorious God- 

' man is the beft pledge of friendfliip between God 

and man, and formed for every office of Mediator 
betwixt them. Such h the amazing agreement be- 
tween the incarnation of the D wine Word and hu- 
man generation. To no other view of our Saviour's 
perfon that ever has been given do thefe prMnarjr 
evidences of bis Sonfhip apply. To no other view 
that can be given of bin* can they apply. Ift 
every efiential and neceflTary point do they apply to 
our Saviour^s incarnation, and the conftitucion 
of his coiTjplex perfon, which we have here af- 
l figned as the foundation bf bis Sonfliip, and there- 

f fore they furnifli a moft convincing evidence that 

in this fenfe, and in this only, 19 Cbrift Jefus the 
Son of God. 

3. Let usconfult at large the facred oracles, 
ana we ftiall find them giving their unanimous 

declaration in proof of tbii doacine. 

The 
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The eflential ideas of generation, by which 
our Saviour's Son(hip is defined in Scripture^ are 
the firft and general marks by which we arc to- 
determine the true ground of this diftinguilhing 
title. But we are not wliolly left to fuch 
phyfiological analogies to inveftigate and afcer- 
tain a truth of fuch infinite and univerfal impor- 
tance to mankind, Befides tl^fe general charac* 
tcriftics of our Saviour's Sonfhip, God hath given 
us many particular and clear declarations of Scrip* 
. ture, defcribing theperfon to whom this charac- 
ter. Son of God, belongs, and dire£^ing- us to- 
judge upon what ground i^e poflefles it. . Let us 
then confider accurately the Scriptures of tr'uthy 
and we (hall find that whenever the blefled Jefus 
is defcribed as the Son of God, . it is with regard* 
to his complex perfon, and whenever he is chl- 
radlerized as the begotten Son of God, it is in* 
regard to the produdtion of that conjiplex perfon, 
by theunition of the two natures of which it i» 
compofed. 

One of the firft and moft not^d declara« 
tions of our Saviour's Sonihip is that pro- 
phetic one given of him by his divine Father- 
lum(elf, PfiHm^\hrfr-^ Thou art my S on, thi g. 
*' day have I begotten thee." This Pfalm, as 
every part of it indicates, and the beft^ interpre- 
ters are agreed, contains a predi<Sion of the glo- 
rious prince Meffiah, God in our nature. The 
words quoted declare him to be God's Son, his 
begotten Son, begotten however, not from eter« 
nity, but exprefsly affirmed to be begotten this day^ 
even at that aufpicious aerawhen he was to appear 
as Meffiah, and when the other events here pre*^ 
dieted of him, in that chara&er were alfo. to be 
accompliihed. . In this clear and natural fenfe the 
Jewiih paraphrafts underftood this paflage; as- 
Tehillim Kabbathi^ the Midraib> Abenezra,' 
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and other expofitors of it teftify. But what is an 
infinitely higher confirmation, and muft put the 
true nieaning and application of it beyond all dif- 
pute is, that an infpired Apoftle has frequently 
quoted this Pfalm, arid this particular paffage of 
It, as predictive of our Saviour, and never under- 
itood It as applying to hirri before, but only after, 
his incarnation, jf^s xiii. 33. Hd. i. 5. and v. 5. 
In the 89th Pfalm, which in its ultimate fenfe 
both Jews and Chriftians have ever confidered 
as prophetical of the Son of God, Chrift is fore- 
told as faying to his Father, « Thou* art my 
rather, my God, and the rock of my falva-. 
^' tion," and his Father as promifing that he would 
make him his firft-born, * hi^er than the 
kings of the earth,'' P/alm Ixxxix. 26, ay. 
All which agree neither with his divine perfon 
only, or with his human nature only, but moft 
cxaaiy with his complex perfon, and fo indi- 
cate that God is his Father, and he the Son of 
Ood in that refpedl. 

Ifaiah, as direded of God, thus foreteHs the 
birth and charafler of this Son of God, and relts 
both upon the fame foundation, ^< Behold a 
Virgin ihall coricelve and beajf a Sott, and Ihall 
call his jiame Immaniiel," Ifaiah vii. 14. who,, as 
his name imports, and the infpired Evangelift 
hath rendered it. Matt. i. 23, is God with us. 
Accorditigly, when the fame evangelic prophet 
defcribes this perfon as born and manifefted, he 
fays, '^ Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is 
*• given;** clearly implying that as in human 
generation a child is not called a fon till it is born, 
lb neither did Chrift become the Son, eitfier of 
God or of man, untill the generation and birth of 
his perfon as Immanuel. Correfpondent to this 
generation, and to the complex perfon generated,. 
' • arc 
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arc the names and offices by which he is imme4 
diately defcribed. " The government (hall be 
upon his ihoulders, and his name fhall be called 
"VVonderful Counfellor, the mighty God, the 
cverlafting Father, the prince of peace, of the 
''* increafe of whofe government and peace there 
% Oiall be no end." Ifaiah ix. 6, 7. All which 
i« chara£ber9 apply to his complex perfon, and to* 
2^i that onlyy and io all intimate* that the Son here 
"i foretold, was to be God and Man in one perfon, 
r and that by the unttion of thefe two tiatures in 
t» the Virgin's womb was this wonderful and glori- 
i ous perfon to be procreated. If from the Jew- 
in Uh we come forward to the Chriftian reve- 
lation, we ihall find this fundamental article 
of revealed refigion • afcertained by ftill clearer, 
and more decifive evidence. 

When the Angel Gabriel foretells to the Blef-- 
fed Virgin our Saviour's conception and birth, . 
he fays, ** Thou flwih conceive in thy womb, and 
** bring forth a fon, and fhalt call his name 
** Jefus 'y he (hall be great^ and fliall be called 
** the Son of the Highe(l::" that is, according to. 
the facred. language, which calleth perfons and. 
things wharthey really are, he (hall be the Son 
of Cibd Moft High ; « And the Lord God (hall 
** give unto him the throne of his Father David,- 
*' and.he (hall reign over the hoafe of Judah for 
^' ever and ever, and of his kingdom there (hall - 
"be no end,'^ £j<i^ i. 31— 33. This is the- 
fdfilment of Ifaiah's prophefy, and the glorious 
Immanuel is now to be conceived and Drought, 
forth^who is called, in the fame perfon, the Son of . 
God Moft High, and the Son of David ; which 
plainly intimates that his Son(hip, both divine and ^ 
haman, apply to him as God-man; andconfen: 
.^ntLy. that his generation confifts in the uni- 
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tion of thcfe natures in bis complex perfon. Thft 
aftonifhed Virgin having afked how this nriyfteri- 
OU8 generation and conception fhbnld be efre<£led). 
the Angel anfwers her in term$ which both ex- 
plain and confii^ this important truth. *• The 
** Holy Ghoft (fays he) fiiall come upon thee," 
viz. to form the Saviour's body of thy fubftance,, 
as the Father, we may believe, created his humaa 
foul. It is added^ ^ and the power of the Uigh- 
« eft fcall overfliadow the.*^ This Divine Power 
is diftinguifhed from the Spirit, and is, I think, 
to be underftood not merely of the omnipoteoce 
of G6d, but of the fecona perfon in the God- 
head, who in the Scriptures and the, ancient 
church, both Jewifli and Chriftian, was of> 
ten reprefented as the Power of God ; and 
who, notwithftanding he was to have a princi* ' 
pal concern here, is not otfaerwife nentioned^ 
*^ The fubftantial Power of the Moft High or 
, ^ divineLogosfhalloverOiadow thee," and afiiime 

into perfonal union with himfelf this foul and* 
body formed by the other perfons; in. confe^ 
quence of all wMch, adds the Angela that holy 
thing generated in or born of tbte, fhall be cal-^ 
led the Son of God, Zlffi/ i. 34^ 35.. 

St. John, when he treats of o«» SaWourV 
perfon, reprefents his Sonfliip m the very fame 
light. ** In the beginning (fays he) was the 
'••Word, and the Word was with God, and 
" the Word was God,** Jchn L ly %^ Here 
is bis proper charaf^er as fecond perfon in 
the Godhead, diftind in fidbfiftence from 
the other perfons^ yet of the iame divine ef- 
fence. But how does^ this divine perfon^ co- 
eternal and co>eflential with the iirft, become 
|k Son of God I Of this St. John clearly in* 
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forms us at the 14th verfe : " The Word (fays he) 
«< was made flefli, anddweltamongft us, and we 
«« beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
<' ten of the Father,* • and who had become fuch, 
by thisacceffion of humanity, by thcDivine f ower, 
to his original divinity, as is plainly iriti mated, 
Acxordingly, this apoftle, who had repeatedly 
called Chrift before his incarnation, the Word, as 
uniformly after it, calls him the Son, and the 
only begotten Son of God, 'Jchnu 18. — iii- 16, i^«. 
In like manner when he reprefents the Tri- 
nity in their proper divine charaders bearing 
witnefs to this great truth,, that Jefus Chrift is 
' the Son of God, and Saviour of the World, 
I yohn V. 7. he reprefents them not as the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft; but as the - 
Father, the Wprd, and the Holy Ghoft; by 
which . that infpired apoftle ftill iho\Ms that by 
the Word he meant Chrift's divine perfon as fe- 
cond fubfiftence in the Godhead, and by Son of . 
God, his complex perform as God-man, the.Sa*. 
viour of the world. 

When Chrift was folemnly confecratcd to 
his office of mediator at his baptjfm) the Father 
declared from heaven, in fuchianguage as all pre* 
fent might be fuppoied *tor- underfland^ that this 
perfon in hunian nature^ who was now baptized, 
was his beldvsed Son, Matih. iii. 17. When the 
(ame Jefus was afterwards transfigured upon the 
mount, God his Father, with nmilar cleatnefs 
and foleainity, repeated \i\% at^eftation to this cha- 
rader, Matth. xvii. 5. uniformly ^leclaring him 
his Son, in the characi^ he then appeared in, as 
the Word made fleih, and dweUing among' man- 
kind. 

. The fame is the account of his fiHal perfon 
•and charader given us by. Chrift himfeli, who, 
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all will acknowkdfye, mufl have well known It. 
Having aiked the blind maa whom he had cured^ 
if he believed on the Son of God ? the msui an- 
fwers, ** Who is he, Lord^ that I may believe on 
** him ?*' Jefus replies, *< Thou- haft both feen 
^' him, and it is he that talketh with thee/' J^Im 
xi. 35— 37^ And when folenuily addreffing his 
Father in profpe£); of his laft fufferings, and of- 
the glory that was to follow, be. fays, <• Father, 
** the hour is come, glorify thy Son, tlKit thy Son* 
** alfo may glorify thee," J^n xvii. i, in both 
which inftances he clearly applies the title Son of 
God to his complex perfon, and the^^filial rela- 
tipn it had given him to God as his Father. 

In the fame view do the Apoftles uniformly 
confider their mafter as the Son of God. Thus 
when Chrift aiked them, whom fay ye that I am ? 
Peter, in his own name, and in the- name of the 
whole, replied, " Thou art Chrift the Son of the 
•living God/* Matthew xvi. 16. St, Paul wri- 
ting to the Romans, affirms, that the Son oi 
God, Chrift Jefus, *^ was made of the feed of 
Davui according to this ilefh, but was declared to 
be the Son of God by his refurre&ion from the 
dead," Rom^ i. 3. 4. Writing to^ the Galatian» 
he fays, that ** when the fulnefs of the time 
" was come, God fent forth his^Soin made of %- 
'* woman." In which paJOfages he clearly fhews 
tljat the charaSer, Son of God, denotes his com-' 
plex perfon; and that by the- fame incarnation, 
by which he became the Son of man, he became 
alfo, and at the fa<m^ tiixie, the Son of God. 
But in the fiift chapter of his Epiftle to the He- 
brews, he not ^nly afirmsy but by a chain of evi- 
dence demonftrates this important truth. To 
confirm hvi. believing countrymen in tbeChriftian 
faith, and to convert the unbdievcirs, who denied 
• ■'* Jefus 
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JdTus of Nazareth to be the Son of God^ the 
Apoftle begins with afcertaining the Sonftip zM 
perfonal dignity of Chrift, and his infinite fu- 
periority both to angels, and to thofe men by 
whom the Jewifli religion was introduced or 
fitpported, thereby effeSually to recommend to 
them the religion of Jefus. He tells them that 
*< God hath in thefelaft days fpoken unto them by 
^ his Son, whom he bath appointed heir of all 
•* things," which implies that the Son of God is 
m^n, for as God he has a natural right to all 
things ^ yet to ihow that this Son was God as well 

^ as man, it is added, that by him ^* God made the 
** worlds,*' pointing him out as God's co-eilential 
Memra or Logos, by whom the Jews believed 
all things were created. This Son the Apoflle 
farther defcribes as " the brightnefs of his Fa- 
♦* ther's gloryj and the exprefs image of hi^ per- 
* ** fon, and .upholding all things by the w6rd of 
'*- his power,** wjiich muft relate chiefly to his 
divinity. Yet to* fliow that this fame Son 
of God contained a human as well as a divine na<* 
ture, be defcribes* him alfo as " purging our 

^ . ^^ fins, and then fitting down on the right hand 
<« of the Majefty on high/' which plainly in^ 
eludes his human nature, verfe 3. He explains 
in the fame fenfe, and applies to the fame 

^ complex perfon of Chrift, as we have done, that 
pafiage in the 2d Pfalro, " Tliou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee :" Which explication 
^he farther confirms from the promife of the Mef* 
fiah made hf God uhto*David, and of whom 
Solomon was a type, 2 Sam. vii, 14. '* I wiH 
«' be to him a father, and he fhall be to me a fon,** 
predi£ling the generation and appearance of thfe 
Son of God, in that future period when he 
Ihould. be^ born into* the world. , He tells us, 

ver. 
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vcr. 6* that ** when Ood bringeth in the firft- 
*** begotten into the world, he faith, let aH the 
*' angels of God worihip him," which ibows, 
that though as fecond perfon in the Godhead, he 
was prior to all creatares, and created theni, yet 
as Son of God, or the firft begotten, he was 
pofterior to the angels; and when he was brought 
forth in that chara^er, at his incarnation on this 
earth, and exhibited in his proper glpry at his 
afcenfioh into heaven, all the angeKc tribes were 
commanded to worfhip him. At the 8th verfe he 
reprefents God the Father addreffing his exalted 
Son, in that noble prophetic defcription of him 
contained in the 45th Pfalm, ** To the Son be 
«* faith. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever;" 
which declares in higheft terms his divinity : yet 
it is added, << A fceptreof righteoufnefs is the 
•* fceptre of thy kingdom, thou loveft righteouf- 
** ncfs and hateft iniquity^ therefore God, even 
** thy God hath anointed thee with' the oil of 
«' gladnefs above thy fellows ;" which as clearly 
affirms alfo his humanity ; and both thefe natures 
being by God affirmed of hiiti as hts Son, proves, 
if the teftimbny of God, and his infpired fer- 
vants can prove it, that in -both thefe natures, 
Jefiisis the^onof God. 

Such are the -numerous, clear and' dcmonftra- 
tive proofs revelation gives us, that Chrift as 
God-man is the Son of God, and that hit gene- 
ration confided in the unition of the fecond per- 
fon in the Godhead, with his human nature at 
his incarnation. Many of thefe pafl&gcs clearly 
determine the Son's, generation, to the incarna- 
tion of the Divine Word : all of them hoW 
forth Chrift to be the Son of God, as he Is God 
in our nature, which proves his generation to be 
ihe dune* And of the numerous other pai&gcs 
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€>t .Scfip<ture that mention Chrift as the Son of 
CSpd, tt^re is not one that 1 can find that^repre* 
fents himinthis chara£ker either as he is God only^ 
or man only, but all of them, as he is God-man» 
tikie Son of both, and the friend of both. 

4. What further proves Chrift to be the Son of 

C^ck), as he is God-roan, is, that the name Son of 

God, is in Scripture joined with all thofe other 

ciharafiers of Chrift, both perfonal and official,. 

"which deicribe our Saviour in his complex perfon. 

Thefe charaders are the Son of Man, .Chrift or 

Meffiah, Jefus or the Saviour, together virith the 

offices he executes in effecting our falvation» All 

thefe defcribe our Saviour in his compound perfon;, 

and if we confult the Scriptures, we (hall find,that 

with all thefe the term Son of God is joined, and 

always ufed as deicriptive of the fame perfon ta 

which.thefe are afcribed. 

The fame perfon who is called the Son of 
God, is called too the Son of Man, Thus^ the 
fame child Jefus, whom the Virgin was to bear^ 
the angel declares fhould be both '< the Son of 
^* the Higheft, and the Son of David„" Luh i. 32* 
When our Blefled Saviour afked hia difcipjes^ 
•* Whom do men fay,that X the Son of Man am ? 
** Peter anfwered, thou art Chrift the Son of the 
•* living God»'* Mafth. xvi. 13, 16. which our 
Saviour fuftaining, confirmed the declaration of 
hi^ apoftle, that the titles,^ Son of God and Son 
of Man, were convertible terms, as though they 
rcprefented him as difi^erently related, yet they^'. 
wece both expreffive of the fame perfon. Accord* 
ingly Jefus himfelf being interrogated by the 
High Prieft, whether he was the Son of God? ac- 
kno^^ledged he was, yet affirmed he was- 
alfo the Son of Man j^ for both w^re charafLers: 
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of the fame pcpfon of Mefliah, *Afmh. xxvi.' 
63, 64. St. Paul affirms Chrift to be iw the fame' 
perfon, made of the feed of David, ikiil'the SoA 
of God, Rom. i. 3, 4, And St. John has the fame* 
viiion, and gives the very (amedefcription of the 
Son of God, Rev. ii. 18. that he had received 
and given of the Son of Man, Chapm u 13-^15. 
viz. That his eyes were like unto a flame of 'fire, 
and his feet like fine brafs, both whieh'corre** 
fpond exa£thr with the vijion and prophetic-' 
defcrtption of the Saviour given fay Daniel, Chap. 
X. 5, 6. and all of them evince the Sbn of God- 
and the Son of Man to be the fame peFfon^ and 
confequently that this perfon along with hiSfdivine, 
includes alfo a human nature. 

The fame perfon who is called the Son 
of God, is called Melfiah, or ChriA ; which 
though the firft denotes his perfon, and the fecond- 
his office ; yet thefc being indifferently predicated 
of the fame perfon, fhow that perfon to be- the = 
fame. Thus in thefecond Pfalm, the fame perfon, 
who is called in»tWD, God's Mcfffah, or anointed, 
ver. 2. and who at ver. 6. is prophetically de- 
clared to be anointed king of Zion^ is at ver. 7. 
called his Son, his begotten Son. Upon this ^nd 
their fubfequent revelations, the Jews underllood 
the terms Son of God and Meffiah as always dc- 
fcriptive of the fame perfon. Thus Nathaniel is 
no fooner fatisfied that Jefus was the promifed 
Meffiah,^ than he declares, *< Rabbi, thou art the * 
<« Son of God, thou art the King of Ifrael," 
John i. 49, The High Priefl adjured our Sa- 
viour to tell him, whether he was the Chrift, the 
Son of God, when Jefus declaves he was, con- 
firming at once the identity offperfon to w&om 
thefe characters were given and appropriating 
both to himfelf, Matth. xxvi. 63, 64, Inftruftcd 

by 
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by the national religion, and much confirmed in 
this truth by their divine mafter, the difciples of 
ChriA uniformly applied thcfe charailers to the 
fame perfon. Martha being interrogated by our 
Saviour of her belief in him, anfwered, ^^ Lord 
^* I believe that thou art the Chrift, the Son of 
** God, which ihould come into the world," 
yohn xi. 27. And the Twelve, when lie afked 
them who they thought he was, immediately 
replied, " We believe and are fure, that thou; art 
** that Chrift, the Son of the living God," 
Jahu vi. 6. therein expreffing both the Jewifh 
and the Chriilian faith, which held thefe titles to 
be but different names of the fame perfon; 

The Scriptures apply the name Son of God, 
to the fame perfon who is called Jefus or the Sa- 
viour. Thus Mark intitles his Gofpel, '* The 
^' book of the generation of Jefiis Chrift the Son 
** of God," Marku i. St. John, when he .wrote 
for theg'Cnefai inftru&ion of the Chriftian world, 
concludes his Gofpel by declaring, Tbat^^^ thefe 
^^ things are written that ye may believe that 
"Jefus Chrift is the Son of God," Johnxx* ^t^ 
Aipd inoneof his Epiftles, he fayis,t **' We have 
" fecn ahd do t^ify that the Father ient the Son- 
*' to be the Saviour of the world," ly^hniv. 14* 
And Paul reprefents the Theflalonians as waiting 
for God's Son from heaven, even Jefus who hath 
delivered us from the wrath to come, i The/. 
i. 10. By which they clearly intimate that, the 
names Jefus and Son of God are charad:eriftical 
of the felf-fame perfon. 

This name Son of God is alfo applied to every 
office Chrift per formed, every bleffinghe hath pro-* 
cured, and every honour he is raifed to in his 
complex perfon^ Thiis, was he made of a woman, 
and made un^r the laV) it was the Scm of God. 

wha 
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who was fo made, GaL iv. 4. Was he at his en<* 
trance upon his miniftry baptized with water, by 
John Baptift, and by his Father with the' Holy 
Spirit; both joined in afiSrming it was the Son of 
God who was then baptized, John i. 34. MatU iiu 
17. Did he as our great prophet declare to us God 
and his will, it was the only begotten Son who 
declared him, Johnu 18. Was he made a great higk 
prieft, as Son he was made an high prieft, Meh* 
v« 5. Did God not fpare him but deliver him up 
for us all ; it was his Son he delivered up, Rsm. 
viii. 31. Did heraife Jefus from the dead, it was 
his Son he raifed up, A£li\\u2b. And did he 
glorify him whom the Jev/s delivered up, and de- 
nied in the prefence of Pilate ; it was his Son 
Jefus who was denied by man, but whom God 
glorified, ver. 13. Are we cleanfed by hrs Wood 
from all fin ; it is the blood of Jefus Chrift hia 
Sonthatcleanfethus, vjohn'u 7. 

But what does all this infer ? If the title. Son 
of God, is definitive of the fame precife perfon,r 
as the title Son of Man, MeiTiah pr Chrift, Jefur 
or the Saviour; if it is applied to all that Chrifl^ 
became, did, and fuffered for our falvation : and 
da six tb«fe charaders and ofiices expreis hi» 
complex perfon as God-man Mediator j then \^ 
follows by unavoidable confequence that the 
fame complex perfon who is the Son of Man» 
Ti/Ieffiah, the Saviour, is the Son of God. The 
Prophets foretold thefe to be the fame perfon: 
the Jews expe<9:^d them to be the fame. Neither 
Chrift nor his apoftles hinted the fmalleft diffe- 
rence or diftin£lion betwixt tbem^ whicK we may 
be fure they would have.done, had any diftinflioa 
exifted. On the contrary, our Blel&d Saviour^ 
and every infpired writer of the New as well a& 

©f the Old Teftameat^ with unanimous and uni- 
form 
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form coqfenty ^PP^y thefe charaders to the iame 
perfon; and confequently teach us, that hebe« 
came the begotten Son of God, when he was 
conceived and born as the Son of Man^ and that 
his generation confifted in the unitionof the divine 
Logos with our human nature. 

Nor to elude the force of this, or the other 
arguments from Scripture in fupport of this doc- 
trine, can it with reafon be faid, that Chrift having 
been the Son of God by the eternal generation 
of his divine perfon, and that divine perfon con- 
ftituting the chief part of his complex perfon^ 
continues to give a name to the whole. For, i. 
we have no evidence, that his divine perfon was 
^ generated from eternity by. the Father, or that he 
is the Son of God in that fcnfe. We have al- 
ready ihewed that fuch an opinion, is without all 
foiindation in Scripture^ and inconfiftent with 
that co-eternal and co-eifential exigence which is 
afcribed to the divine Word, equally as to the 
other perfons m the Godhead. To believe Chrifl: 
then to be the Son of God inthisfenfe, is to be- 
lieve without evidence, either from revelation or 
reafon ; and therefore the obiedtion is a mtt^petitin 
^rimipi i^ a b^ging tbc queftion, m Logicians call 
It. 2. Every paflage of Scripture that holds forth 
Chrift as Son of God, holds him forth as fuch in 
his complex perfon ; and every' infpired writer 
that declares his generation, places it in the pro* 
creation of that perfon, by the incarnation of the 
divine Word. And we have (hown, that in this, 
and no other poigble fenfe, can the elTential ideas 
of generation apply to him. To believe Cljrift 
then to be the Son of God by the eternal gene- 
jF9.tion of his divine perfon, is to believe not only 
without proper evidence, but to believe contrary 

to 
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to t&€ cleared evidence revelation or the nature oF 
the thing can give us. 3. We have every reafon to 
believe,, that thefe declarations of Scripture which 
reprefent Chrift to be the Son of God, as he is 
God-man, were meant by God, and fliould be 
underftood by us, in their moft obvious meaning. 
The God of truth and grace uniformly reveals his 
Son Mefliahas Saviour of the world. Chrift wh^ 
he appeared, and conv^rfed bodily with mankind, 
affirmed himfelf in that vifible perfonality, to be 
the Son of God« All his apoftles affirm the 
fame ; and afcribe every thing he did, every thing 
he fuffered, every blcfline of falvation he pur- 
chafed, to him as Son of Ood. In his name, as 
Son of God our Saviour, all mankind, the moft 
fimple and illiterate, as wel^ as the. moft" judici- 
ous and learned, are required, as they would ob" 
tain his falvation, to believe. Is there any truth 
then, that we may prefume is more clearly re- 
veled, and when revealed, is more to be under^ 
ftood in its plain and obvious meaning, than this 
mofls important one? furely not. Had Chrift 
been the Son of God in the fenfe fuppofed, it 
would have been clearly and univerfally revealed ; 
afid ths evidence oi his being io^ as God^msoh- 
would -have been fo flender, as would eafily have 
been accounted for, upon the principle fuggeftcd. 
But when -there is no convincing evidence, that 
he is the Son of God, as he is Gcd only, but the 
fulleft evidence the whole tenor of divine reve- 
lation- can give, that he is the Son of God, as 
he is God-man, we muft neceflarily found his 
Sonftiip in that charafter, and in that alone: 
for never can we fuppofe, that God would hold 
forth Chrift, as his Son, in one refpeft, when he 
is. his Son in another. Never can v/e. believe that 

• Chrift 
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Chrift would declare himfelf the Son of God, when 
he appeared as a'^man ; or would have permitted 
his apoftles to have coniidered him themfelves, 
and reprefented him to the world, as Son of God 
in his complex, if he were ib only in his divine 
perfon. 

5. What farther confirms the explication. of our 
Saviour's Son(hip we have given is, that th^ firft 
perfon of the Trinity is feldom called the Father, 
or the fecond the Son before our Saviour's in- 
carnation ; and when they are fo called, it is al- 
ways with a View to it : but after his incarna- 
tion, they are commonly diftinguifhed by thefe 
new relations, and by the characters expreffing 
them. 

A plurality of perfonal fubfiftences in the 
one divine Eflence is intimated in. the reve- 
lations of God to mankind from th^ firft ages. 
The common name by which thefe divine mb- 
iiftences in the Godhead were expreffed, was 
OM^H Elohim, which fignifies the Adorable 
Ones^ Gen. i. 260 Theft perfons fubfifting in 
the divine Eflence were all called by the name 
T\\w Jehovah, which fignifies the eternal 
felf-exiftent Beinj^, and implies that each of 
thefe perfonal fubuft^nces are as neceiTarily-exif- 
tent, and eternal, as the divine Eflence in which 
they all exift. Thus we are told, that *' Jehovah 
^^ rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah, brim- 
*« fl:one and fire from Jehovah out of heaven," 
Gen.xix. 24. which has commonly beenunderfl:ood 
as dcfcriptive of the two firft divine perfons. 
Many intimations we have of thefe perfons, and 
various names defining them, under the Old 
Teftament, which it belongs not to this defign par- 
ticularly to enumerate. Sut what we obferve as 
relating to our prefent argument is, that among 

all 
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allthefemdicationsofa pluralhyof perfonsin the 
Godhead, there is not the fmallefl hint given 
during the fpace of three thoufand years from the 
creation downwards, that one of them was a 
Father and another a Son. When the time of 
the incarnation and appearance of the fecond of 
thefe divine perfons began to approach, various 
prophecies were given of him, more full and par- 
ticular than the former ones, to prepare the- Jews 
and the world for giving the glorious Redeemer 
and his religion a proper reception. Then were 
the relative charaders of Father and Sonfirft heard 
of in the divine revelations; and thofe divine^ 
perfons who had formerly been dfefigned by the 
common names, Elohim, Jehovah, Adonai, &c. 
begin now to bediftingui&ed.by the appellations 
of Father and Son. Yet all thefe were given in 
view of that future incarnation of the divine 
Word. Accordingly we have (howed that in the 
fecond and eighty-ninth Pfalms, thefe chara£ters 
are declared, but declared not as then adually 
exifting, but which fhould take place only at 
Meifiah's appearance. Agur, if his queuibn 
*• What is his name, or what is his Son*s name ?" 
Ptov. XXX. 4. relates at all to this fubjed, puts it 
in terms that do not determine whether fuch rela-* 
tion then fubfifted or fliould take place after- 
wards ; and fo agreeably to all the other prophetic 
declarations of Chrift's Sonfhip under the Old 
Teftament muft be underftood in the laft of 
thefe fenfes. Nebuchadnezzar, inftrafted it -is 
likely by fbn>e of the Jew-s then dwelling at Baby- 
lon, that the Son of God, who fhould be God in 
human nature^ ;was to be the Saviour of the 
world, cried out on feeing the three^men whom 
he had caft into tiie furnace walking untouched 

amidft 
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amiclft the devouring flames, and accompanied 
hy a perfon more glorious, though alfo in hu- 
man, form, *' Did not vee caft three men into 
*« the fire ? and lo, I fee four men walking in 
** the midft of the fire, and the form of the 
*^ .fourth is like the Son of God," Dan. iii. 25. 
which intimates that the Babyloniih king and 
his. inftru6tors believed the perfon muft be 4he 
man, though more than man, who was foretold 
and expeded as the Son of God. In like man^ 
ner, St. John, when he is proving Chrift's divi- 
nity and exiftence before his incarnation, yohn 
i- I, 2. in oppofiUon to Ebion and Cerinthus, 
as Eufebius and Irenasus inform us ; and when 
he reprefents him in his divine character alone, 
I yobn V. 7. never calls him the Son, though 
that would more clearly have reprefented him as 
a difUnfl perfon, but uniformly, the Logos, or 
God the Word. But having proceeded to (how 
that the «« Word was made flelh,'* vcr. 14, he 
not only defigns him then the begotten of the Fa- 
ther, but molt commonly defigns him ever after- 
yrards by the fame appellation. Thus alfo St. 
y Paul, when he fpeaks of Chriit's incarnation, re- 
prefents him not as the Son of Gx>d manifefted in 
the flefh, but as *« God manifetfed in the flefli," 
I Tim. Mu 16. But when he preached him as 
aSually incarnated, he then preached, him as 
«« Chrift the Son of God," J^s ix. 20. And in 
general we may obferve, that from the time of our 
Saviour's, birth through every part of the New 
Teftamcnt, the relative n^mes of Father and Son 
are the common terms by which the two firft 
perfons in the Godhead are ufually denominated. 
But whatKioes all this naturally teach <us P It 
jnuft teach us to believe that thefe new relations 
between thefe divme perfons, commenced from 

the 
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the time the new names expreffing theft hew 
characters and relations commenced, and the 
great event plainly producing them, is affirmed to 
be accomplKhed. Since the firft perfon is feldom 
called the Father, or the fecond the Son, before 
Chrift's incarnation; fmce they are commonly 
fo called, ever after that event ; and, whether be- 
fore or after, are fo called, with a oianifiDft prd- 
{pcSt or reference to it j and fince the. God- of 
truth never gives names to beings but what are 
expreffive of their true nature and charafters, and 
are meant to give us juft notions bf the perfens 
they defcribe, we have hence an additional proof 
of the truth we are eftaWilhing, even that the 
fecond perfon of the Godhead, incarnate, and 
only when incarnate, is the Son of ODd;- 

6. This great truth will be flill farther evi- 
dent, when we confider that Chrift as Son, is 
commonly reprefented in Scripture as fomehow 
inferior and fubordiriate to the Father ; and that 
both in hfs perfonal and official charaQeri "and hot 
only in his ftate of humiliation upon earth, but 
alfo of his higheft exaltation in heaven. Indeed, 
as the complex perfon of the Son includes a di- 
vine fubfiftence which is of the fame divine ef-* 
fence with the Father 5 we find the Father and 
the ^on fometimes affirmed to* be equal and to be 
one. Thus fays Chrift, " I and my Father are 
« one," John x. 30. And being as to their di- 
vine, eflence numerically one, he adds, ** the 
«< Father is in me and I in him," ver. 38. Upon 
the fame principle he fays to Thomas, ** If ye 
** had known me, ye fhould have known my Fa- 
5' ther alfo, and from henceforth ye know him, 
*' and have feen him." And to Philip, ** He 
«« that hath feen me hath feen the Father, The 
«' word« that I fpeak, I fpeak not of myfelf, but 
^ . 2 **the 
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** the F-ather, thatdweHeth in me, he doth the 
** worlcs : believe me, that I am in the Father, 
** and the Father in me, y^hn'xiv. 7, 10, ii» 
TJteie expreffions though applied to the Son, who 
is the Word made fieih, yet apply to him as the 
Word only ; for in that rcfped only is he another 
porfonal fubfiftence in the fame euence with the 
Father, and fi> the ei&nce of either can be juftly 
afbribed to each other* 

But though the Son, confidered as God the 
'Word, is in eiTence one, and in every eflential 
perfedion eoual with the Father ; yet, confidered 
«s Son of God, he is commonly repi^fehted in ' 
Scripture in a cbara£^er, perfonal as well as offi* 
cial ; that is, in fome refpedf dependent upon 
and fuborditlate to the Father. In this view^ ' 
Chrift declares of himfelf at large ; *« Verify, 
«* verily, I fay unto you, the Son can do no- 
« thing oY himfelf, but what he feeth th^ Father 
*' do J for whatfocver things he doth, thefe alfo 
*« doth the Son likewife : for the Father lovetb 
•< the Son, and fheweth him all things that him- 
«' fclf doth, and he will fliewhim greater works 
. '* than thefe, that ye may marvel ; for as the Fa**- 
**« their raifeth up the dead and quickeneth them, 
*« even fo the Son quickeneth whom he wilL 
« For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 
" committed all judgment unto the Son, that all 
«« men ihould honour the Son even as they ho- 
*« 'nour the Father ; he that honoureth not the 
<* Son, henouretfl not the Father whiph hath 
" fent him. For as the Father hath life in him- 
" Wf, fo hath he given to the Son to have life 
*^ in hlmfelf ; and hath given him authbrity to 
" execute judgment alfo, becaufe he is the Son 
" of Man. Lean of mine own felf do nothing ; - 
« as I heajr I judge, and my jjudgment isjuft, 

E "becaufe 
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** becaufe I feek not min^own wUl>buC the v/iB ' 

'* of the Father which hath fent me,*'. John v* ' 

19 — 30. When the incarnate Word was about • 

to leave this world and afcehd to heaven, he fixys^, 

** I go unto my Father, for my Father is greater 

*' than I ;" and ** as the Father gave me comr 

-". mandment, fo I do," John xiv. ^8, 31. 

Many of thefe declarations relate to the perfcia 

of the Son of God, as others of them plainly 

refped his oi£cts. ' Several of them are too high 

to apply merely to any created nature ; <and all of 

them are evidently too low, to defcribe that co<- 

eQential and co*equal divinity, which all Scripture . 

afpribes alike to the divine Word, as to the Fa- 

thjer. But if they are too low tp bp .applii?d to , 

him as God, they muft be applied to him either 

as he is man only, or jels God -man. If we apply 

tl\em to him as man, jthey plainly prove that the 

Son of God, as San, pw^iles a hun^an nature; 

aqd fo fall in with our third general evidence of 

this truth. But as the works of raifing the dead 

and judging th^ world, are there afcribed to him« 

and the fame wo^ip is to be paid to him as tp 

his divine Kaiher, thefe defcriptions muft include 

alfo .hi3 .divinity; and thus reprefenting him-,a« 

God-^man, reprefent him in a- chara£ter fomewhat 

inferior and fubjeS to his Father. In this 

fenfe we find God called by the Apoftles^ ** thp 

" God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chriil," 

Ephef u 3. I Pat. i. 3. which expreffes. Chrift'« 

fubordination to the Father, nocMitdeed as to his 

divinity, but in his filial perfon and charaSer as 

thp divine Word made flefc. Aiid St. Paul af- 

fures us, that in the future world the Son biofi" 

felf fhall be fubje£i:. unto him that put all things 

under him, i Cor* xy. 28, But how and. wh«i 

did the Moft High God thus humble himfelf» 

to 
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to ^become in fpme re(pei&, fubordinate,to pure - 

divinity ?. Of this the Apoftle giv^s us the fulleft 

information ; itJs not hv a natural inferiority of 

liis Godhead ; it is not oy a real desradation of 

his diviner perfon from its original Deity, per- 

fe£ticm or.blefTednefs ; it is not from a fubjedton 

of diviniQr to divinity, much lefs frQui a re- : 

dnStiptK of divinity to an inferior nature. All 

thefe. are incompatible with divinity, and.fo are - 

A^tucaUy impoifible ; but it is by his aiTuming a 

finite nature into union with his divine perfon. 

It is by Qod's becoming God-man, and in that 

perfon the Son of God and the Son of Man;. . 

and. fubmitting to all thoie humiliating oiEces 

that .were neceflary to reunite them into eternal 

friend(hip. ** For being in thcform of God, he 

^V thought it not robbery. to be equal with God, 

*< but made himfelf of no reputation, and took 

*'- upon. him the form, of a fervant; and being 

^^ found in faihion as a mail, he humbled him- 

*^ felf and became obedient (into death, even the , 

". death of the crofs, wherefore God alfo^hath 

^* highly exaltedhim, and given him a name which 

*< is abjcJve every name ; that at the name of Jefus 

ti «very knee jQiouldbow, of things in beaven, 

•« and things in. earth, and things under the 

<* .earth, and that every tongue fliould confefs that 

<* Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God the. 

*^ Father," Pbii. ii--6— ii. Thu? the foul of 

man bei^g pj^rfonally imited with an animal body, 

makes him ^a little lower than the angels, PfaL 

viij. 5. but when our body is fpjritualized, we 

(ball be igayyt^i equal, or like to them, Luie 

XX* 35* The fame reafon is afiigned for the vo« 

luntary humiliation of thp Son in Scripture, Hek, 

ii. 9. But if Chrift as Son of God is thus re- 

prefented in a chara£br inferior to the Father, and 

; *. , E 2 yet 
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vet is affirmed as Qod to he equal, suid one w^ 
him ; what is the infeaeiice we mufl: tieceAaniJ^ 
^raw from it I It can he no other than tfais^ thi^ 
his charadsr as Son of God, is different irom^ and 
in (bme refpeik inferior to his charader as Caod f 
that this inferiority muft xefidt from <his havii^ 
airumed an inferior nature into unmi ivith his 
divine perfon, making him the Son of Qod ; or 
that this, fuhordination of Jiis coit^lex perfon. is 
the fuhordination of a Son to bis .Father, thougfa 
in his divine perfon he is equal ]to him; and Ca^ 
in either view it irrefragably proves,, that CjtkriS: 
as.God^man is the£on of God. 

^. Wh^t farther prOives^that Chrift is the Sxm 
of God -in his complcnc perfon, i^ that this 
explication of our Saviour's Sonihi|), atfd this oniyi 
agrees with- all- the different charad^rs afcribed ' 
in Scpipture^to the Son of God, and . reconcries 
allthe Scriptures that have been ur^ed in evi- 
dence of the other ^plications..; and folms the 
univerfal voice of revelation joining in proof of it. 

Nothing, is more certain, than thajt the revela- 
■tions of the God. of truth muft be confident with 
themfelves, and that they wiU always be found 
fo, when rightly underflood. 1 hefe Scriptures 
afcribe to the Son of God different natures atid 
charaders ; and in that denf^, and in that only, 
can Chrift be the Son of God, in which alKthefe 
Scripturea will fairly apply to him. When }U& 
hear the facred. Scriptures prophefyirig . of the 
fame peribn, that: he. is, to be the <b^gol{ten Son of 
God, ,PfaL. ii. 7. and to. Jbe the Sofn^of Maii, 
Dan. vii. 15. When.wB hear him at his hirth 
affirmed to be at once the Soif of the^Higbcft, 
and the defcendant of the houfe of David, £«fe- 
i. 31. When we hear him through His who^ . 
miniftry caUing himfelf indi(criminateiy the Son 

of 
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<ffGai^ and ^he Son of Man ; and at his cru- 
cifixion bWding bis mother Mary behold her 
Son, yohn xix. 2ti and commending his Spirit 
fAtothe hands of God as his Father, Lute xxiii. 
.46. When we find him in ono place affirming^ 
*^ I and my- Father are one/* John x. w. in 
aihdther, **'My?^ Father is -greater than I,'^ Jotm 
xiv. 28. When on one occafion it is declared of 
him, tbalt he knoweth all things, Johnxxu 17. 
-on another, that he knoweth not the time of the 
general^wdgynent, Aftfr;! xiii. 32* Atone flme 
that he can do all things, Phil. iii. 21. at another^ 
that of himfeif he can do nothing; but what he 
'feeth the Father do, that' doth the Son like- 
wife, John v. 30. When we fee him in one 
place ^called God over all and blefled for ever. 
Ram. ix. ^. in another, affrmed to bte fubjeft tb 
lii<8 Father, i C5r^. xv. 26. When, as the ground 
of ttll th«fe different attributions, aU Scripture- 
"declareS'him to be'trueGod, i John v. lo. and 
-ib pofiefling all the perfections of God; and true 
finaii, liaving tfie ftill nature, properiies, ^nd 
*tf3ionr of man afcribed to him, as we have 
.fiiowed at large in the firft' chapter. N«y, when 
we are exprefsly informed that this Son of God 
is Immanuel, Matt. 1.23. the Word made fleflt* 
y^hn u 14.. God manifdlcd in the flefli, i Tim. 
iti. 16^ and fo uniting both thefe natures in one 
. perfon, has all the properties of each uniformly 
afcribed to him. When, I fay, we confider all 
thefe difierent natures and characters, divjne and 
human, that through the whole book of God 
are afcribed to his Son ; what are )ve, as fenfible 
men, what are we, as judicious Chriftians, from 
all this to conclude? Are we to believe our 
Blefied Saviour to be the Son of God, as he is 
• <3bd "onlyi when upon equal evidence we arc 
U:' E 3 affurcd 
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aflurcd he is alfo man ? Or ought we to bold hhn 
to be Son of God, as he is man only> when we 
have the falne undeniable evidence th&t he is 
alib God ? And are we to prefs thefe partial re- 
prefentations the Scriptures give of his complex 
perfon, in different views, to fupport either of 
thefe oppofite opinions, as both parties have 
done, and make the Word of truth contradi^ory 
toitfelf? By no means; this is to put afunder 
what God in all his revelations bath clearly coj>- 
jomed. The truth lies here not in the oppofi- 
tiQli, but in the conjunction of thefe charai^ers. 
This is done by the explication we have given of 
our Saviour's Sonfhip; and can be dpne upon na 
4)ther fuppofeable and fcriptural fcheme. 

All Scripture affirms the Son, as God, to have 
the fame fupreme divinity as the other per-^ 
ions in the Godhead. The Athanafians, School- 
men and Semiarians give him however only a 
generated a id derived divinity, and the Arians 
and Socinians no divinity at all. But the ex- 
plication of his SonQiip we have here give% 
prefervesand confirms his fupreme Deity, yet in 
perfe<5): confidence with his proper Sonfbip. 
All Scripture that exhibits (JJhrift as Son of God^ 
.exhibits him in that charader as God and man, 
and afcribes to him natures, chara£i:ers and of- 
fices, correfponderit . to this complex perfoa*. 
Thefe are totally irreconcileable, if we hold him 
:to be Son of God as he is God only, or as he is 
man only ; but are perfeftly confiftent, if he is 
the Son of God as. he is both. By this expli- 
cation as thefe different theories^ fo far as they are 
}uft, are united ; fo all the paffages of Scripture*, 
that give any proof of them, arc fairly reconciled^ 
and whereas when feparated, they yielded but a 
faint evidence of either fide of the fubjed, and in • 

douig^ 
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rfoing fo, ftood in direft oppofition to each other ; 
they now give a full and confiftent proof of the 
general connc6ted fubjeS they were meant to 
defcribe, which toevery Chriftianmuft bedemon- 
ftration, that the connefted view we have given of 
ft, is the fcrrptufal and'juft one. 

Such is the manifold and convincing evidence 
We have that Chrift Jefus in both his natures i* 
the Son of God, and that he became fo, wheit 
thefe natures were united in the generation and 
.birth of the glorious Immanuel, 

This generation and Sonfliip of our Blefied'Sa* 
viour is the fundamental article of revealed re» 
ligton, and fo makes a capital part of every re* 
▼elation-of God to mankind. And as no truth i» 
of greater importance, fonone is fupported by 
clearer or more abundant evidence. We have 
thought fit to exhibit this evidence in its proper 
rartety and fuhiefs, both becaufe this was a 
'chief part of our defign, and the foundation of 
the Aibfequent parts of it \ and efpecially becaufe 
this fcriptural and compleat view of our Saviour's 
Sonfhip hath long b^n loft amidft tho(e partial 
and imperfed, and often moft unnatural as well 
as unfcriptural views of it, which have been ex« 
hibited to the world and generally received by it. 
This, with fuperficial enquirers, may feem a 
new explication of our Saviour's Sonfliip, and a 
great innovation in the Chriftian fyftem. But 
in reality, it is only the ancient, and the true 
one revived, and ef^ablifhed by a more regular 
and compleat evidence than hath been hitherto 
exhibited. And though it has not the recom- 
mendation of the general belief, it has what to 
tyery reafonable man and judicious Chriftian will 
be a' much higher recommendation ; it has 
the fuUeft and cleared teftimony of Scripture. It 

£ 4 ha. 
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has alfo the general belief i^f the ChurCh iii itr« 
primitive and piireft ftat<j. The Jewifll teachers^- 
we have feen, prcdiftcd the Son of God in this- 
complex perfonality. The ancieut Jewi/h church 
believed and expei^ed him in this eharader. 
They could not indeed have fuch a diftinA 
knowledge that the fecond perfon in the God- 
Jbead was to be perfonally unked with human 
nature j but they beneved that the Son of God*^ 
was to be a man, having the divinity dwelling ii|r 
him in an extraordinary manner. Thus when 
he affirmed that God w^s his Father, the Jew» 
j'ought to kill him, as plainly mali^ing himfelf 
equal with God, John v. i&. And when he ac* 
knowledged himfelf the Son of God before the^ 
council, the high-priefl and the whole council 
declared him guilty of blafphemy, by which they 

. (hewed, that according to the faith of the Jews, 
the Mefllah, or Son of God, was to be a maa. 
with fupreme divinity dwelling within him. Of 

. the many Rabbi'^> Origen conuilted on this bead, 
he affures us, not one of them wouM admit the 
Logos alone to be the Son of God. < Orig. cot^r: ^ 
Celfum. Lib. IL And accordingly Rabbi Rafchi, 
and other modern Jews, deftribe Meiliah as 
halving the divine Word) u^a in the middle 
of him. 

7^he primitive Chriftian and apoftolic church 
confidered the Son. of God in the fame JJght ; 
as in this light Chrifl and his apoftles did 
uniformly reprefent it. The fucceeding ages 
gradually departed from this juft notion <^ 
our Saviour's Sonihip; and by that departure 
have given occafion to more general and 
lafting errors, as to this article, than as to 
any other in the whole fyflem of Chriftiaisity« 
More diftinguifhed for piety and eloquence, than 

. a critical 
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a trrltical ftudy of tbe Scriptures ; ignorant of or 

inattentive to the juft theory of generation ;. and 

many of them convert* from heathenifm, iri 

•whrch, the generation of their gods made a great 

part of their theology ; thefathers jnjudicioufly 

confounded theSonofGod with the djvine Wordj' 

and applied that generation which gives the 

^ Logos a perfonal co-cxiftence only with human 

hatnre, to give extftence to the eternal Logos 

himfclf. Hence they proceeded to reprefent the 

firft perfon as ^yxu, «Tia, wony, principium^ 

nu^or^ the principle^ the efficient caufe; the 

Father or producer of the feoond j held the 

ftcond to be a Son derived from his Father, and 

dependent upon him for exiftence^ and applied 

aU thofe inferior characters to the Son, as God, 

which we have feen the Scriptures affirm of him 

only as he is God-man.-This unhappily paved the 

way, iirft for Arianiffn, and then for Mahome- 

tifm inthe iirft ages; and this and the fcholaftic 

rtieory of the Trinity founxJcd upon it, gave birth 

not only to modem Arianifm, but to Socinian- 

ifiii itfelf : from the . orthod^ox acknowledging 

a generated, Arius and his foHqwcrs- proceeded 

to give him only a created Deity, though created 

f^om eternity % and the Sotimans make him only 

a creature of time. 

Yet neither wf re the private Writings of the 
fathers, nor the public decrees of thehr coun- 
cils, unanimous upon this fubjeft. Several 
of the fathers gaye Cbrift an cxiftence, as the 
divine eternal Logos, previous to his more 
diftind generation jis the Son. The Nicene 
Creed rrfled his exiftencc as Son, on his eter- 
nal generation by the Father; yet the fymbol 
afcribed to Athanafius affirms him, as God, to 
be in all refpe£ts co-equal and co-eternal with 
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the Father; and that his Sonfhip commencecF 
fome-how before the world. And the moft ge- 
neral Creed, commonly called Apoflolic, t^ken in. 
its plain connexion and' meaning, reprefenta 
this article in the precife light in which we have 
here placed it, and in which ChriA and hi& 
apoftles firft declared it* For having affirmed 
Jefus Chrift to be God's only Son,, it reprefents 
this Son, as conceived by the power o£ the Holy, 
Ghoft, born, of the Virgin Mary, and (ubmit:^ 
ting to all thofe fufFerings, and exalted to thofe 
rewards, which all along chara(flerize this Son of 
God, as uniting humanity with divinity in the 
conftitution of his perfon. But it is not the opi- 
nions of fallible men„ but the revelations of the. 
God of truth that dire£l and eflablifh the faith. 
of a Chriftian, upon this important fubje£l. If 
it h^ve this evidence, it needs no other : if it 
wants this, npne elfe can fupport it. By not 
attending to this unerring rule, every error on. 
this and the other articles of religion have in. 
every period, crept into the church ; and it is 
only by recurring to it, that thefe errors can be: 
corredled, and genuine Chriflianity refiored. By 
this certain and efie£luaL method,, were many er- 
i;oneous principles in do£lrine and pra£Uce de*^ 
t^Sed, and difcarded at the late happy Reforma<> 
tion ; and by the fame means only, can this fuii- 
4amental. article of our faith be refcued from the 
imperfect or miftaken notions^, which bdth the 
later Greek and Latin churches- have held of it,, 
and recovered, to that j[uft and natural fen fe in 
which the Scriptures have placed it. The books 
of Philo, and the Targumifts,; the^ writings of 
the Cbriftian fathers, and the decrees of the 
qouncils,'may fliow what were their, fentiments. 
upoa this fubjeit> and in what light they ex- 
plained" 
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f)laincd the Scriptures relating to it. But thefe are"^ 
oftentimes'difFerent from Scripture, different front 
each other, and fometimesfromthemfelvesj fothat 
the orthodox and the heretics have both claimed 
thehfi as on their fide. The infpired writings 
ilone are the foundation and ftandard of revealed 
theology, as much fuperior in authority to evcry^ 
human compofure, as the infallible God is to 
fallible men, and to whith every opinion of man- 
kind muft ever be fubjeft. . By this unerring, 
rule, and not by the application of a part, but 01' 
the whole of it, we have, endeavoured to invefti- 
gate and afcertatn the proper ground of our Sa- 
viour's Sonfliip. . The explication we have given 
of this article, as tt has the countenance and fup- 
■port of every part of revelation, fo it not a little 
recommends itfelf to our regards from its perfedi 
confiftency with our Saviour's fupremc divimtVj 
and its natural tendency toeftabliih that great truths 
upon its proper foundation, and to bani(h thofeer-^ ' 
roneous and dangerous opinions, as to our Saviour's 
perfon, with which the Chriflian church hath been 
lAng pcftered, and which^ave originated chiefly 
from a mifiinderftinding of his Son(hip, The 
Athaoafiarrs, the fchoolmen, and their followers, 
holding him God, and the Son of God, hy eter- 
nal generation, degraded their Saviour from a 
neceffarily-exiftent to a generated and dependent 
Deity., The Arians, holding him Son of God, 
only as he is a glorious and god- like fpirit, creat- 
ed oy God before all worlds \ and the Socinians, 
Who hold him but a man, raifed to' god-like 
power and glory^ have* given up his real divinity 
ahogether, and every j oft groutid of his being 
the begotten Son of God $ and all of them have 
moft certainly erred in limiting his Sonfhip t 
one of his natures, when all Scrtpture and #vM 
« » ' E 6 rationa. . 
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rational idea of generation, join in afTunng 
vs it includes botht This explication of it 
reftores this fundamental article of our faith, 
to that iuft light, in which God, and the Son of 
God, the prophets and apofUes revealed it, and 
the church received it : and it is attended with 
Jione of the.aUijrdities that attend tbefe unna- 
tural and imperfoSi expofitions of it which latter 
a^es have«fallen into, while it has every advantage 
wi^ which any of' them are attended. This 
liolds him to be the Son of God, as he is God^ 
yet Without a generated or created, but necefla- 
rJly^exiftent divinity, as all true divinity rauft 
neceflarily be, and the Son of God too as he is 
man, yet as he is neither only, but both united 
by a proper generation, and co-exiAing in one 
complex perfon. This neither infringes his fu<« 
preme Deity, by making him a generated God on 
the one hand, nor weakens the argument from his 
being the begotten Son of God, that he muft be 
truly God, but greatly ftrengtbens both, while 
his divinity is not derived or dependent, but ne* 
cefTarily-exiftent and eternal, as the divine eflence 
in genera], and the other perfonal fubiiftences 
identified with that eflence, however diftingniih- 
^ble from each other, muft neceflarily be, Nof 
does it exalt a mere creature to the cbara£lers 
and honours of its divine .Creator ; but unites 
the divine co-efiential, neceflarily-exiftent and 
eternal Word, by the power of God, with 4 
human nature, conflituting the complex per- 
fon of Itnmanuel; who i^ both God and man 
in one perfon; and who in this compound perfon^ 
begotten or conftituted by his divine Father, and 
born of his Virgin Mother, is in all propriety 
of language, and with the full declaration of 
Scripture, the Son of both. And without va-* 

nity, . 
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nitj, I will fay, had this natural and fcriptural' 
view of our Saviour's Sonfliip been properly ad- 
hered to, Arianifm and Socuiianiftti would either 
never have been broached, or, like the other 
bercfics, would fooa have : been effeSually 
confuted and banilhed, as the evidence of Scrip* 
turc would .be fo full and ftfong in fupport of 
his fuprcme Deity ; and yet his fupreme divinity 
be Co coafifleot with his SoiTlhip, that thorenm- 
natural, antifcriptural doSrinet would t^ wery 

i'udicioua Chri/han be difcarded; or if any aa- 
lered to tfaem, cbey muft [Mainly renounce every 
regard to divine revelation, by every part of 
which they are moft clearly KoaxxaiiiSbed.- 
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CHAP. IV. 

0f the Generation of the Son of God^ ani^ 
the Conftitution of bis' Perfon. 

'AVING invcfttgatcd'thc natures which exH! 
in our Saviour's perfon, (hewed that this 

(oh is the Son, the begotten Son of God, and 
proved that he pofIe(re3 this charader as he is 
God-man ; we go on to explain more particu- 
larly his-wonderful generation, and the conftitu^ 
tton of his complex perfon thereby produced. 
This wtU illuftrate and confirm the account oft 
his Son(hip we have given, and delineate the per*- 
fonof that glorious-Immanuel, on whofe perfon < 
and mediation are built all bur hopes of everlailing 
faappinefs. It will alfo fhow^s how far^ and only, 
bow far the analogy holds between the genera- 
tion of the Son of God and of the fons of men,, 
and guard us againft pufhing the refemblancQ be- 
yond its juft and proper bounds. A full difcuA 
lion of this fublime fubjefl is indeed impraiflica^ 
ble: for what mortal can fully inveftigate and' 
declare the generation and conftitution oi this Soit: 
of God I WeknoW littleof our own nature, we 
know much lefs of the divine, and how can we. 
know perfectly that glorious perfonage that x:on* - 
tains both? 

But though an adequate comprehenfion o£ 
this ful^e£l is impoffible, fuch a knowledge 
of it is attainable as is neceiTary for our falvatioh : 
and for this our gracious God hath fufficiently 
{provided by the revelations he hath given us. \n > 

compliance 
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compliance therefore with the defign of thefe reve- 
lations, weihall endeavour fhortly to delineate this 
£ibjeA, by flifewing, !• What Chrift was before 
his generati6n,and what he muft farther be, to b'e^ 
come the begotten Son of God. 2. Give an ac* 
count from Scrigture of his a£tual. generation ac- 
cording to thefe principles, and 3. Defcribe the 
conHitation. of his perfon as God-man^ the Son 
of God. 

I. The generation of the Ions of mew, to 

"which that of the Son of God is reprefented ar 

^analogQus, confifts in the connexion of the pre<^ 

exiftent human principle of the Father, with tha 

additional fubftance,neceffary to the completion 

of its perfon, derived from the mother. Similar. 

muft be the generation of the Son of God. Frdnx 

bis two different natures united in one perfon, he 

i)? at once the Son of God and the Son of man s 

and therefore his generation muft confift in the 

unition or conftitution' of thefe natures into one 

perfon. The conftituents of this ^complex perfon 

are the divine Logos and'a perfect human nature | 

both thefe we have proved to exift in our Sa-* 

viour's perfon, and thereforethefe muft have been 

perfonally united in the generation of it. The 

firft and chief conftituent of our Saviour's com-^ 

olex perfon is his divine fubfiftence, called in 

Scripture the Logos or Word of God, Aoyog in 

the Greek language figni&es both reafon and 

fpeech : applied by the infpired writers to the di«< 

vine perfon of Chrift, it ftgnifies fonriething ana* 

logous, though greatly fuperior to thefe. in the 

fimfenfe,. it iignifies. that this divine perfon is 

an intelligent perfonal fubffftence in the divine 

eiTence, as eilential to the Deity, as reafon is to a ' 

rational nature, and as infeparabic from the other 

perfons in that eflence^ as reafon is from mind or . 

fpirif , . 
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i^irit. In the fecond fenfe it implies, that by him^ 
Were the divine wifdom and powe^ in a ipecial 
manner exerted in the creation of the world, and 
the will of God revealed in after ages to bisrea- 
fonable creatures. The firft relates more to his- 
perfonal, the Second more to his ceconomical cha- 
rafkr. "Yet none ^f them are meant to reorefent 
him, as a mere quality or virtue df the Deity ; 
but as a divine perXonad fubfiftence pofleffing every 
perfection intelle(3ual and aClive, and exerting 
tiiem in conjundion with the other perfons in the 
Godhead. By this divine Word t^e Jewifh reve- 
lations affirm all things to have been created,. 
Bfa* X3cxiii. 60.^ And from thefe the Jewifli and 
Chaldean Parapbrafts held the hisd, Memra,^^^ 
and the Greek writers the Aoyo^, Logos, to be that 
divine ao^cht by ^om all things were made. By 
this term, folong and fo generally underftood, St. 
John denominates this divine perfon^ and confirms- 
the general belief, byaffirnringthat*' in the begin-. 
" nmg was the Word, and the Word was with- 
** God, and the Word was God ; all things were 
*< made by him,, and without him was. not 
« any thing made, that was made," John i. 13. 
AnJ* farther to fiiow us that he is neither the 
-general Deity under a. different name, nor a mere^ 
^pow^r of that Deity, bnta perfooal fubfiftence 
'hvi the tri-uAe Godhead, he aflures us, that ^* there- 
" are three that bear record in heaven, the Father,^ 
« the Word, and the Holy Gboft, and thefe three 
*< are one," i John v* 7. This fecond perfon of the 
^iTrinity rs the original principle and grand confti- 
tuent of the Son of God. Like the original; 
principle in hunian generation, this divine fubfi'ft-r 
ence had co-exifted with the firft perfon, by the 
fame nec^ffity of nature as the firft, diftinguifiied 
from biQ^ as another perfonal fubfiftence, yet pof-- 

2 feffing 
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(effing with him the fapae divine eflence. Superior 
to the originating principjc in humgn gcncratiorr;- 
this divine principle was tiot only, of the fame 
ipecific, but of the faaie numerical eflence with 
riie Father i and was equally a complete perfonal ' 

. tubftftence in that eflence,^ and pol^fled equally 
every perfeflion the other pcrfons do pollels. This 
was the original charafier of him who afterwards 
aj^ared as the Son »f God, and this is lie juft 
foundation -of all thofedivine names, perfeflions, 
and honours, that we have Oiowed the Scripture 
uniftmnly afcribes to him, equally and in com- 
mon with theother petfcms in the Godhead. In 
this divine eflence he bad co-exifted with the 
Father, and the confubftantial fpirit horn ■eternal ■ 
-aces, poflefled of the fame divine 
^otyt and happineQ. He hdd I 
with him in all the coanfels -of bis 
MgAfd to thCwofld, and aaa, ht 
dation of the world, Epi^tf. U 3, 4 
He had been » coreflmtial and, 
-with him in the creation of all thi ^ . 
WOK all things created that »re inJhcBven, aii^^ 
-Aat are in ear't}], vilible and in vjftble, whether 
idMy be tfafones or -dominioRS, or- principalities, 
or powers ; all things were cmt«d by him, and 
for him, and he is b^ore aH things and by him- 
all things confift, Cel. i, 16, 17. Pofiiffed erf the ' 

- divirie nature and all its perfections, he needed no 
other nature^ nof any additional perfefbion to 
make his charadter more perfoA. Having all tfaie 
£tliiofs of God, he needed nothing more to ctan- 
plete his happinefs i and united with hia Fathtir 
in the lame- divine efTence, he could-havejio rela- 
tion to him nearer or more endearing 1 Buttbougb 
becouMtexe no clofer conoexioD with God, 

■'ht ^ight havea dofer.coiinexioa with hi4.cie*» 

; i - tures i 
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tuns ; and though by aflinning an additiailhl 
nature, hia divine nature could neither be made 
more perfeft nor more happy ; yet fupciter 
honour and happinefs- might be derived to the 
creatures he hath made. 1 his the divine wifdom 
and goodnefg before all worlds had ordained. 
With the co-eflential Logos, were all ^ings 
decreed,and by him.asthe Almighty Word, were 
the bcines decreed to be created. As by bim m 
a fpeciaT manner all things were decreed and 
created^ fo he was to bathe grand medium, 
through whomthe lubfequentblsffingj of the di- 
vine goodnefs and grace were to be conveyed to 
hi5 creation. He had been eSential^r conneifled 
with QoA, and was God from all eternity ; but 
had determined that this con- 
bQuld by a perfonal union with 
:ffe£led by a divine generation^ 
and the Son of God, the bond 
n pure Deity and his created 
a, and the glorious modiatcr 
divine government fbourd be 
le bkiBngs of his goodnefs be 
'rfifpenfed to his creatures. This mull be done 
by the aiTumptlon of another nature into perfonal 
iinion with the divine Logos, -and the afTumptioti 
of it in fuch a way as correfponds to the general 
law of generation among human baingst anawould 
eonftitute the complex perfon produced, the be- 
gotten and prt^r Son- of God, The nature to 
be aOumed was the human, that abridgment o( 
■creation, and the fpecies of being for whoft 
benefit the generation of MeSiah's perfon was in 
-a fpecial manner decreed and emded.- This 
kuman nature confilH of a finite created fpirir, 
called the fouF, and a material human frame, cat- 
led the body i the one conoedihg ut with tin; fpi- 
rittuL 
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riiaal (yftem, the other with the material ; yet the 
two compounded making us complex beings dif- 
tinguiflbed from: both. Both of thefe muft the 
Son of God our Saviour afiume, for his.bre* 
tbren he came to redeem pofiefied both| and both 
he muft afliime in a way analogous to that by 
"which his human brethren received them. Hfs 
toixly like all finite fpirits, muft be created from 
.nothing by the power of God. Beingto connect 
perfonally with the divine word, on the one hand, 
and with the human body on the other, it muft be 
created for union with both. The laft conftitutes 
it a foul truly human ; but the firft give? it a dii^ 
.tind^ion and fuperiority to the higheft created in'- 
telligences. A foul formed for perfonal Amnion with 
the all-perfe£l Word, . muft aMb be the moft per- 
fe£l its finite nature an^ Its ftate can admit. N one 
but a mbft exalted fpirit could receive the extraor- 
dinary communications, and bear theimmedia^ 
imprei&ons of indwelling Deity, nor fuftain that, 
overpowering blaze of divine glory, at.aidiftance. 
Irom which angel^s muft cover their feces with, 
their wings ; but into the fplendors of which the: 
Son of God was to be for ever advanced. 

With this glorious human, ibul, the Son of 
God muft^lfo have a human body^ to< givevbim a 
(pecial relation to man^^. the ipecjes, of being bt 
was to redeem and exak, and whofe compleat 
nature he was efpecially to afTume^. << for in all> 
<^ things it behoved him to be made like.unt^ his 
" brethren," Hgb. ij. ly. This- human fody 
alfo muft be formed 'by the divine . power ; f<Br 
he could have no human father who was to be 
the begotten Son of God. It wasy; however, to 
be formed by God, of the fubftance of a wo&- 
man, that he who was to be our Redeemer 
inight be our near klnfmaa« And finally, in.tfaye 
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Ibrmtition of hi^ body and creation of his fou^ 
.the divine Word mutt1)e united to them by the 
father in oneperfon,'andhe beborn of his mothcnr 
.ib as tO'm^e the complex pedon produced^ the 
Son at once of God and of man. Such was 
Cbrift in his original charader as God, and- 
thus mtift he become God-man, by. a divine gene* 
mion uniting him- with human nature, that he 
might be the Son of God« We proceed, there- 
f<»e» 

II. To ihew; that exadly in this manner ws^** 
:Our Saviour's conrplex perfon conftituted,' and 
his &;eneration as the Sen of God efie£led ; *' for 
** th6 Word was made flefli and dwelt amongli:' 
/* us^ and we beheld his glory^ the glory a» 
**' the only begotten of the Father,** Jem u 14* 
We have f6rmerly proved, that ift the perfon of 
Chrift, there are a divine fubfiftence, a created 
ibul, and a human body, with' all the properties^- 
ibdh6nging to ^each*. Thefa we are now to ibew 
'Were at his incarnation united in one compile 
fierfon, and united in fuch a manner as anfweii» 
la. every proper idea of- generation, and juftf^^^ 
conftitutes that perfon, the begotten Son of 
-God. The divine wifdom had ordatned, and his. 
xevelations foretold, that he who was to be the 
Son of God fliould be born of a virgin, I/aiak 
vii. 14. From his regards to faithful Abraham^ 
liaac, and Jacob, God had promifed that hist- 
Son^ our Saviour, fhould be of their feed, Gen. . 
Xiu 3. The tribe of Judah and family of 
David, that were raifedtb royal dominion over 
all the tribes and families of.Ifrael, were, to give' 
birth to that peribnage who was to be the nead^ 
and I/ord of the tburch and world. And of 
one of the laft defcendants of that royal family 
WtallcAah.to he boroi^. ia whom l^e tiemporat 

and- 
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rand typical kingdom of David' was oidaincid .to 

determine, and: the noble and'fpiritual empiqpof 

. Chrift was to appear thatjQiouId extend cfver the 

vAok creation of being, and endure, for. evor.. 

The perfon whom God n^ decreed to this pecu- ' 

liar honour, and in whom all thefe characters 

. united, was the Virgin Maiy, Jiftingoiibed hj 

rthc it>ydty and worth . of her anceftors, . more 

diftjn^Qi&ed^'by her own piety and virtue, the 

xiobJ^ of all diftindibns, andnow to be di^n* 

^^uilhed above all. her fex^ by gwing birth to the 

Son of God and Saviour of the world. .OF the 

. f ubfiance erf this Bleiled per/on was our Saviour^s ' 

^ human body to beformed ^ in her, by the unition 

of God'is co^eflwiti^l Word * with a proper hu- 

^ixtan nature, was that, complex perf<m to be ge^ 

nerated, and by her Wash^tibbe cbnceivild and 

born, ^^^ wa6 to be the Son of Gqd. ' 

This was to be tfaemoftdivine andthenioftwon- 
- Jerfol of all God*s works« The creator andcrea- 
Ature ; the iecond perfon of the Godhead, a created 
..fouland human body, are now to be conjoined in 
one perfon. 'Like all the other works of God, 
this is t« be eftedkd^ by the conjun<St' agency of 
jthe ccvefientia! and undivided Trinity: yet, 
agreeably to that general oeconomy which we 
find takes place among the facred Three, iiri 
. their immenfe dcfjgn. of external operation, it is 
. jto originate from, and to be efie^ed chiefly by 
the firft perfon, who fmra his> peculiar and pa- ' 
eternal agency in chii incarnation of the divmo*^ 
Word, was to have th!e chara£^erof the Father 
of our Lord Jefus Chnft,; and this complex per- 
fon produced 60 ' have the correlative charafier of ' 
God's begotten Sbn.> Thus the Scriptures aflTure 
US', that God prepared the human body of his 

Son, H^ x» s* Thejr alf(> inform us, that he 

prepared 
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prepared this hoAj by the immediate agency of^ 
his Holy Spirit ; for fays the Angel to the filefled 
Virgin, ** The Holy Ghoft fliall come upoathec,**, 
Ljtie i. 35* and he declares to Jofeph, that 
*« that which was conceived in her was of the 
** Holy Ghoft," Mattb. i. 20. This does not 
imply that the fubftance of our Saviour's body. 
was derived from the eflence of the Holy Spirit,for 
the one was fpiritual, the other was to be material ; 
the one was divine, the t)ther muft be* human. 
Nor does it fignify that of any other fubftaifbe 
was this body firfl: formed, and then infufed by 
the Divine Spirit intathe Blefled Virgin; for the 
body of our Saviour is exprefsly affirmed to have 
been made of a woman, GaL iv. 4. But the 
natural meaning of it is, that God formed the 
body of his Son of the fubftance and in the 
womb of the Virgin, by the Holy Ghoft. 

This omnipotent agent takes of the fubftance 
of the Blefled Virgin what was neceflfary and 
proper' for the rudiments of our Saviour's body, 
and in fupplement to the want of an animalcuhir 
principle, organizes it into the embryo of a 
human body, fit for the union and inhabitation | 
of his human foul, and alfo of the divine Logos f 
that was perfonally connefled with it. While 
God by his Spirit thus forms the body of Cbrift 
of the fubftance of the Virgin, he alfo creates 
that holy foul which we have ftiowed the Son 
of God does alfo poflefs, and which, as it holds 
a Sort of intermediate nature and rank between 
the divine Logos and his human body, we may 
well fuppofe makes the proper medium and con- 
medihg bond between the one and the other. 
This glorious Spirit was created by the fpecial 
power of God the Father, one ot whofe db^* 
rasters is, that he is the F^ker of Spiriu^ Jtieb. 
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KM. 9. and who is the Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift.: And it was created of the nobleft na- 
ture and powers fuited to it^ exited cbarader, 
and qualified for union and intercourfe both 
^vith the divine Word and with its human body, 
^TtrUh both of which It was perfonally conne&ed. 
In the creatioA of tkis human nature and the 
perfonal union of it with the divine, in .the 
Virgin's womb, confifted the generation of the 
Son of , God. Yet this^nion was not between 
the divine general eilence and human nature, fot 
in this cafe the whole Trinity would have been 
incarnate^ but between, this ^uman nature and 
the fecond perfon, the XrOgos, on which account 
he 2^}one was made fleih, yoh^".} 14. Nor was 
it between the divine Ix>gDS . ind the .general 
iubftartce of the BleiTed Virgin, for in that cafe 
ihe would have been deified. But it was. between 
the divine Logos and the human embryo formed 
x>f her by the Holy Spirit and animated with its ^ 
iiuman Joul, by which means, though the Blefibd 
Mother had the high honour of conceiving the 
Sonof God, her Son alone had the infinitely higher 
honour of uniting Deity and humanity in his 
jglorious perfon. This union, ftridly fpeaking, 
was not performed fo much by a communication 
of the divine to the hun;)[an, as by the acceiEon 
of^he human to the divine nature. ..Thus as 
in human generation, the paternal principle is 
the ofiiginal and originating, and the maternal 
fubft^nce ^he acceflbry part, fo much more was 
- this the cafe in this divine generation. The 
divine nature, infinite and immoveable, was not 
infufed into the human, but the human nature 
was affumed into perfonal co-exiflence with the 
divine. The Logos was not feparated from the 
.divine eiTence, gr from the other perfons^ but was 

made 
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madeflefh by the afiumption of human nataie mta 
union with himfelf* Nor were this human foul 
and body firft created and thereafter united to 
his divine perfon. Their creation and union 
were perfectly fimcritaneous. They were united • 
v/ith his Deity in their creation, and created in 
their unitiontott; fo that from the* firft moment 
of tb<f ir. exiftence^ they exifted in peribnal uition 
withthe divine Word. And as in human ^n^a* 
tion tfaexhild. is pi^creatcd by the union of the 
patecnal principle with the ^cceiTory fubflance 
.derived from the mother, and this is effeded by 
the concurrence of ^ the father, of the living 
principle and of the mother, fo by all theie ways 
was this fupematudMl^eneration of Meffiah ef- 
feSed. The divine 'Logosl', coequal and co- 
efTential with his Father, was united with hu- 
man nature in the Virgin's womb. The union^ i 
as has been (aid, was eiib£ted primarily by the 
agency of the Father, who by his almi^ty ' 
power created Chrift's human foul, and by his 
divine Spirit orgaaJTied his human body, and 
formed both for union with his divine Word. 
It was efFeSed alio by the co-operation ^f the 
divjne Logos himfelf^ whofe will and power 
were the fame with his Father,and were exerted to 
the. fame eiFe£l; for <<as the children are partakers 
<< of flefh and blood, be alfo himfelf likewife 
'< took part of the fame," Hib. ii. 14, And he 
<< who was in the form of God, did now take 
<< upon bimfdf the fafbion of man," Pbil, it. 
6—^ Tike Virgin Mother was paflive in this 
fupernatural generation; yet fhe furniihed the 
fuhftance of which our Saviour's body was at '. 
iirft organized, and after his conception, fhe 
afforxkd nouri&ment to his body during her 
courfe of pregnancy, and> at laft brought him- 

forth 
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forth into the woekl. Thus was flie the Mother, 
not of God, as many both of the ancients and 
moderns have inaccurately xalled her; nor the 
mother jof a mere man, as others erroneoufly held, 
but the Mother of the Son of God. Chrift, aa 
God,. can neither have fathcTg^or mother; but ini 
his complex cbarader, as God- man, he had both* 
God was his Father, the Virgin Mary his Mo- 
ther^ and he the Son c^ God and the Son of Man ^ 
** The Word was made flefh and dwelt amongft 
** us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
** the only begotten of the Father.'* John i. 14. 
** For when the fulnefs of time was come, Gocl 
** fent forth his Son made of a woman," GaL 
iv. 4. Such was the generation of the Son of 
God, and fuch the natural and fcriptural ground 
of it, analogous, in twery neceflary inftance, to 
human generation, though greatly fupcrior to it ; . 
and what conftitutes Chrift, as all Scripture defines 
him, God's only begotten and proper Son. "^ 

III. Let us confider more particularly the 
conTHtution of his complex perfon, that our 
knowledge of him may- be farthei' enlarged. 

This Son of God and Man unites the natures 
of bothj and unites thefc natures in one com- 
plex perfon. Before his incarnation he was God, 
or the; fecond perfonal fubfiftence in the divine 
effence, now he becomes God-man, the divine 
Word made flefli. This made no real change in 
his divinify, for divinity can never change. The 
real change was made wholly on his humanity; 
even from non-exiftence into exiftence,' and an 
exiftence of all others the moft honourable, a co- 
exiftence in one perfon with its divine creator. 
The change on. his divinity was not real but re- 
lative. From exifting only in one eflence with the 
other perfons in tfie godhead, and being a ptirely 

F divine 
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. divine perfon, he, by aiTuming our nature Into 
perfonal union with nis divinity, of arfimple, be- 
came a complex perfon, of God, he became God- 
man. In this perfon he pofTefTes a truly divine 
nature as the Word ; and a true and compleat 
human nature in a reafonable foul and human 
body, which he afTumed into union with his 
pre-exiftent divinity. Thefe two natures are not 
united by mere appofitioh, as twomaterial bodies 
are joined in contiguity ; nor by mere harmony 
of thought or affection, as congenial minds are 
faid to be one ; nor by mere inhabitation of the 
divine nature, by its gracious influence, in the* 
human nature, as God dwells in and operates 
on the minds of good men. It is an union clofer 
and more intimate ; and of which neither- nor all 
of thefe are the foundation; but are rather the 
effects. IjC is an union truly perfonal, an union | 
by which the human exifts in one complex per- I 
fon with the*divine nature. This, as we formerly 
fhewed Chap I. is evident from the afcription 
of both natures, bv the infpired writers, to the 
fame perfon of Chrift j the afcription of per- 
fe<5tions and a£^ions divine and human to the 
fame perfon ; and even the reciprocation of thefe 
charaders; thofe things being afcribed to the 
divine, which belong flridly to the human, and 
thofe things being afcribied to the human, whic^b 
properly belong to the divine nature, but through 
the conjunftion of thefe natures in one perfon 
aye applicable to the general Perfon, and applied 
in common language to that perfon as cha- 
racterized from either of its natures. And this 
the general theory of human generation, which 
relates to complex perfons, implies, and the ac- 
counts we h?ve given from fcripture of our Lords 
generation clearly demonftrates. * 

What 
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What is the mode of this union, or what" the 
ties by which it is eftabliflxed and preferved, God 
has not revealed, as it was neither neceffary, nor 
perhaps poffible for man to know it. We know 
not the ties by which fpirit and body are con- 
nected in our own perfons, and how can we 
know the ties that unite in one perfon the divine 
and human natures of the Son of God ? We 
know the natures and qualities of fpirit and of 
body fo far, as to know they are eflentially dif- 
ferent. We know they cannot be confounded 
without a mutual deftru£tfon of their very cf- 
ences, but that they are capable of union and 
co-exiftence in one complex perfon, we have the 
higheft evidence, for we feel it every moment in 
ourfelves, and perceive it in the whole world of 
mankind around us. In like manner we know 
fo much of the divine and human natures of 
Chrift, as to be afTured they are eilentially and 
infinitely different, and that they can never be 
cpn verted the one into the other. But that they are 
incapable of union, we have no reafoa to believe, 
but much the contrary. The Deity, in a more 
general way, contains the whole creation in his 
effence ; and though he is not ftridly the anima 
Mundiy or conne£ted with it in one great whole as 
our fouls are with our bodies, as many of the 
heathens of old, and Spinoza and his followers 
of late have abfurdlv imagined ; yet fomewhat 
like our fouls in our oodies, be conftantly fuftains 
and actuates the whole, for in him we live, move, 
and have our being. He dwells more intimately 
by his gracious prefenre, his fpirit and influence 
in the minds of good beingar, animating them 
with all the principles, and filling them with the 
joys of the divine life; What then (hould hinder 
the Almighty, if hepleafes,tocreate an intelligent 
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nature fit for more intimate union with himfelf, 
and to create it in that union* an union fo clofe and 
intimate as may be juftly called perfonal? Does 
he in fadl conne£l angelic and animal natures 
without mixture or confuiion in every human 
perfon ; and can he not create a human -nature, 
and afTume it into union with himfelf, as clofe 
as what he hath eftablifhed between inferior, yet 
eflentially different natures ? In truth there is 
nothing more inconceitable in the union of Deity 
and humanity in the perfon of the Son of God,, 
which he hath exprefly declared to us, than in 
the union of mind and body ; an intelligent, im- 
material, immortal mind,' with unconfcious, ma- 
terial, and mortal body, of which however the 
whole world of human beings are evidenQCS, 
Nay as^the Deity neceffarily pervades all nature, 
and co-exifts in a general way with every mind he 
hath made, and as there mufl be a greater affinity 
betwixt the great Eternal Spirit and a human fpirit 
created by him, created for and created in perfonal 
exiftence with him, though infinitely diflindt 
from him, than between. a human foul and body 
that have no point of agreement that we know 
of, fo the union of thofe natures in Chrift's com- 
plex perfon,. feems more eafily conceivable, than 
that of thofe fo oppofite natures of which our 
own perfons are evidently compofed. Our na- 
ture, which he afTumed to his divine perfon, is in 
itfelf a complex one ; for . our benefit chiefly did 
he alTume it, and as we dre of all beings the 
mofl concerned to believe it j fo of all beings 
have we highefl reafon to believe it, as we have 
in the cQnfiitution of our own natures, the 
n^bkft refemblance of our Redeemer's perfon 
creation affords. This manifeftation of God 
io human flefh is, as St. Paul ranks it, the firfl: 
! :: ' and 
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amd' the greateft myflery of godlinefs, which 
angels defire to look into, but the moft piercing 
intelligence cannot fully- inveftigate. Yet the 
ynyftery lies not fo much in the difficulty of 
uniting aiatures effentially different, myfterious 
^s that is, as in the wifdom and moral iitnefs of 
fach an extraordinary conftitution in the cecono- 
my of Divine Providence, the difcuffion of which 
belongs not fo much to the formation of Mefliah's 
perfon, as to the character he was. to bear and 
the oiBces he was to perform. 

The perfeft knowledge of this fabjeft exceeds 

the comprehenfion of our finite minds, yet. we 

can eafily perceive there is nothing jn it impoflible, 

nothing repugnant to the nature of things. And 

though we cannot penetrate thQ complete nature 

of this union, the tyes by which itexifts, :and 

.the laws of operation between the divine and 

human natures, yet by the light of revelation^ 

and the general knowledge of this great fubjcfik 

K hath afforded us, we can clearly inveftigate 

^-b^t is neceffary for us to know of it^in this 

prefentftate. As the council of Chalcedon con^- 

vened to take cognizance of the N^orian herefy 

declared, this union of thefe natures, in o\\v 

Saviour's perfon is conftituted. ourvyxF^u^^ without 

any confufion or commixture of thefe natures ; 

<5^c5r7iyj, without tranfmutation or change of t^ofe 

natures into each other; aSia^^Elo)^, without divifioji 

of thefe natures into two diftindt perfons, and 

ax^p^^^h without all future feparation of thefe 

natures, thus united in the perfon of the Son of 

God. ihefe were the terms by which the ancient 

church guarded againft the various errors which 

then fprung up as to the perfon of our Bleffed 

Saviour. Being framed againft thefe errors, they 

are all negative ; yet they clearly enough indi- 
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Ctite the pofitive truth revelation teaches, and the 
Chriftian church is to believe with regard to this 
article of our holy faith. The divine and human 
natures are united in the perfon of Chrift, with- 
out any confufion or mixture of the one with the 
Other ; for natures fo efTentially different, how- 
ever they may be connefted, can never be blend- 
ed or confounded^ but muft each remain what 
it efTentially is, and retain all the qualities that 
efTentially belong to it. They are united with- 
out converfion or tranfmutation into each other ; 
for it is impoffible that the infinite and divine 
nature can be changed into a finite and human, 
and as impoi&ble that a finite and human can 'Be 
tranfubflantiated into an infinite and divine na- 
ture. But though the natures are two, the per- 
fon IS but one j for whenever two natures unite 
in one perfonal iubfiftence, they become one 
complex perfon. Had the human nature of Chrifl 
been created, and exifted for fometinie before its 
affumption into perfonal union with the divine 
Wordy each nature would have (b long poflefled 
its diflind perfonality ; l)ut upon their union into 
one perfonal fubflance, their individual perfonali* 
ties unite alfo into one complex perfon. Much 
mdre is this the cafe in the incarnation of Chrift: 
his human nature never exifted by itfelf, but had 
th% commencement of its exiftence from its per- 
fonal co-exiftence with the divine Word, and of 
a fimple perfon, as God, made him a complex 
perfon, as God -man. And though thefe natures 
remain diftin6l from each other, or witl^out all 
confufion or converfion, yet in this complex 
perfon are they united together by ties fo ftrong 
as can never be broken ; - and in union fo per- 
inanent as fhall never be diffolved., Lfke the 
fouls and bodies of the fons of men, which are 

united 
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united iii our conftitution without mixture or 
change of their natures, and though two diftindi 
natures, yet, by their pcrfonal union and co- 
ex iftence, make but one perfon ; and like thefe 
fouls and bodies that in our future immortal ftate 
fhall be united, never to be feparated : fo the 
divine Logos and a human nature are conne<ftcd 
in union that is truly perfonal ; and though thefe 
natures are eflentialJy diftinft, their perfonal union 
{hall never be diflTolved. The complex perfon is 
God, and he is man: he has the complete divine 
nature in one of its. perfonal diftindions, and a 
complete human nature, with ajl their effential 
properties,co-exiftinginhis perfon ; yet the divine 
nature is not confounded with the human, nor the 
human nature with the divine. The divinity is not 
degraded to humanity, nor the humanity exalted - 
to divinity. As the r^atiires are not tranfub- 
ftantiated, as little are their properties transferred. 
The infinite divinity partakes not the finite 
qualities of the humanity, nor the finite hu- 
manity the iiifinite perfections of the divinity. 
The oivine nature becomes not finite in effence, 
knowledge or power, nor the hunian omnipre- 
fent, omnifcient or almighty, but every nature 
retains the properties that effentially belong to it. 
Yet thefe natures, as they co-exift in one perfon, 
co-exift and zd: in the moft perfe(5l harmony and 
confiftence with each other. Like the fqul in 
our complex nature, fo the divine Logos in the 
complex perfon of Chrift is the great principle 
of life, direction, and agency ^ and the human na- 
ture, like our animal frame, is juiUy under its 
direftion and influence. The divinity exerts it- 
felf in communicating to the humanity every en- 
dowment intellectual ahd moral, and all com<^ 
petent happinefs, adapted tg the different ftates 
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nnd characters in which he was to at^ ; and the 
humanity ever exifts and a£is in juft confonance 
and fubjet^ion to its indwelling Deity. Tbe 
general perfon, containing a divine and human 
nature, may be denominated from the one na- 
ture, from the other, or from both ; and may 
have all the attributes of each afcribed to him. 
And aj thefe natures were united in a way 
fimilar to generation, and this complex perfon was 
generated by God, and conceived in and born of 
the Blefled Virgin, hemay be, and in Scripture is 
indifcriminately dcfigned the Son of God, or the 
Son of Man. 
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Of theperfonal Excellence and Dignity of the 

Son of God. 

AFTER the generation of the Son of God, 
it follows that we treat next of the excel* 
lence and dignity of. the perfon generated. This 
is not only an effential part of this grj?at fubjed, 
but a part too of capital importance. From the 
complex perfon of the Son of God, and the ex- 
cellence of that perfon, flows his fitnefsfbr every 
office he was intended to difcharge as the Son of 
God and Saviour of Men. Ignorance of this 
perfonal excellence is the primary iburce of thao 
difffsgard to him that fo impioudy pre.vails in the 
world \ whereas, juft conQeptions of his djgnity 
anrd glory would at once Aipport our hopes of 
every bJelfing we expe6l from him, and cherilh ^ 
eyery dutiful- regard we juftly owe to him. The 
natures divine and human which cpmpofe his 
hi« peribn, aad feveral of the charafters beionging . . 
to thefe natures, we have already mentioned m 
the firft chapter. But thefe natures were then 
rather proved than explained ; rather eftabliftied 
%Q pave the way for afcertaining in what refpcft 
our Saviour is the Son of God, than to exhibit his ^ 
dignity in that perfon • and charadier. But now 
tb^t we have endeavoured by every evidence of , 
revelation to decide this, matter, and have ex- 
plained his generation agreeably to that decifion, . 
let us, for our farther knowledge of him, proceed 
to inveftigat* and difplay, in the moft obvious 
p€»ints^ hi$ perfonal excellence, dignity and glory. 
. F^S I. This 
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.L This illuftrious perfon is the Son of God» 
his only begotten^on, and infinitely fuperior to 
all thole beings, who in an inferior fenfe are called 
the Sons of ^od. This point of our Saviour's dig- 
iiity refults immediately from that divine generfitioa, 
of his complex perfon, which we laft explained. 
From all eternity he had been the divine Logos, 
co-exifting with the other divine fubfiftences in 
the fame divine effence, and poffeffing every 
divine perfedion, glory and happinefs thereto 
belonging. But in the fulnefs of time, God's 
co-eflential, co-equal, and co-eternal' Word, af- 
fumed our humanity to his divinity by divine 
generation, and of the Word of God, became 
alfo his Son. In aflTuming this new, he did not 
lay afide his former character. His divine fub- 
ilftenceis immutable, and his divine relation to the 
Father in that perfopal fubfiftence is imtnutable, 
as every thing in divinity ever muft be. Ac- 
cordingly, though St. John informs us, that the 
divine VVord, by being made flefh, became the 
begotten Son of God, and commonly defcribes 
him after his incarnation by that name ; yet, 
to fhow us that he did not lay aftde, but 
continued alfo in his original character, he, after 
his iricarnation, reprefents him ftill as the Word 
of God, Rev. xix, 13. By receiving this ad- 
ditional nature, he receives an additional cha- 
rafter himfelf, and an additional relation to God. 
By the acceffion of a human nature to bis divine 
perfon, he, of the Word of God, becomes Im- 
manuel, , God-man ; and receiving this accejQion 
in the way of generation, he who is the eflenttal 
Word of God in his divine, becomes the Son 
of God in his complex perfonr This gives him 
at once the higheft dignity, perfcdion, and ex- 
cellence. To be the fon of an earthly king, is 

reckoned 
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reckoned the higheft earthly honour to which a 

child can be born. Whaft honour muft it then 

be, to be the Son of God— the Maker and 

Sovereign of the vaft univerfe ! But honour is 

not the whole, nay, nor the higheft dignity ]m«« 

plied in this charader. With the relation of 

Son of God, Chrift poflefles the perfonal cha-> 

rafter that founds it, and with the relative honour, 

he has all the resd excellence that confiitutea 

and adorns that fuper-eminent chara£ler. He 

poflefles the divine nature of his Father, 

with all th6fe great and glorious perfedions that 

are eflential to that nature. Thefe belonged to 

him eternally as God's co-eflential Word, and^ 

all thefe continue to belong to him as the Son 

of. God, or Word incarnate. No cbara£^ei: can 

give him a nearer connexion with God, nor 

poflefs him of higher excellence than his former 

one ; yet this moft intimate of all connexions is 

continued, and feconded by one which next tO' 

it) and along with it, gives him the endeared - 

relation of his proper Son. No additional per« 

feAion can render divinity more perfedl ; yet 

his divine perfeSIons, as the Word, continue 

with him as the Son of God ; and have added 

to them in his complex perfoti,' all the perfe£tions 

belonging to his human nat'ure* As God's co-. 

eflential Word, exifting in the (ame eflence and 

poiTefled of the fame perfe<S):ions with the firft 

perfon, he ever was theobjed): of his fupreme and ' 

infinite love. But this God of love now views 

him in his complex perfon ; views htm in that < 

perfon as his Son, his. only begotten Son, and ' 

loves him, with a divine afie£lion extended to > 

his whole perfon, and fuited to the . endearing 

additional relation which he now bears to him; 

This chara^er, therefore, of Son of God, be-» . 

F 6 corner 
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comes in every view a fource of his higheft dig- 
nlty, and gives him an excellence and glory that 
ha^ no parallel. Many other beings are called 
fens of God ; and haye all fopfie character from, 

*and fome relation to him, which found that 
honburable.appellatioii. AngeU are called his 
{ons. Job xxxviii. y, as being the produdions of 
his creative power, and the Hnite images of his 
infinite perfe<S);ion. Men are cs^lled his fons, or 
offspring, ^t^x xvii. 28. as being formed by the 
great Father of being, and formed after his like* 
iiefs in thofe perfedUons, intellectual and moral, 
vutb which our nature was adorned. True 
Chriftians are his fons in an additional ienie; 
as being regenerated by his Spirit after his divine 
im^ge in wifdom and goodnefs, and invefted in 
all the honours and privileges of his children. 
But Chrift is the Son of God in a fenCb infinite^ 
ly higher and praperer than any of thefe. Thefe 
are his fons by creaiion, or adoption ; Chrift is 
his Son by generation. His whole other chil^ 
dren are his fons, by a fimilar nature. Chrift 
is his begotten Son, who has a nature the fame, 
and the fame not only in kind, but which is the 
peculiar privilege of the Son of God, and 
which no other fpn of God, or of man, can 
claim ; he has the very fame numerical eilenc« 
with his Father, though under a different per- 
fonal fubfrftence. Correfpondent to this fuperior 
ground of Sorifhip, is the infinite fuper-emi- 
nence over all the created children of God, 
which the Scriptures afcribe to hinu Thus, 

* fays God, " I will make him my firft born, 
'« higher than the kings of the earth," Pfalm ^ 
Ixxxix. 31. giving him pre-eminence above the 
higheft creatures in this terreftrial world. The 
fame is his declared tranfcendence above the 

higheft 
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highcft created excellences in the heavenly king- 
doni. For he is made fo much better than, the 
angels, 'as he hath by inheritance 'obtained a 
more excellent name than they ; for unto which ^ 
of the angels, faid he at any time, <* Thou art 
«< my Son, this day have I begotten thee." 
Nay, fuch is hi$ infinite fuperiority to the whole 
creation, angelic as well as human, that when 
God bringeth in the firft- begotten into the worlds , 
he fayeth, ** Let all the angels of God wor^ip ^ 
** him," Heb. i. 4 — 6, But in what is this 
infinite fuperiority reprefented to confift ? Angels 
he declares to be created fpirits, the Son to be 
God their Creator ; angels to be minifters bf his 
prefence and kingdom, the Son to he the Prince- 
royal of heaven, the heir and joint-pofleffot 
with his Father of the throne of the univerfe, 
while his inferior fbns are only his fubjeds and 
fervants, miniftring to his Majefty in his celeftial 
court, or executing his commands through his 
extenfive empire. '* And of angej$ he fayeth, 
*< Who maketh his angels fpirits, and his mi- 
** nifters a flame of fire. But unto the Son, 
** he faith. Thy throne, O God, is for evei^ , 
'* and ever. Thou, Lord, in the beginning 
«* haft laid the foundation of the earth, and 
•* the heavens are the work of thy hands. — But 
** to which of the angels, faid he at any time, 
** Sit thou -on my right hand, until 1 make 
••* thine enemies thy footftool," HeL i. 7, 8, 
10, 13. , 

This is the fundamental character, and the 
diftinguifbfng glory of the great Meffiah. It 
communicates to him, as God-man, his Father's 
nature, which is his higheft excellence; his 
Father's image, which is his higheft perfeSion ; 
and his Father ^s love, which is his higheft blef- 

fednefs. 
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(idneft. It makes Chrift the man that is God's 
fellow, as God himfelf hath declared, Z^tA. 
xiii. 7. and pofleffor of all the fulnefs, and heir to 
-all the honours and poffeffions of God. This, 
therefore, his divine Father ever reprefents as his 
Son's diftinguiftiingchar^fter ;, foretelling itby his 
prophets, announcing it at his conception and 
birth by an angel, declaring it with the heavens 
opened at his baptifm, and confirming it by raifmg 
him in power from the dead, exalting him to his 
right hand in the higheft heavens, and command- 
ing his' whole Creation to honour the Son, even- 
as they honour the Father. 

IL He is the brighteft and moft perfed image 
df his divine Father. Every thing that generates, 
generates its like. A fon, as he partakes their 
nature, fo he naturally poflefles a refemblance of 
his parents. Such is the eftabliflied law of God, 
among human children ; and the fame natural 
law holds equally as to God's own divine and 
only begotten Son. As Son of Man, partaker 
of our nature, he refembles the fpecies from 
which, as to his flefh, he defcended, in a rational 
foiil and human body; though thefe too are 
greatly fuperior to the moft excellent of his 
kindred. But the chief conftituent of his com- 
plex perfon is the divine Word j his chief and 
diftinguiihing charaSer in that perfon, is, that 
h6 is the Son of God; and as Son of God, one 
of his nobleft diftin6tions is, that he is the perfcft 
image of his All-perfedt Father. Thus St. Paul 
affures us, that " he is the image of the invifible 
** God," Col, i. 15. .Nay, in language the ful-* 
left and ftrongeft, the fame apoftle affirms, that 
** he is the brightnefs of his Father's glory, and 
*< the exprefs image of his perfon,". Heb^ i. 3. 

Thia 
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This refemblaacc of the Deity extends to the 
general perfon of the Son, conufting of a divine 
and human nature, but lies chiefly in the 
former. In that refpe£t he is. God co-eiTential 
with his Father; and pofieffing the very fame 
divine nature, poflefles all thofe perfections that 
charaSerize and diftinffuifli it. Accordingly, if 
we confult the facfed oracles, we fliall find 
that there is not- one eilential perfection, be- 
longing to the divine Father, but what belongs 
equally to his divine and co-elTential Son. Thus 
is God an infinite and tranfcendent Spirit, 'John 
iv. 24. fo alfo is the Son ; for as to their divine 
eilence, he declares, ** I and my Father are 
*' . one," "John x. , 30. Is the Father eternal, 
who is,^ was, and is to come, Bjpu. i. 4. the 
very fame attribute in the very fame words, is 
afcribed to the Son. '^ I am Alpha and Ome- 
^y ga, the beginning and the ending, faith the 
*' Lord, which is, and which was, and which 
<^ is to come, Bsv. i. 8. Is the Father infinite 
in effence, and fo prefent with every creature 
that exifts through the vaft univerfe, PfaU 
cxxxix. 7, 8. fo.likewife is the Son. Thus, 
when bis human nature was to be exalted to hea* 
yen, and his difciples to be left behind and to be 
difperfed through every nation, and to every 
quarter of the globe, promulgating his religion; 
he aflures them, that in regard to his divine 
prefence and efience, he fhould ftill be with them 
all, and with all their genuine fucceflbrs to the 
end of the world, Matth. xxiv. 19. Is this eter- 
nal, infinite Father, without all variablenefs or 
ihadow of turning, James i. 17. fo, as to his 
divine nature, is the Son. Thus what the 
Pfalmift affirmed of the Deity in general, the 
sfpoftle applies to the Son, as fecQnd perfon in 

the 
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theGodhead* ^ Thou, Lord, in the beginning, 
<^ haft laid the foundations of the tarth, and. the 
*^ heavens aie the work of thy hands ; they (hail 
^* perifliy but thou remaincft ; and they mall all 
<*' wax old, as doth a gacment, and as a vefture 
*^ (halt thou fold them up, and they fhall be 
*^ changed; but thou art the fame^ and thy 
^^ years (hall Jiot £ail," Pf, cii/24, 25, and Heh^ 
J. io**i2. Is the Father Almighty, 2 Car. vi« 
iS. fo the Son alfo is the Almighty, Rev. i. 8. 
Does the Father ^know all things, i yohn iiu 
20. fo fays St. Peter of the Son, <' Lord, thou 
**■ knoweft air things," yohn xxi. 17. Is the 
Father pofieflfed of infinite wifdom, and called^ 
The only wife God, i 7/V«. i. 17, the Son alfo 
is called, ** the only wi'e God, our Saviour," 
yudd ver, 25. Js the Father, in (hort, a perfon 
of infinite goodnefs and ret^itude, purity and 
truth ; fo alfo is the Son, for ** in him dweiletb 
«' ail the fuinefs of the Godhead bodily," CoL'i'u^. 
And as the refult of all this infinite perfe^lion, 
is the Father declared in Scripture to be the 
« Higheft," LuJte i. 32. and *' the Blefled," 
A£ar/ix'iv* 61 • fois Chrifl: the bon declared al^ 
to be " over ^11, God, and bleiTed for ever," 
Rom. ix. 5^ 

,But is this image of God which is the glory of 
his Son, to be confined wholly to his divine 
nature ? By no means. Indeed ftri£i]y fpeak- 
ing, Chrifl: cannot be called the image of God, 
as to his eiTence or nature, for the effence of 
the Father and the Word are one and the (seme. 
When he is confidered as the image of God in his > 
divine>chara£ker, it muft be as he is, a diflinct 
divine perfon, co-exifting with the Father in the 
lame effence, and perfectly Gmilar to him. Or, 
as this divine perfon is united with human nature, 

adorned 
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adorned with the divine iixiage in wifdom and 
goodnefs^ majeily and glory, fo his being the 
image of God may denote either that godlike 
effulgence of divinity through his humanity, or 
the reiemblance of his human to his divine nature. 
In either of thefe views this charad^er includes alfo 
his human nature. And that this nature too is the 
^ fuhjeiSof the divine image, the apoftle plainly inti- 
* mates when, he defines Chrift to be ** the image of 
** the invifible God, and the firft-born of every 
** creature." Col. i. 15. For^he divine perfon of 
Chrift is no more vifible than that of the Father, ^ 
and has no other relation to the creatures he hath 
jmade : fo that tHefecharadersexprefshis complex 
perfon, dnd fo include his humanity as a fubjeS alfo 
of the divine image. His human nature indeed, ef- 
ierxtially and feparately confidered, gave him the 
likeuefs of humanity ; but confidered in that purity 
and perfeflion in which it was created, the glory 
to which it is exalted, and the perfonal union with 
its Itdaker which it ever poiTefles, it raifes him far 
above the higheft creatures, and exhibits the 
flrongeft refemblaace of divinity creation affords* 
Xn his generation and while he converied witlv 
men, he appeared more in the likenefs of men ', 
but in his refurre<S^ion from the dead and afcen^* 
iion into heaven, which the Scripture meta-» 
phorically reprefents as his fecond generation, he 
appeared more fully in the image of God* Yet in 
every ftate of his exiftence did the Son of God, 
even in his human nature, bear a moft itriking 
refemblance to his divine Fathen Formed not 
by natural generation from fallen beings, as 
other men, but by fupernatural divine power, as 
became the Son of God, he was free of that 
finful taint thaiinfe<Sls all tne natural progeny of 
degenerate Adam. His foul, as beca«ie.the moft 

intimate: 
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' intimate aflbciate of the divine Logos, was^ 
created of the moft excellent nature, and of tht 
fnoft capacious natural powers intelle£iual and 
adive. Thefe powers were adorned with the 
bright lineaments of his Father's image in wif- 
dom, reditudcj and goodhefs, from their very 
creation ; for from his generation" was he " fanSi- 
•^^jfied and fo fent into the world," y^hn x. 36. 
The Divine Spiritwas given to him in|all his gifts 
and graces in an immeafurable degree, to form 
this begotten, as he doth the adopted Sons of God,' 
after the divine image, Yohn iii. 34. and to reft 
upon him as a fplrit of wifdom and underftanding^ 
% fpirit of council' and might, a fpirit of know- 
ledge and of the fear of the Lord, /f&. xi. 2. Be- 
fides all tRis, he enjoyed a fource of improvemeur 
and perfedion, which none but himfelf could ever 
poflefs, even a perfonal union and communion- 
of his human nature with that infinite fource of 
Hght and perfeftion, his divine perfon. This* 
comrnqnication of divine influence from his divine- 
nature, and from the Holy Spirit eflentially con- 
neded with that Mature, to his humanity, like^ 
the energy of our fouls towards our bodies, wa^ 
indeed voltmtary, and wifely adapted ^to the va- 
rious ftages through which he had to pafs, and to 
the parts he had to a£l for the falvation of man- 
kind. By all thefe means of improvement, was 
the" Son of God folded after his Father's image, 
in the higheft perfedlion which his human nature 
in the dinFerent eftates of its being would admit. 
His capacious mind was ftoredwith treafures of 
knowledge and wifdom, derived immediately 
from the pmnifcient mind divine^ with which 
it was fo clofely conneiled. His will ever 
righteous, was, from his godlike wifdom, 
riiifed to tht^ higheft moral redtitude, re* 
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iembling the will divine. His heart glowed with 

the moft generous goodnefs and benevolence, re* 

iembling God his Father, whofe higheft and 

moft amiable chara£ter is that he is love, i J^hn 

iv. 8. So confummate was his wifdom," that he 

never was- guilty of one inftance of folly. ' So 

perfeft his virtue, as rendered him fuperior to 

every allault of vice. So inviolable from his firft 

exiftence were his principles of univerfal good- 

nfefs, as no temptation could corrupt. So perfeft 

through his whole life were his piety and virtue, 

as no extent of the divine law could exceed ; add 

what no man, no angel, what not the highefi; 

created being, in its nrft and probationary uate, 

can attain, rendered the man Chrift Jefus abfcK 

lutely impeccable. During his whole life onr 

earth, his character was oiie uniform difplay of 

knowledge the moft infallible, of wifdom the 

moft confummate, of purity the •moft eminent, of 

piety the moft fublime, of oenevol^snce and kind- 

nefs the moft generous and extenfive.- Never 

was fuch godlike perfection to be found in 

man ; never did angel, or the higheft created* 

being, in excellence and goodnefs fo refemble 

God. 

But if in his ftatc of minority,, as it were^ 
upon earth, the holy Jefus fo nipuch refcmbled hi» 
Father, much more does he refemble him in hia^ 
ftate of complete perfeftion in heaven* His body . 
i« fpiritualized and raifed to the higheft refem- 
blahce of his foul, and his foul to the higheft; 
i^efemblance of God, that their finite natures 
will admit. Univerfal knowledge and wifd6m,> 
re6litude and goodnefs, in a fuper-eminent degree, 
dignify and exalt his foul within, while a god-*- 
like majefty and glory, transfufed from its indweK 
ling Deity, adorn his -body, without. As if a 
cryftalline globe were caft round the body of the 
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fun, which though it remained dift>n£b from it^ 
yet receiving and tranfmitting it^ rays, would 
ftrongly refemble the glorious orb it contained, 
fo, by its perfonal union with, and its confor- 
mation to the Deity in its^ glorification in 
heaven, the human nature of Chrift highly re*^ 
ftmbles his divine. I'he glory of the Deity tranf- 
mitted through his humanity, .renders lum the 
image of the invrfible God' ; aiifd in his' 
complex peribn as God-man, he is the bright- 
nefs of his Fathers glory, and the expfefs imag« 
<rf bis perfon. Other fons bear fome refenv 
blance of God their Father^ in the fpiritdality 
Qf their natures^ and the powers intelledual and- 
moral with which their natures are . endowed, 
but poiFefs nothing of real divinity. Chrift in 
his human nature pofTeffes this ilmiiitude to God 
above all created beings ; ajid what raifes bim in- 
finitely above them all, lie as thp divine Word' 
made ile& is God equal with the Father, for ia- 
him dwells all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodjly* 
They are, the created children of God, ;ind have 
only a finite refemblance of their maker^.fie 
' is God's begotten- Son, who has a divine as well 
as a created nature, and who therefore is. the 
X pcrfeft and vifible image of the invifible God, 
and the firft-born. of every creature, i CoL u 15. 
which fuggefts to us. 

IILThat he is the head or chief of the 
creation of God. The former charafter re- 
ferred chiefly to his divinity, this relates chiefly 
to his humanity ; yetj as his being the image of 
Qod extended alfo to his human, fo.his being 
t^ chief of God's creation refults in. a high, 
degree from^his. divine nature. The creation of 
God is filled with orders of intelligent beings, 
aEafiiig fcom . mea> to aagels and archangds, 

cherubim^ 
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•ixsherubimand feraphim, thrones, dominions, prin* 
. cipalities and powers, in numbers and naturea 
■which we cannot fully .underftand in our prefent 
fbate. Th^fe are all children of the fame divine 
Father, and rife in beautiful gradation of nature 
and excellence, dignity and glory, one above 
another, from the fainteft to the brighteft image 
-of their great Original. But however exceUeot 
in perfe£lion, or exalted >n dignity, any of thefe 
created Tons of the Almighty may be, his only 
. begotten Son far tranfcends them all. His human 
nature conne<^s him more particularly with the 
human kind, which is the lowed fpecies wd 
know of in the intelligent creation. Yet,' by its 
perfonal co-exiftence with all-perfe<£i divinity^ 
and the godlike perfeAion and glory it poiiefTes, 
it is raifed in excellence and dignity above the 
higheft of God's creation, and is exalted to be 
the head and Lord of ail. His exifteace in this 
lower world, like that of his human brethren, 
was a ftate of gradual formation towards its 
compleat and immortal nature, and therefcH;^ hit 
refurredlion is beautifully represented as his com- 
pleat generation and birth. And he is in this 
refpe£i: called the ^^ firft-begetten, and the firft-. 
bbrn from the dead,'* ReVn i. 5. Gfl. i. i8. And 
David's prediftion of his generation, Pf, ii. 7, 
is applied to his refurredion* J^s xiii. 33. ior 
though his incarnation maae him the (on of 
God, his refurre6^ion raifed him to the com« 
plete DerfeAion and glory belonging to that 
charaaer. During his refidence among men, he 
appeared rather as man and the fon of man« 
At his exaltation to God, he appeared in all the 
perfedion and glory of the Son of God. While 
he tabernacled on earthy he condeicended for 
our falvation to take opon hkn the form c^ a 

fervant^i 
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fervant, and defeended lower than the loweft of 
his human brethren. But fp foon as this flate of 
felf-abafement was over, he (hone forth in all his 
dignity and excellence ^^ tiie man who was God's 
** fellow/' Zech. xiii. 7. and infinitely higher than 
the higheft of creation. His body is adorned 
with univerfal fplendpr and glory, brighter than 
the fun, and his foul with wifdom and goodnefs, 
which^far tranfcend the nobleft intelligences. This 
unequalled perfection of his humanity- raifes him 
in excellence, and the perfonal union it has with 
the indwelling Deity gives him in dignity infinitely 
the pre-eminence above the whole creation, and 
exalts him even in his lowed nature, to be the 
head and Lord of tbeuniverfe. 

But ihould we confider the Son of G6d in bis 
divine chara£ter, fuperadding to the higheft per- 
fedion of the human the infinitely greater perfec- 
tion of the divine nature, there all comparifpn with 
creation is loft ; for what proportion can there 
be between infinite and finite, between the divine 
Word the equal of the Father, and the higheft 
creature that can or does exift ? The moft glorious, 
angels in heaven vanifh iniiis prefence,as the fiars 
of the iky upon the appearance of the fun. His 
glorious humanity, though it obfcyres all created 
excellence, is here itfelflofl: in that infinitely more 
glorious nature into which it is aiTumed^ and 
the Son of. God complexly confidered, ftands 
on the whole infinitely nearer to the Deity, 
than to the higheft of the creation. For his divi- 
nity, as it is infinitely the moft glorious apd per- 
fed, fo it is Infinitely the greateft,conftitu«nt of 
the Son of God. ^ut as his divinity connects 
him with God,, and makes him equal with God ; 
fo his humanity connects him with the creatures, 
.and by its excellence and dignity, places him 
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^t the head of the univerfe ; and both conjoin'd 
Jn the conftitution of his perfon, make him in one 
rcfpeO, the Creator of all things, and in another^ 
the head and glory of his creation. Thus fays the 
Pfalmift of him, " Thou art fairer than the chil- 
** dren of men^ grace is poured into thv lips, 
** for God hath bleffed thee for ever j and again 
** God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
*' the oil of glaanefs above thy fellows." PjaL 
xlv. ii. 7. And the apofile afiirms his premi- 
nence to angels. ** For to which of the angels 
faid he, at any time. Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee,- and fit thou on my 
*•' right hand, untill I make thine enemies thy 
" footftool." fiutwhenhe bringeth his firft be- 
gotten into the world, he fays, ** Let all the 
*' iingels of God worfhip him,** Heb. i. 5, 6, 13. 
In his ftate of humiliation on earth, his glory was 
veiled under human flefh, and he was made a little 
lower than the angels by his fufFering of death, 
bnt is now crowned with glory and honour, 
chap. ii. 9. Raifed from the dead, God fet him 
at his own right hand, in the higheft heavens. 
There. his divinity difFufes itfelf full' in and over 
his humanity, not deifying it indeed, but ren- 
dering it the likeft and the neareft to Deity, its 
created nature can be. There he is placed by 
his Father, on his right hand, " Far above all 
** principality and power, and might, and domi- 
" nion, and every name that is named, not only 
** in this world, but in that which is to come, 
Eph, i. 20, 21. And there he reigns, the con- 
felled. Lord and glory of the creation, in whom 
his Father fupremely delights, and whom his 
whole empire of virtuous^bcings, from the loweft 
to the higheft, contemplate with wonder, reve- 
rence and love, and efteem it their honour to 
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fervc, their glory to rcfemble, and their happineft 
to enjoy for ever and ever, 

Iv. This Son of God is theconjunftionof all 
being and perfe<dion, and the grand connecting 
bond between God and creation, and of the va- 
rious orders of creation with one another. Thefe 
comprehenfive charafiers relate to his whole com- 
plex perfon ; his being^ the only begotten Son and 
pcrfeft image of his Father, refpefted chiefly his 
divinity ; his being the firft-born and head of the 
creation, regarded chiefly his humanity, though 
they both included alfo his other natures. But 
this comprehends di redly and at once, both his 
deity and humanity, and fa reprefents the excel-- 
lence and glory of his general perfon. 

Chrift is a conjuntSion of all being, and of all 
in the higheflr poffible perfeftion. The whole in* 
telligent fyftem of being, fo far as we are in- 
formed of it, includes the great eternal and in- 
finite Spirit, even God ; pure and finite fpirits, 
created by him, which we call angels; and 
fpirits conneAed with material bodies, as men. 
The firft of thefe ftands infinitely fuperior to and 
difl:in£i: from all created cfliences, yet comes 
under the generical clafs of being. Of thefe clafles 
of being, the two firfl: are perfectly fimple and 
homogeneous, the laft is a compound one. Man, 
though the loweft, is the moft wonderful being 
that we know in the creation 5 he is a conjunc- 
tion and abridgement of all created nature. His 
foul connects him with the angelic, his body 
with the animal creation, fo that the fpiritual 
and material worlds unite in our perfon. But he 
who is the Son of God, and the Son of Man, is 
yet greatly more wonderful : for in him, not 
only every fpecies of created beings but the 
infinite Creator too, are pcrfonally united. His 
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fubfiftcnce as the divine Word eflentially unites 
him with God 5 His glorious foul ftands related 
to the whole fpiritual creation of angels and men ; 
yet, formed for union with his divine perfon on 
the one hand, and his human body on the other, 
it both rifes above angels, and yet condefcends by 
its union with ahum^n body to clafs with men, 
and fo gives Chrift in a fpecial manner the nature 
of man. 

But as alj thefe excellent natures are united i^ 
Chrift, fothey are all united in him In their higheft 
perfedlion. As God, he is the Moft High God# 
equal withtheother divine fabfiftences in the God- 
head ; for there are no degrees,'and no difference^ 
in an infinite being. As a created fpirit, his foul 
in nature i$ allied to all created fpirits ; yet in ex- 
celjence and perfeSion is fuperior to them all* 
As man, iiepo(Ie(Ies the famefpecific nature with 
all his brethren ', but that human nature is raifed 
to the hijgheft excellence and glory, of which it 
is fufcepiible, and from its co-eafiftence with 
the divinity, to a dignity which the highefl: of 
creation can never enjoy. Uniting thefe natures, 
he unites their perfedions ; and uniting thefe 
natures in their higheft pitch of perfeftion, he 
unites all their perfeSions in th.e higbeft degree. 
Every divine and infinite perfedlion,' of eternal 
exiftence, infinite effence, all-fufEcient fulnefs^ 
omnipotent power, omnifcient knowledge, in- 
fallible Wifdom, invariable reftitude, and boundr 
lefs goodnefs, effential to the Deity, and poflef- 
fed by the other co-effential fubfjftences in that 
Deity, are ii> the fame fupreme degree pofTeffed 
by. the Son. All thofe finite, yet glorious excel- 
lerjces, conferred by the Father of being and per- 
feftion on his created children, and refembling 
thofe in theij .alj-perfeft Father, ^re in their 
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higheft degree beftowed upon him, who, in pre* 
eminence above the whole creation, is his begot- 
ten, his only begotten Son. As he is the con- 
jun£lion of univerfal beings fo he is alfo the af- 
femblage of all perfe£tion. No wonder then that 
the firfl: character given of him by the prophet, 
fhould be h^o Wonderful, Ifai, ix. 6» or that 
the firft article dated by the apoftle in the myftery 
of godlinefs, ihould be this, *< God manifefted 
«< in the flefh," i %im. iii. i6. for every fpecies 
of nature, infinite and finite, felf-exiuent and 
created, every fpecies of excellent eflence and 
perfeflion, divine, angelic and human, by the 
moft myfterious conjundiion are united in the 
perfon of the Son of God. 

Thus uniting all being in the conftitution of 
his perfon, this glorious Immanuel becomes the 
grand connecting bond between God and crea- 
tion, and of the different parts of creation with 
each other. God is connected with the uni- 
verfe as its Creator, Preferver, and Lord ; and 
by this their common Maker and Lord, and the 
beautiful dependence and gradation he hath efta- 
blifhed through the great fyftem, are all the 
parts of it clofely conne£ted. By all thefe 
tyes does Chrift, as God, conneA the various 
parts of creation / "** for by him were all 
** things created, and by him do they all cohfift," 
CoL i. i6, 17. But the grand conneding bond 
between Goo and creation, and between the 
different parts of creation with one another, is 
the Son of God^ What the Stoics of old, and 
Spinozifts of late, falfely held as to the union 
between God and the univerfe, holds in a high 
degree in God*s Son our Saviour ; here God is 
embodied with a created nature \ here he is con- 
iie&ed with the fpiritual fyftem in the union of 
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the divine Word with Chrift*s human foul. 
Spirit finite with infinite, human with divine ; 
and through its connection with his human body, 
he is conneSed, though lefs clofely, with the ma- 
terial fyftem. But as he connects God with 
Creation, and creation with God, fo he connects 
the great parts of creation one with another. 
His human nature, though fpecifically theloweft, 
vet in that fuper-eminent excellence in which he 
hath aflumed it, ranks too with every fuperior 
order of created intelligences, and furpafies far 
the higheft of them j yet from the higheft to the 
loweft conne£ts the whole, gives them a nearer 
relation to God and to each other, and lays a 
firmer ground of friendfliip with both, than 
otherwife had been enjoyed. . In fhort, this glo- 
rious perfon fills up the mfinite chafin, and forms 
the connedirig link in the chain of univerfal 
being, between God and his creation. Or like 
the head in the human fyftem, that unites the 
fpirit with its inferior animal body, poiTeiles the 
nature of both, and all the qualities of both, and 
all thefe qualities in their higheft perfedion, 
and is the eftablilhed bond of union and inter- 
courfe between the whole, {o h the fecond perfoa 
in the Godhead united witl^.our nature. He con-* 
ne£ts God with creation, and creation with 
God ; the intelle£lual with the material, and tho 
various orders of created intelUgences with each 
other, in bands that (hall never be diftblved, 
Jefus is the Son at once of God and of man, and 
the cement of everlafling union betwixt them. 
This begotten Son conne£ls the divine Father of 
the univerie in clofer and more endearing con* 
juodlion with his created. children; and by the 
conftitution of his mediatorial perfon, as well as 
by the cxercife of his mediatorial offices, is form- 

Gz cd 




124 THE EXCELLENCE AND DIGNITY, ice 

ed to unite God and his creation, in love anl 
friendfhip that (hall endure for ever. This our 
Saviour himfeif intimates, when he thus prays to 
his Father in behalf of his church, ** that thcjr 
all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and 
I in thee, that they alfo may be one in us. 
** I in them and thou in me, that they may be 
•* made perfeA in one, and that the world may 
*^ know that thou haft fent me, and haft loved 
** them, as thou haft loved me," yohn xvii. 21, 
23. This the apoftle declares at large, when he 
amires us, ' " it was the purpofe of God, that in 
** the difpenfation of the fulnefs of times, he 
•* might gather together in one, or reunite under • 
^^ one head," as the word avafups^Kun^aa^eu figni* 
fies, ** all things in Chrift, both which arc in 
•* heaven, and which are on earth, even in him,** 
Ej>h, i. lo. '** For in him it pleaied the Father, 
•* that all fulnefs (hould dwell, and having made 
** peace through die blood of his crofs, by him 
** to reconcile all things to himfeif, even by him^ 
** whether they be things on earth, or things in 
** heaven," Colh i. 19, 20. But this naturally 
brings us forward from the perfon to the offices 
of the Son of God, which is to be the {uhjtdtof 
the jicxt chapter. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the great and important Offices the Son of 
God was to execute. ' 

WHEN an extraordinar]' perfon.is, by di- 
vine appointment, fent forth into the 
world, fome adequate end mull needs be defigned 
by it; for the allwife Creator and ruler of the 
vniverfe can do nothing in vain. Xbe moft 
extraordinary perfon that ever appeared in the 
wnrld, was the Son of God. In him deity and 
humanity, the creator and an abridgmejit of hi» 
creation, are united, and co-exift in the fame 
perlbn i and this, perfon, though infinitely the 
highefl and holicft that ever partook » created 
nature, was fubje£^ed, as we ftiall fee, to tho. 
4eepeft abafement and fufferings that ever were 
endured. I'his moft wonderful phseiMUDenon^ 
ia the moral world, hath employed the fcrutiny, 
not only of human but angelic minds, from its 
firft exhibition, and muft excite the mingled 
,Wof»der, fatisfaaion, and joy of God'j rational 
cEcation to endtcfs ages. But, tboi|gh no finite 
intelligence fliall ever be able fully to compre- 
hend the conllitution of this glorious perfon^ 
and all the great defigns elFecled by his agency j 
yet, every candid and difcerning mind, that at- 
tends to the various offices divine and human 
. he was to perform, and to the honour thence 
tcliilting to God and the happinefs to his crea- 
tures, muft be convinced, that a perfon only 
who waa God and Man could perfurm thele 
offices, and that this whole fcheme is not only 
G 3 molt 
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moft worthy of God, but the moft confummate 
contrivance of his wifdom and manifei[lation of 
his goodnefs, that ever was given to his rational 
creation. From the peribnaT then, let us pro- 
ceed to confider and unfold the oi&cial charaSer 
of the Son of God. -To mention and explain 
at large, aU the particular offices this illuflrious 
perfon was to execute, were inconfiftent with 
the concifenefs of our prefent plan. We fhall, 
therefore, reprefent thofe offices that are more 
capital and comprehenfive, , together* with their 
neceffity and our Saviour*s execution of them, 
in a general way; by which the neceffity and. 
propriety of his perfonal charader, and his im- 
portant offices for the honour of his Father and 
the happinefs of his brethren, will be clearly 
pewreived. 

I. This illuftrious perfon was to be the Saviour 
of his perifhing brethren of mankind. This is 
the primary office of the Son of God with re« 
gard to the creation, and comprehends all his 
particular offices with refpefl: to mankind ; and, 
therefore, this claims our firft CQnfideration» It 
was our nature particularly into which he was 
born, for it was our falvation in a fpecial man- 
ner he was defigned to accompliih. Accord- 
ingly, the Arft and the moft general official name, 
by which he was called, is Jefus ; given him for 
this exprefs . reafon, that he was to fave his peo- 
ple from their fins, Matth. i. 2f. 

By the temptations of Satan, and their own 
finful compliance with them, the. firft parents of 
our human race had tranfgrefled thofe juft laws 
their great Maker prefcribed to them, for the 
prefervation and improvement of their own per- 
fedion and happinefs, and the communication 
of the fame perfection and happinefs to their 
' offspring 
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offspring* By this moft . criminal oiFence, 
they had forfeited to tbenifelves and their, po^ 
ilcrity, all thofebleffings whiqfa the divine good- 
nefs nad promifed as the reward of their obe- 
dience; and involved both in all thofe evils, 
which are either the natural confequence, or the 
ju(t and declared punifhment of their tranfgref- 
lion. We had loft the original perfection of our. 
nature In knowledge, re^itude and goodnefs, 
and were involved in much imperfe<^ion and 
depravity. In confequence of this and our own 
adual una proceeding from it, we had forfeited 
the favour of God, which is our chijsf good, , 
and incurred his difpleafure and the eiFedls of it^ 
which is our greateft mifery. As to our body, 
vre had forfeited the fupernatural bleiling of im- 
mortality, which (hould have been the reward, 
and a moft proper one, of a pure and guiltlefs 
foul, and were funk down to that ftate of difeafe 
and mortality, that are the confequence of ani-* 
mal nature and the declared puniftiment of that 
iln, by which fupernatural perfection of mind 
and immortality of body were forfeited to m^- 
kind. As the future efieCl of thefe evils, we 
had forfeited life eternal in the everlafting image 
and enjoyment of God in a higher and happier 
world, and rendered ourfelves, foul and body, 
obnoxious by our fins to everlafting deftrudion. 
Such were tne fad lodes we had fuftained, and 
the many dreadful evils in which we were in- 
volved. What completed our mifery was, that 
we had neither inclination nor ability to extri- 
cate ourfelves from thefe terrible evils, and re- 
cover the happinefs from which we had fallen. 
The re£titude of the Deity, and the nature of 
things required perfed conformity to his image,, 
as the firft foundation of happinels, and to qua- 
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lify us for the cxprcffions of his favour to cora- 
plete it. The fame reflitude of the divine na- 
ture, and the eftdblifhed laws of his moral go- 
vernment, required condign atonement by fuf- 
ferings and death to expiate our fins^ ami pro- 
cure our deliverance from future punilhments^ 
and perfe£i futute obedience to his laws, to give 
us a title to heaven and eternal happirtefs. liut 
how impraifticable were thefc to fallen mankind ! 
weak and depraved creatures, we could not re- 
cover our proper perfeftion in our FatherV 
image, the n^ceflary foundation of his favour 
and 6ur own happinefs. Finite and finful crea* 
tures, we could as little make a proper Satisfac- 
tion for our numberlefs fins committed againft 
the Majcfty of God, and in violation o? the 
infinite obligations we are under to obey hlm,^ 
(o as to appeafe his juft difpleafure and regain 
his favour. Impure and guilty, we could never 
acquire either meethefs or title to his heavenly 
kingdom $ but muft have funk, at iaft, into the 
regions of darknefs and deftruction for even 
But what could never have ,been ctfefled by us> 
or by the ordinary eftablifliment of his moral 
government, the gracious Father of the univerfe 
had determined to accomplifh by an extraordi- 
nary, but moft God-like diipenfation of his grace,. 
Mankind, though thev had fallen by th<;ir own 
default, yet they had fallen alfo through the 
temptations of a fuperior, malicious, and art- "^ 

ful adverfar^. Our firfl parents had been over- 
come by him, even in their primseval purity and 
perfection. Their poflerity, through this fall of . 
their parents," were born into life, deftitute of 
original reditude, and expofed from their firfl 
exiftence to the joint- influence of a fenfualizin^ 
nature, a finfut worlds and the temptations ot 
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the devil ; circumftances extremely unfavourable 
to their virtue and happiness, in ilri<Sl juftice 
we could never be intitled to the divine favour 
and falvation^ all our miferies being owing chiefly 
to ourfelves ; yet) no fpecies of being could be 
more proper objects of the divine compaffion« 
There were none whofe recovery would contri- 
bute more to the glory of God, and the good of 
his creation > and therefore none, for whofe falva-> 
tfon every perfe6tion of the divine nature would 
morie engage him to interpofe. This., bleiTcd 
be his gracjo^s name, , was a<Slually the cafe* 
Hi^ goodnefs and mercy moved our falvation, 
and his wifdom and re£iit!ide devifedthe method, 
by ^hich it ihould be afcomplifhed. The firft. 
and fundamental part of the grand fcheme^was 
to obtain a proper fatisfadtion for our finS) by. 
which we might be delivered froiQ guilt ana 
condemnation, and reftored to j unification andr 
life, confidently with the authority of the di-. 
vine laws and government, and the happihefs of 
God's rational empire as dependent on their ob^, 
fervance of them4 To accomplifh this and the. 
other great purpofes of bis mediation, it was re*, 
folved in the councils of the Sacred Trinity, that 
the eternal Word ihould affume ouf nature into 
uAioil with his divine perfon, thereby becoming, 
at once, the. Son of God and Man, and Mediator/ 
betwixt them. By this, he would dignify our. 
inferior nature,* and be quali6ed, by his obedi-, 
ence and atonement, to make fatisfa£tion for our, 
finSj "and procure our redemption, not only in 
perfeft confiftency with the honour of God and 
the obedience and happinefs of his rational crea-* 
'tion, but to their hjgheil advancement. To- 
this office, therefore, he was deftined from thofe 
eternal. agQS in which the plan of the uiiiverfs. 
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and of our falvation was defigned ; and we were 
chofen in him, before the foundation of the 
world, Eph. i, 4. For this office, he was gene* f 

rated and born into our nature at the appointed \ 

period ; '^ for when the fulnefs of time was J 

^^ come, God fent forth his Son, made of a I 

*^ woman, mad& under the law, to redeem them 
'* that were under the law, that we might re- 
** ceive the adoption of fons," Gal, iv, 4. Th^t 
our Maker might • be completely qualified to be 
Our Redeemer, he, according to the ancient type 
of him, Ruth iv. 4, 5. became -our near kinf- 
man. He aiTumed our nature in foul and body, 
that in the fame nature that trahigrefled the di- 
vine law he might obey it, and that in the fame 
nature that had difhonoured God by fin, he 
might honour him by an infinite fatisfa<Siion for 
fin. With our nature he aflum^d our place, 
fubftitutinghimfelf irfourftead, tKat the punifh- 
ment due to our fins might be legally transferred 
and inlliAed upon him, and the merits of his 
fatisfadlion beextended, and its bleffings beftowed v 
upon us. And in this public character he be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of 
the crofs, that he might procure our redemption 
from fin and mifcry, and our recovery to every 
Weffing of complete happinefs; ** for he took 
•* not fallen angels to redeem them," as the 
original imports, ** but the feed of Abraham;'* 
whofe feed he was to be, and was to fave all 
out of all nations, who fhould, like faithful 
Abraham, beHeve in and obey him, GaL iii. 8. 
«* Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be- 
«* made like unto his brethren, that he might 
^< be a merciful and faithful High Prieft in things 
^< pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 
«t the fins of the people," Hei, ii. 16^ 17. 
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. In. this general pharafScr of our Saviour^ Ghrift. 
Vnites and executes every mediatiprial office, and. . 
hath purchafed and beftows whateyer 15 neceflary; 
for our complete falvation. Had : we loft the 
proper perfediion of our rational nature in a 
conformity to God in knowledge, righteoufnefs, 
and holinefs, and funk into oppofite ignorance, 
depravity and impurity; this only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth, efFeds this 
£rft and leading part of our falvation. As our 
great prophet, he hath given us in his Gofpel 
a complete revelation of all divine truth neceflaryi 
to our inftrudtion. He beftows his divine Spirit 
to give thefe truths their proper convincing evi- 
dence on our .minds, and their proper coo verting. 
and fandlifying influence upon our hearts and 
lives. By thefe he tranflates us from darknei& 
into Jight, enables us to believe and comply 
with his Gofpel, turns us from impiety and 
impurity to .religion and holinefs, reftorea gra^ 
dually our natures to their orginal perfedion, 
makes us the children of God by regeneration, 
aftQr his image, as exprefTed in his begotten Son 
our elder brother, and animating us with all the 
principUs, and adorning us with the graces of 
the divine and Chriftian . life, fits us for every 
duty and for every bleffing of the Chriftian 
character. Had we by fin forfeited the divine 
favour and acceptance, and incurred his difplea- 
fure and liablenefs to his wrath, the Son of God^ 
as our great High Prieft, gave himfelf for us a 
prQper and infinite atonement^ to expiate our 
guilt and procure our falvation. By the infinite 
merits of his obedience and death, he hath made 
tbe fulleft fatisfaSion* for all ouf fins, and pur«^ 
chafed for us pardon and accefs into the divine 
favour, . upon our faith and repentance, andT 
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exalted a Prince and Saviour to give .both re- 
pentance unto Ifrael and the forgivenefs of fins, 
jfSfs V. 31. Were we by fin deprived of im- 
mortality and made liable to death, Chjrifi*, as 
our Redeemer, delivers us by his merits from 
the fting of death, and changes it from being 
the defpairful gate to deftru6^ion, to be the way 
to life eternal ; and, as our complete deliverer, 
he, by his power, will raife in due time our 
bodies from corruption and mortality, to incor* 
ruption, life, and glory everlafting ; ** for as 
^< the children are partakers of flem and blood, 
" he alfo himfelf likewife took part of the fame^ 
*< that through death he might deftroy him that 
«* had the power of death, that is the devil, 
** and deliver them, who through fear of death 
*' were all their life-time fubjeft to bondage,'* 
Heh. ii. 14, 15. 

Finally, had we by fin forfeited life everUfting 
in heaven, and become liable to death eternal in 
hell, our complete Saviour hath, by his atone- 
ment and obedience, procured our deliverance 
from future condemnation and punifliment, and 
redeemed to us the inheritance of heaven which w& 
had forfeited. He will come again as judge of thcj 
world, at the confummation of the great fcheme,' 
and take us to himfelf into the heavenly manfions 
he hath purchafed for us, where, adorned with his 
image in full perfe«&ion, we (hall be admitted 
into the immediate prefence of our Father and * 
Redeemer, behold their glory, and enjoy all the 
felicities heaven fumifhes out, or our exalted na«- Qj 
fures can defire and poflefs for ever and ever. 
** For God *fo loved the world, that he gave his 
•* only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in 
«* him might not perifh, but have everlafling 
^« life : for God fent not his Son into the world/ 
' "to 
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•f to condemn the world, but that the world* 
•* through him might be (iwedy'yyohn iii. l6. 17^ 
II. This glorious Son of God is the great 
mediator, the general reconciler, and uniting 
head of the creation. 

The good offices of the Son of God, though 
exerted in- an eminent degree, toward his brethren^ 
«f mankind, are far froni being confined to the 
children of men. They are univerfal, as the crea- 
tion l^e had formed, and contribute to the h^ppt* 
nefs of every fpecies of created intdligcnres. The 
human, indeed, was the nature ht^ infinite good-- 
nefs condefcended to aflume: and the human- 
kind were to be the primary objects of his media- 
torial benignity. But the human contains a ton-* 
nedtion with fu peri or natures, and thefe fuperior 
as weir as our inferior natures, all created by 
the fame eternal Word, were to be farther con- 
ne£ted wkh God and with one another, by this 
"Word incarnate, God's illuftrious Son. 

The difobedienteof man by the temptations of 
^atan had introduced a very general difcord into 
the rational world. Rebellious man had become 
an enemy to God, his Maker and Lord, and 
God, innriitely holy and juft, muft have been aa 
enemy to man. Angels, who w^uld have been 
the friends of men, had we remained in our duty, 
through our rebellion againft their and oirr Fa« 
ther had become their enemies, as they neceflarily 
are to all who are enemies to God and good nefs. 
The Jews, from whence the promifed Meffiah 
was more dircSly to fpring, were? neceflarily 
divided from the Gentiles by the ceremonial law, 
till the time of his appearance ; and overvaluing 
themfelves on account of their religious privi- 
leges held all their heathen brethren in fovereign 
contempt. The Gentiles, ignorant of the true^ 

and 


13+ THE OFFICEiS OP CHRIST 
and blindly devoted to every fa/fe religion, piqued 
themfelves on their learning and policy, and re- 
paid the contempt of the Jews with equal preiu* 
dice and difdam« Every nation on earth having 
their different gods, their different religions, 
laws and policy, were in oppofition to each 
other, having no. cement of union, but what the 
force of their common conquerors impofed ^ 
nor bond of friendfliip,' but what their common, 
nature or neceffities gave them : fo that a general 
oppofition of principles long prevailed among 
mankind to their general hurt. 

None but the Son of God could reconcile thefe 
differences, and reftore peace and amity between 
God and his creatures,* and between thefe diffe* 
rent creatures wi)o were thus at variance. To 
. -effect thefe great purpofes fo worthy of God, was 
one capital defign of God's uniting his eiTential 
Word with created nature, and of this divine 
perfon by that union becoming the Son of God. 
The difcord had originated from man's diibbe- 
diehce, aud by the perfpnal union of God with 
our nature, and the offices he was therein to per* 
form, did the divine .wifdom fee it fit and necef- 
fary to remove it. Uniting every nature divine 
and created *in the conftitiition of his perfon, he 
was admirably qualified, as general mediator, for 
reconciling by his offices thefe difcordant parties, 
and re-uniting them in the moft honourable and 
eternal friendinip. I'his we are afTured was the 
gracious purpofe of God, in fending his Son into 
the world, even ** that in the difpenfation of 
<* the fulnefs of times, he might gather together 
*« in one, all things in Chrift, both which are 
«« in heaven, and which are on earth," Eph. i. 16. 
And this, we know, he has already in a great 
degree effedted, and will accomplim fully in the 
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courfe of his medktion. Thus» was man, by fin, 
become a rebel to his Almighty Creator and Lord, 
Chrift, by his word and fpirit, reconciles us to 
him, bringing us into a filial regard to our 
heavenly Father, and a dutiful fubmiffion^ to the 
laws of his grace and government. *^ For all 
<^ things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
•* himfelf bv Jefus Chrift, and hath given to us 
*• the miniitry pf reconciliation," 2 Cor, v. 18. 
Was.the righteous Lord of the univerfe moft 
juftly offended with his creatures who had turned 
rebels againft him, Chrift by his full atonement 
for our offences on earth, and his ever prevalent 
interceffion as our advocate in heaven, hath ren- 
dered his great Father reconcileable to all men ; 
and reconciled to all fuch as comply with his 
gofpeK ** For God is in Chtift, reconciling 
.«« the world unto himfelf, not imputing their 
*' trefpafles unto them/' 2 Can v. 19. Had 
angels, who remained faithful to their fovereign, 
become enemies to man who had wickedly re-> 
vpUed from him, they are now, upon this re- 
conciliation of man to God, and of God to man, 
by this glorious Mediator, made moft benevolent 
and friendly. They rejoice in the recovery of 
theic human brethren, by the labours and merits 
of our gracious Redeemer, from fin and woe to 
God and happinefs. They triumph in the vic- 
tories gained by the captain of falvation over the 
policy and malice of the powers of darknefs. 
They exult in the vaft accefjion of virtuous and 
happy beings made to the enipire of God, by the 
mighty atchievements of his Son. With their 
whole might they contribute to the adviancement 
of the glorious fcheme, a£ling as miniftring 
fpirits, fent forth by our common Creator and , 
Lord^ to minifter for them who (hall be heirs of 

falvation. 
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falvation, Heb, 'i. 14. And wh^ii the grand de- 
fign is con fum mated 9 then fhaU man and angels 
not only be reconciled, but united in the higheft 
and mofl inalterable friendfhip, when through 
the merirs and grace of the Son of God, we the 
younger Tons of the heaven-born famrly, having 
paffed through our ftate of minority, ar^ made 
completely the Sons of God by the rcfurreflion. 
And having become urayy^^^y equal or like urito 
. the angels, as our Lord affures us, Luke xx. 36, 
fhall be advanced to the fame heaven, and enjoy 
the fame fupreme* bleflednefs with thefe illui- 
trious and benevolent beings thfb'ogh eternal 
ages. Farther, 

Had thefe two divifions of mankind, the Jews 
and the Gentiles, been long in a ftate of mutual 
enmity, the great reconciler hath removed the 
occafions of difcord, that of enemies they might 
be friends. Jn his generation and birth, though 
immediately and chiefly of the JewSy he- was alfo, 
as to feveral of his anceftors, allied to the Gen- 
tries. By his obedience and facrifice, , he ful- 
filled and abolifhed the ceremonial law, which^ 
like the partition wall in the temple thatdividcd the 
Jews ^nd the Gentiles, had long divided the Jewi& 
and the Gentile worlds. He purchafed falvaiion 
for both, reveals it to both, and on their belief 
of his revelation, beftows it equally on both,* 
for ** he is a light to lighten the Gentiles, a^id 
'• the glory of Ifrael/' Luke ii. 32. He hath 
eftabliOied a difpenfatioh of religion, in which 
neither circumcifion^availeth any thfng, nor un- 
circumcifion, but a new creature, and faith which 
worketh by love. On mens compliance ' with 
this nobleft of religions, both Jews and Gentiles 
are reconciled to God as* their Father, united to 
the Son of God as their Saviour and Lord» 

animated 
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animated by the fame Divine Spirit, made the 
happy membtrt of the fame church on earth, 
and ihall be incorporated into one general af- 
fembly and church of the firft-born in heaven 
for ever : ** For he is our peace, fays the apoftle^ 

* who hath made both one, and hath broken 

* down the middle wall of partition between us j 
^ having abolifhed in his flefh the law of com- 

* mandmehts contained in ordinances, for to 
^ make in himfejf, of twain, one new man ; fo 
' making peace ; and that he might reconcile 

* both unto God in one body by the crofs^ 

* having flain the enmity thereby, and came 
^ and preached peace to them which were 
« afar ofF, and to them that were ncaf: for 

* through him we both have an accefs by one 
^ Spirit unto the Father,'' Eph. n. 14, 18. 

In fine Chrift hath laid the fjrmeft foundation 
of reconciliation and-friendfhip among all man- 
kind in time, and on their proper compliance with 
bis gofpcl, of friendfliip the moft exalted and 
permanent throiigh eternity. He hath intro- 
duced a religion calculatea to be the religion 
of mknkind j a religion, like ks benevolent au- 
thor, whofe fpirit is goodnefs, and whofe law i^ 
love, and of which the whole tendency and aim 
is to reconcile and unite men to God, in true 
piety and holinefs, and to one another in charity 
and love. To the tyes of friendfhip which we 
have as men, it hath fuperadded the more tender 
and endearing ones that cement uaras Chriftians. 
He unites men in the fame moft excellent religion; 
and makes all who fincercly embrace it, children 
6f the fame divrne Father, brethren of the fame 
Redeemer, and partakers of the fame Spirit and 
grape, and fellow-heirs of heaven and eternal 
Jjfory. Confiderations which have the moft^Bow- 
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erful tendency to extinguiih eveiy hoftile and 
malevolent di/pofition, and to inipire univerfal 
benevolence among all who truly feel their divine 
influence. And when his grand uniting plan is ac- 
complifhed, then ihall all the friends of God and 
goodnefs, a number which no man can number^ 
whom he has reconciled to God, to himfelf^ and 
to one another in time, out of all kindreds, and 
nations, and languages, be united in univerfal love 
through never ending ages. . 

Thus is the Son of God the general mediator * 
of reconciliation and bond of union and 
friendfhip between God Moft High, and his great 
empire of obedient or redeemed creatures. . For 
it hath pleafed the Father, that in him fhould 
^I fulnefs dwell, and having made peace through 
the blood of his crofs, by him to reconcile all. 
things unto himielf, even by him, whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven, CoL u 
19, 20. He unites, we have feen, univerfal nature 
in the conftitution of his perfon : and he unites 
univerfal being by his office of mediator, for 
whidi that perfon was conftituted. In both he 
is the grand medium and bond of union and 
communion, love and friendfhip, between God 
and his creation, uniting Go4 with created na- 
ture, angels to men, men to angels, God to the 
whole, and the whole to God, and to each other 
in harmony and union that fhall never be dif- 
folved. He reftores the friendfhip and peace when 
it was broken, h.e guaranties it where continued 
or reflored. And having begun and carried on 
his Godlike defign in time, he will complete it at 
the coxifummation of the world ; and remaining 
in his perfon the indifToIved bond of union be- 
tvyreen God and his obedient or redeemed fubjedts^ 

wiU 


THE SON OF GOD. 139 

Will by his character and offices pre&rve that 
union inviolate to eternity. 

III. The Son of God is theiliuftrioiisfcibduer 
and deftroyerof Satan's kingdom, and the ex- 
peller of vice and irreclaimably vicious beings out 
of his Father's empire. 

This office was mofl: neceflary to the falvation 
of mankind, and the reconciliation Chrift was 
to accompliih and preferve in the creation of God. 
Satan, the arch->rebel asainft God, had revolted 
from allegiance to his Maker and fovereign, and 
drawn many of God's angelic fubjeSs into the 
fame criminal apoftafy. ^ Baniihed with his 
wicked aiTociates from the maofions of purity, 
he next feduced our iirft parents into a fimilar 
dilbbediencc. The dominion be gained over the 
parents he hath maintained in a great degree over 
their fallen pofterity, from age to age, in this 
manner adding man to his angelic fMbje£t8, and 
ellabliihing a kingdom of impiety, vice, and 

' mi&ry, in the world. In oppofition to God's em- 
pire of goodnefs and happinefs« Thus he is 
called << the prince of the power of the air, the 
*^ fpirit that now worketh in the children of 
«^ difobedicnce," Eph. ii. 2. « The prince of 
<< this world," from the doroinioii over it he 
poJOieiTes, Johnxku 13. And ^* the God of this 
*• world, 2 Cor. iv. 4. from the religious wor- 
fhip a&ually performed to him, and his alTociates, 
2 Kings^ i. 2, -3. Pfa^ cvi. 37. i Cor. x. 20. by 
deluded mortals, and the regards all wicked 
beings give to him, in preference to God. This 

' kingdom of Satan is founded in ignorance, con- 
ilfts in impiety and vice, is confirmed by the 
dominion of fin and bands of guilt, in which 
its ilaves are involved, and tends dlredly to tbo 

diflkonoiur 
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difhonour of God, aft<i the eternal deftru£liOO 
of his rational creatures* As it 'had commisnccd 
from the fedu<f^ion and fall of our firft paren^^ 
it had enlarged as the world of fallen mankind 
enlarged. And though, even in the moft^de* 
generate ages, God always had a church of 
wife and well affeAed fubjedts, yet by the artifices 
of Satan, and mens own depravity, a great part 
of the human kind had, with equal folly and 
wickednefs, chofen rather to be the flavei of 
Satan their deflroyer, than dutiful fubjedba ctf 
God th^ir Creator and Lord* At the time of our 
Saviour's appearance, k had arrived at its greatefir 
height, in that ignorance of the true God and 
religion, and that worfhip of falfe and impure 
deities and devils, and the pra£liceof impiety/ 
ttnrighteoufnefs and impurity that had overrua 
the world. Many expedients had the Divine 
Ooodnefs employed to check the progrefs of tbde ' 
malignant beings, and reclaim his human off^ 
fpring to their duty and happinefs. Revelations of 
^e true God, and of his laws and grace were 
given for their inf^ru£i:ioA. Prc^hcts were fcnt 
to admoniih them of their fin, and call them to 
reformation; The moft aweful punilhmcnts were 
denounced, and on proper occafions inflicted, to 
convince them of their danger, and awaken them 
to repentance. Many bledings of the Divine Good- 
nefs were beftowed upon them, to reconcile and 
bring them back to God and their duty, from 
which the devil had fed uced- them. 1 hefe^ by 
the divine bleiling^ were made efFe£!uaI for the 
converfion and recovery of many in all ages ; but 
ftlU were infofficient for any general reformation. 
The Son of God only was able to oppofc, and 
frufirate the defigns of the arch-enemy to God 

and 
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mni his cneatiotiy sod to redeem mankind from 
the tyranny of the devil and liablenefs to hell, 
«nd reftore them to the obedience and favour of 
their Jcightful fovereign. Him therefore the Di« 
vine Wifdom and Goodnefs had before the creatioa 
ordained, and at the appointed time &nt him into 
the world ^1 this glorious defign. Accordingljr 
we find that the very firfl promife of the Saviour 
holds him forth in this eicpr^fs charaiSer, <' as th^ 
** &ed of the woman M^bo (bouid bruiie the head 
^* of the fcrpent/Vd«r. nu 15. And St. yolm 
aflures us, that *^ for this purpole was the Son 
*^ of God manifefted, that he might defiroy 
^* the works of the devil/' J^hn iii. S. This 
^eat enterprise he hath aichieved in part» and 
will accomplifti in peffe<3ion, when his office is 
•completed. Apoftate angelf , who enjoyed every 
Advantage for allegiance, but bad with uui« 
' exampled impiety rebelled againft their Maker^ 
And, under his f^bearance to infli(^ the full 
puniflunent their apoftafy de&rved, had per*- 
iifled in their rebellion, and propagated it in the 
world to the utmoft of their power, he totally 
abandons to their own impiety and ruin; re- 
ibiving to m-dke them the monuments'of his juft 
difpleaifure at fin, and their exemplary punifli- 
ment the means of confirming his other fubje^ls 
in obedience and happinefs for ever* Man was 
in a ft^te more pitiable and reclaimable, and him 
histMtdom and mercy inieoded to reclaim. 
Wherefore he took not hold of angels to redeem 
them, but c^f men, even this feed of Abraham 
his church who fliould believe in him. He had 
all along in his divine charaxSter oppofed the 
kingdom of Sdtan, and prelerved a people to 
himfelf. But Mir as God* man he came in a 

more 
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more vifible tfharader to purchafe our redemp« 
tion by his merits ; and by his perfonal agency^ 
and the more e^Ftenfive and efficacious revelation 
of his grace, to overthrow the kinp;dom of (in and 
Satan, and re-eftabliih more fully the dominion 
of God and righteoufnefs among men. ^ When 
the Son of God thus appeared, he declared, 
•« now h the judgment of this world, now fhall 
** the prince of this world be caft out," y^lm xiu 
31. Accordingly the event began immediately 
to verify the pr^idion. To mortify thefe haughty 
demons, and to qualify himfelf completely to 
refcue mankind from their dominion, the Divine 
Word, firft of all, afllimed our nature into union 
with his Godhead, thereby ^dignifying it above 
angels, and enfuring ouri^-edemption, when tbefe 
wicked fpirits were left to perifli in their wicked- 
nefs. During his refidence on earth, he baffled 
Satan in every repeated aflault : prelude to the 
total and eternal overthrow he fliould at laft give 
him. By the vidorious efficacy of his truth and 
grace, and the triumphant power of his miracles, 
which were all levelled againft the devil and his 
works, he caft Satan out of the fouls and bodies 
of all who applied to him; a iign of the entire 
expulfion from God's kingdom, which the devil 
and his emifiaries fhould finally receive. But guilty 
mankind could not legally be delivered from the 
devil and hell, without a properfatisfadion to God, 
to free them from the guilt, and his Spirit tar4eliver 
them from the dominion of An. To accomplifh this 
fundamental part of our redenoption from all our 
enemies, the captain of our falvation was ma<fe 
per feft through fufTcrings, Heb. ii. 10. ** For, 
^< as the children were partakers of flelh and 
** blood, he alfo himfelf llkewife took part of 
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•* the fame, that through death he might de- . 
" ftroy him that had the powef of death, that is 
** the devil, and deliver them who through fear 
** of death, were all their life time fubjeft to 
•« bondage," Heb. ii. 14, 15. By this great 
atonement for our finful world Chrift hath pro- 
cured redemption from fin and Satan, death and 
hell, (o his brethren of mankind, and every right 
to tranflate them from the flavery of Satan into 
his kingdom of grace and falvation on earth, and 
to advance them to fupply the thrones vacated 
by thefe apoftate fpirits, in his heavenly king- 
dom. Thus while the ferpent who tempted 
Judas to betray, and the Jews to condemn the 
Son of God, oruifed for a little, the loweft part of 
his complex perfon, his heel, the Son of God, 
by the merits of thefe fufferings, bruifed mortally 
the ferpent's head. He triumphed over all his 
power and policy, refcued from him a great part 
of his fubjefts, and covered the prince of dark- 
nefs with redoubled confufion. Then did he 
fpoil principalities and powers of their ufurped 
kingdom,* and make a fhew of thefe vanquilhed 
enemies of God and his creation, triumphing ' 
over them, Coh it. 15. Having conquered Satan 
by his victorious death, he proems next to . 
overthrow his kingdom of impiety and wicked- 
nefs. By his gofpel preached by his apoftles, and 
accompanied with the power of his fpirit, un- 
equalled before he attacked the kingdom of Satan 
in its greateft ftrength, and vanquiihing every 
where the ftrong man armed, and keeping quiet 
poITeffion of his houfe, he tranflated myriads of 
mankind in every nation and language from the 
kingdom of Satan into that kingdom of God he 
came down to eftabliih. The human world that 

bad 
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had been long under the dominion of the devil 
and his angels, involved in darknefs, idolatry^ 
fuperftition and vice, are converted to Qod and 
^oodneis, by hi^ Ton Me/Iiabji and the kingdoni^ 
of this earth became the kingdoms of our God 
and of his Chrift. Befpre hi3 office is fulfilled* 
bis viftory over the kingdom of darknefs Htm 
be extended, and the dominion of rigbtebufneft 
more fully eftabliQied. But his complete con- 
ijueft and expulfion of the devil and bis ad- 
herents is deferred to grace the confummating 
aft of Mefliah'3 mediation at ^hp end of the 
world. Then (hall the arch » rebel. with all bi$ 
aflbciates be fifte^d by the Son pf God before hi| 
flaming tribunal, to anftver for their impious pp^ 
ppfition to the hppour of bis gre^t Father, and 
the happinefs of his hyman brethrea, Thofe 
malignant fiends virhoin neither the goodnefs gf 
his government could feitain in. their duty, nor hjs 
long fufFering patierice could reclaim to it^ ihall 
be doomed for ever to th^ punlfliment^ they de* 
fcrve. Thefe too of our apoftate race, whoni 
ueither the light of reafqn and God's general 
, goodnefs, nor the fuperior light of revelation 
and riches of his grkce, had recovered to God and 
jUr goodnefs, but who preferred the flayery .of fin 
and fatan to the liberty and happinefs of the fer- 
vants of God, IhaU ihare the like wretched fate 
with their wicked matter. " The Son of Man fljall 
** fend forth his angels, aad they fljall gathej: 
<* out Q^ his kingdpm, all things that offend, 
*♦ and them which dp iniquity, ^od fbalJ call 
f them into ^ furnace of fire, where fliall be 
^wailing and gnafiiing of teeth," Mftt, %iiU 
41, 42. Every bei^g, angelic or hyjn^n, who 
would not comply w.i<;b the laws of his govern- 
5 ment^ 
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meet, moral or gracious^ but remained <Aftinate 
and irreclaimable in their love of fin, and their 
av^rfion from God an<f holineft, ihali'be ex- 
cluded' thofe glorious regions,where God's eternal 
empire 18 to be eftabliihed in perfed virtue and 
ftappinefs ; and flmt up in that prifon of de-^ 
ftrudion,^ his awful jtiftice hath provided for 
them : wbeh God*s rational empire {hall, by the 
adminiftration of his Son, be cleared of all vice 
and vicious beings,, to the higheft honour ofGod^ 
and the gloriout Mefiikh; and the everlafting 
conf^fion of their enemies, ^nd the perfeAion 
and happinefs oP their fubjeds- for ever. / *< Fof 
*^ then Cometh- the end, when he Aall hate de^ 
^ livcred up the kingdom to God> even the 
^ Father, when he fhall have put down all rule^ 
•* authority, and power j for he muft reign till 
•* he hath put all enemies under his feet/* 1 Cor: 
icV', 24, 25. But this naturally leads us to ano- 
ther office of the Bon of God. 

IV. That he is the grand reftorer, prefer- 
vcr and improver, of God's rational creation in 
gbodnefs and happinefs for ever and ever. 

This is the moft general and the iinifhing of- 
fice of the Son of God, extending to every pro- 
vince of his moral empire, and giving all the 
methods of his government their higheft cffe6l. 
The great defign of God in all his works of crea- 
tion and providence, is a manifeftation of hi* 
divine pcrfeftions, in giving exiftence to hist 
creatures, and promoting their perfeflion and 
happinefs. And to this grand' defign, the Son of 
God; in every character,, hath eminently contri- 
bated. Brand with him as* the divine Logos, 
were the ceflgns of divihewifdom and goodneft 
for thtfe purpofes dewreed^ before ^ll'"V^orTds. By 

H him 


446 THE OFFICES OF CHRIST 
•him, was the univerfe created, and by his pro<- 
•vidence it is preferved. But by nothing are thefe 
ifitentioR3 of. his goofdnefs more eSedtually pro- 
«noced and.fccured, than by this Word's becom- 
ing flefli, and the Son pf God and of Man,^andby 
the offices he performs for the honour of .God, 
and the happincfs of his creatures. Take we a 
furvcy of his perfon, of his offices, of his fufFer- 
ings, or his glory, we (hall find them all admi- 
rably calculated, and all eminently conducive to 
exalt /the digifiity, ^promote the virtue aad per- 
fedion, and advance' the happinefs of the intel- 
ligent-creation. ?y affuming. our nature into 
union with Deity, he hath raifed man, who was 
inferior in excellence, to be fuperior in honour to 
higher beings, and when exalted to. our proper 
perfef^ion, to be on the whole equal to the an- 
gel?. By the conftitution of his perfon, which 
unites all exiftcnce, he hath advanced the rati- 
onal creation intb clofer union with the Deity, 
and .^ith one another, and givien them higher 
fecurity of their eternal exiftence, friendffaip and 
happinefs. The blefsful influence of his obe- 
dience and atonement, is effeftual for redeeming 
his fallen and human fubjedls, but its moral 
influence extends to every ipecies of his rational 
empire. Men, through nis merits, are redeemed 
from guilt and condemnation tojuftification and 
life ; by his power recovered from ftn to holinefe, 
and raifed by both from .animal to angelic be- 
ings ; from worms on earth, to become rivals in 
glpry and happinefs with angels in heaven. An- 
gels, though they needed, not the merits of his 
righteoufnefs to redeem them, from fin and mffery, 
yet the higheft of them was dignified, and by 
his mediation they were mightily confirmed in 
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goodnefs and happinefs* By the connciSian of 
God aiid his creation in the generation and con- 
fiitution of his Son, the creation has got the 
heft fecurity poffible for its eternal exiftence, and 
his virtuous creation of their eternal felicity ; for 
what bond of union can be ftronger than God's 
giving himfelf into perfonal- union with his crea- 
tion, and taking creation into perfonal union 
with himfelf f for if the head of the creation, 
united with the eternal fountain of life, muft 

i live for ever, the conne£):ed parts muft live alfo. 

^ If the bond of union and medium of communion 
between the eternal Father and his vaft empire 
continues, the union and communion thereby 
effected can never fail. Exalting creation into 
perfonal union with its divine Creator, Chrift 
hath dignified and ennobled creation above what 
it was before, of creatures making them kinfmen, 

. » * of the created children of God making them 
brethren of the Son of God, and more near re- 
lations of God through him. "For both he 
** that fandlifieth, and they who are fanftified 
<* are all of one, wherefore he is riot afhamed to 
*< call them brethren," Heb. ii. 11. Conneding 
creation more clofely with God, and with each 
other in his perfon and government, he by his 
mediatory ofiices communicates to the whole, all 
that happinefs that refults immediately from the 
divine favour or from the good offices of his 
' creation to every being in it. Like the head in 
the human body, that connecting the animal part 
with the intelle6iual principle, dignifies, ani- 
mates, and improves every inferior part of the ani- 
^ mal frame : fo Chrift, as Son of God, and head 
of the creation, connefting the world with God, 
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and its difFerent parts with each other,. no left 
dignifies and improves the whole, fiy him as 
the grand repofitory of the divine Spirit and life, 
his related members are improved in all wifdom 
and goodnefs; and under his vidble and gra- 
cious adminiftration, as Lord and governor of the 
univerfe, all evil (hall be extirpated from the empire 
of God, and righteoufnefs and .peace and h^p- 
pinefs univerfally and for ever prevail. The ir- 
leclsumable rebels are banifhed his kingdom, to 
tempt the virtue, difturb the peace, and endanger 
the happinefs of his fubjefti no more. The 
recoverable are reclaimed to their duty; the good 
confirmed in their goodnefs ; men raifed to a re- 
femblance of angels in goodnefs and glory, and 
exalted to pofTefs with them the fame heavenly 
kingdom ; angels raifed to higher dignity and 
happinefs ; the whole dutiful creation improved 
in the divine image, their higheft perfedion | 
confirme^d unalterably in their allegiance to him, 
their indifpenfable duty ; bleffed with his higheft 
favour and enjoyment, their fupreme happinefs, 
and fecured of its continuance and increafing im- 
provement through eternal ages. -WeJI, thenj^ 
might th^ angels, that announced his birth, pro- 
claim, •* Glory to God in the higheft, and ort 
♦* earth, peace, good- will, towards men," Luh 
ii, 14. for the honour of God and happinefs of 
his creation were to be alike promoted by his 
Son our Saviour. And as in time this God-like 
defign has been begun, and is carrying -on, fo 
through all eternity, (hall it be preferved in per- 
fection. By Chrift, as vicegerent of God, ill 
hjs immediate intercourfe with his rational crea- 
tipn,. (hall the vaft empire of Jehovah be vifrbly 
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gov^fned, ceniutned in their love and duty to 
their eternal Fatheft and continued the happy 
obJ£<Sls of his. love^ through their immortal exif- 
tence. Equally allied to God and his creation 
in perfon, he mall, by his office, fecure their al- 
liance to each other to eternity. The Son oC 
God, he fliall adminifter all things to big Father's 
glory ; the Son of Man, be (hall conduct every 
thing for his brethren's good. The creator of 
the itniverfe as God, the head of the creation as 
man, the grand conne<5ling bond in the Univer« 
fal fyftem of being, as God-man ; the divine 
Word embodiied M^ith created nature, he (hall 
remain the medium of intercourfe and guarantee 
of everlafting friendfliip between Qod and hit 
creation ; his power (hall fuftain his MJpMli in 
eternal ext({ence, and his government preferve 
them in love and obedience. His Spirit (hall 
preferve them in eternal perfection, and his in- 
finite fulnefs (ball complete and fecure their hap^ 
pinefs for ever. Like the Sun, that beft image 
of the divine glory and goodnefs in the material 
world, who adorns, chears, and actuates his. 
vaft Tyftem through all its parts with his light 
and heat ; fo (hall ChrHl the Sun of Rtghteouf- 
nefs, the brighteft image of his Father, and glory 
of the whole creation, from his imperial throne 
in heaven enlighten and enliven, chear and re« 
joice for ever his immenfe empire of virtuous 
beings through all its provinces ; adorning them 
with his image their higheft glory, and difpen*> 
fing full to them every bleOSng of the divine good- 
nefi for ever and ever. God's whole creatioa 
ihall rdoiqe in his Son as the everlafting friend 
of Gw and his creatures, and through eternity 
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fhall admire and extol tile confummate wiAJom 
and goodnefs of this wonderful conftitutton, by 
which the honour of God is illuftriouOy ex- 
ahed, and the virtue and happinefe of his creation 
are raifed to the higheft pitch, and fecured by an 
cftablifhment that can* never be fhaken* 

Such are the capital offices the Son of God was 
to execute. And how fully do they demon ftrat^ 
the neceflity, and juftify the wifdom and expe- 
diency of his marvellous generation, his wonder- 
ful perfon, and the labours and fufferings to 
which he was expofed. The generation and per- 
fon of God's begotten Son, the condefcenfions of 
his life, and the humiliation of iiis death, ever 
have been, and ever muft be held the moft amaz* 
ing-W Afe works and ways of God. • But though 
the wonder can never ceafe while the infinite 
dignity of the divine perfon is known, it ceafes 
to be inexplicable and appears every. way wife 
and worthy of God, fo foon as the offices he was 
to execute are taken into the account. 7 be re* 
demption of fallen and confirmation of fallible | 
the reconciliation of difcordant and the immuta- 
ble eftabliihment of all virtuous beings; the 
union of God with his creation, and of creation 
with God in tyes and relations to the honour of 
both, and which can never be diflblved, were no 
ordinary puVpofes, and required no ordinary per- 
fon to atchieve. Nay, fo arduous was the en- 
(erprize, that according to our beft direcfiled ap-r 
•prehenfions of things from Scripture and reafon, 
no perfon but the one provided was qualified to 
accomplifh it. None bur God-man and the Son 
of both could "give that proper and condign fa^* 
tisfftdion for our fins, that was neceflary to pur- 
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cfeafe our falvation, and couM apply cff€<£tuall]r 
this purchafed falvation to its proper objedsj 
Jione but God-man could be effedual mediator 
between God and man, and between men and» 
angels, fo as to remove the unhappy difFerencas' 
fin had occafioned, and reftoreTeconciliation and 
peace in the creation of God. None but God- 
man could ranfom our guilty world from the 
devil and hell ; b^iffle the policy, and break the 
power of fatan ; deftroy his kingdom of impiety 
and wickednefs, and having humbled his pride 
in judging him at the bar of the Son of Maa 
yet as Son too of God fhould banifli him and all 
his followers from the great empire of God and 
righteoufnefs, and confign them for ever to the 
prifon of deftrudion. None but he who unite* 
all natures, divine and created, could dignify 
creation^ unite his creatures to their Creator^ and 
to each other in fucKclofe and evcrlafting-frlend- 
fhip; give them by his perfqn fuch fecurity for 
their eternal exiftence, aild continuance in the 
divine favour and heaven, and by his adminiftra- 
tion attended with all the majefty of God, yet 
adapted to a more immediate and engaging in- 
tercourfe with bis creation, can fo confirm and 
improve their goodnefs, to the honour of his 
divine Father, and^the eVerlafting advantage and 
happinefs of his rational fubjects. '' For neither 
*' is there falvation in any other ; for there is 
*' no other name under heaven ^iven among 
«« men, whereby we muft be faved," JdJs iv. i2^ 
But what no other could efteft, the Son of vjod 
could do and hath done. His complex perfon , 
qualified him for his complicated office. His 
humiliation paved the way to his exaltation*^ 
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And by the whote hath he accomplished every 
great purpofe for which he was appointed " For it 
» pleafed the father, that in him fliould all ful-, 
" nefe dwell, and having made peace through 
" the blood of his crofs, by him to reconcile all 
*f things unto iiitnfelf, even by him, wbe[her 
" they be things in eaith oi things in heaven," 
Cil. i. ig, 20. 
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Of the high Honours and Rewards td which 
the Son of God is epcaliedy with his jujk 
Claim to them. 

TO the perfonal dignity of the Soh of God 
fucceed the honours he is poflefied of) 
siYid to his important offices, the proper rewards 
-w^hich he receives for performing them. 
ISvery being is intitled to honour, in proportion 
to its excellence and dignity 5 and every lien©- 
fibeht being to rewards, correfpondent to the of-^- 
iices it performs for the glory of God and th« 
gbod of his creatiOYi* No being, having a creat- 
ed nature, ever poffeffed fuch perfonal dignttj^ 
and ^kc^Uesice as did the Son of God ; none evtf 
ftood 'iti fuch near and endearing relatiom to God 
aiid his creation^ and none ever nherited foch high 
degrees of their efteeiki and their afFeftion. No 
being; cVer performed fo many offlcies for the 
honour of God, and the happinefs of his creation, 
asdid tlhe&)e(&d Jefud, aildriof/e ever merited fudh 
iHuftfibus reward*. * Tlite ftrft ftate of his? exift- 
ence war a ftat6 of uftexampled- humiliation, 
labour arid fuffering ; but the fecond and eternal 
one V^as a ftate df exaltation, triumph and 
glory. Thegtefies and felicities poffcffed by the 
Son of God, may be confidered as proper 
honours, v^ith lis^fd fo his perfonal ; and as 
rewards,' wi€h regafd to his official -charadler. 
But as thefe glori^es are eflentially the fame, and 
the Son df God and Saviour of the world who 
pof&fles them is the fame perfon, it is proper to 
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confider them conjunflly. For in both chara£ler» 
is Meffiah entitled to, and in both does he pof- 
fefs thefe honours beftowed on him. We have 
confidered his perfonal dignity and the chief 
offices he executes ; l^t us now proceed to ua-. 
fold the honours and rewards which in confe- 
quencc of both he poffcffes, and the juft title he 
has to them. 

I. He -IS the fupreme objeft of his Father's love 
and blefled with all its expreffibns, futtably to the 
charaSei5^hich he had to a6i. Every Son is 
naturally beloved of his Father, and from hia 
Father's love flow all the bleffings his Son re- 
ceives from him. In like manner the only be- 
gotten Son of God is the objedt of his Father's 
fupreme affedian, and poiTefles this as his pri- 
mary bleflcdnefs,, and the fource of every honour 
and reward his Father beftows on him. As the 
co-eflential Word of God, he was the eternal ob- 
jeft of his fupreme love : he exifted with him in 
the fame eflfehce, and he pofleiTed with him all 
the fame amiable and glorious perfeAions» 
Wherefore God the Father loved him as he loved 
himfelf, and from their joint perfe6tion and mu* 
twal love, with that of their co-effential Spirit, 
did their fupreme and eternal happinefs refult* 
Thus. Chrift declares, that " he had glory with 
•' the Father before the world was, and that the 
** Father loved him before the founidation of the 
** world," John xvii. 5, 24. But when this 
Word was made flefh, and appeared as the only 
begotten Son of God, he continued the obged of 
God's love, as fecond perfon in the Godhead, 
and farther became the obje<ft of his paternal 
afFe£lion in character of his Son. God's infinite 
benevolence that terminated formerly in his di- 
vine. 
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vme» now extendi itfelf to his whole complex 
perfon* He could love nothing more dearly than 
his co-effential Word, but he loves that divme 
Word now in the additional endearing character 
and relation of his Son ; a Son who was the 
brightncfs of his Father's glory and the exprefs 
image of his perfon, and who aiTumed thi& cha* 
xa£ier to do his Father the higheft honour and 
pleafure in the recovery and eftabHfliment of that 
•mpire of reafonable beings his omnipotence had 
created. Accordingly we find that when Chrift 
is mentioned by Ggd as his Son, he is commonly 
mentioned at the fame time as the fpecial obje<Si 
of his love. Thus if God. predicts him as his 
firft born, he declares, that .*' his love he will 
*^ ever keep for him, and his covenant fiiall ftand^ 
** faft with him,*' Bfal Ixxxix. 28. Does he fo* 
lomnly declare him. his Son at:his baptifm, and 
jnftall him in the public office of Mediator, for 
which he bad fent him into the world ; he fays^, 
<* This- is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
*^ pleafed," matth. iii. 17. and beftows o»- him 
his Spirit without measure, as the beilexpreffion 
of. his. love. When.Chrifl hadproceeded far in his 
labours for. his Father's honour and the ialvation 
of his brethren, God repeats the fame declara«> 
tton of his love to his deareft Son, and as a pledge 
and proof of it, gives him even while on -.earth, 
an anticipation. of "that glory he was for ever to 
be adoriieid with- in heaven^ Being esg^ed in 
prayer upon the holy mov^, he was transngured 
before his difcipks,, when his face did (bine as the 
iun^ and his garment was v^bite as the lights 
while God appeared in a bright cloud, and again 
declared, ** This is my beloved Son in wham I 
« **am well pleafed i hear ye him,!' Mdttk. xvii. 
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Amklft the deeped fcenes'of his bift ibSerings, 
he^continaed the Aipreme objed of his Fsither^s 
love, though, the charadera in which thi^novr 
aded, forbid the immediate expxeffioo of it, 
Wheo, as righteoiu goveriiour ^f the world, Goii 
muff put his Son our Saviour to gne^ and fill 
his whole foul with forrow } he feejb to the veiy 
heart for his forrowfiil Son, and removed as foon 
as pofiible frpm him, that deadlv cnp he had 
given him to drink; When Chriit was about to 
be involved in darknefs and fonow, from the 
puniihmedt due to our iins that was now infliAed 
on him, the fun is deprived of his brightneis at; 
noon-*day, to announce to the world that the 
Sun of righteoufnefs was then under an eqlipfe* 
And when he aAiially yidded up the ghoft, tfaie' 
veil ^ the temple was rent from top to bottom, 
in fign that the real and complete atonement 
was now made for the fins of the world ; ^md 
that the Gr^t High Prieft was now ottered with 
his human foul as the life or blood of his facrf- 
iice Within the veil, in* thehigheft heaven, and 
accefs laid open through his merits into the holieft 
of all* The graves too w^e^ opened at hts 
death, and many dead^ arofe at his 'reAarfe&tdn> 
to fhow that he had fubdtied death, and was to 
be the refurreSion and the life to all his follovrer^ 
Yet thofe marks of the divine regards which 
«be was favoured with during his ftate of huillt^ 
Ij^tion, were only pledgee of the future honoto^ 
-to which he fbould be prefer/^ • The foil exf 
'preifioRs.of his Father's love^ and'fhe ccmpkfk 
jrewards of- bis fervices were beftowed only* wheii 
he had finiihed the work he had given him t^dtu 
Accordingly he has no fooner performed the 
ibambling but meritorious office of; our Saviour, 

than 
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tfiati be is dedaa-ed the $M of God, v^itK power 
^7 his refwreSioki from the dead. No foonet 
iias he. proved his refumd^on, jstn^ fettled the 
afiairs of his kiiKgdoaron earth, than he is exalted 
to his kingdom of glory in heaven. Hating 
vanqaifised all the enemies of God and his fub- 
jeStSj the Captain of faWation leads a tritmiph 
aver them^ ^1), in hi^ gforious afeisnfion to this 
high capital of his empire. As the Son of God^ 
Ik is jiow exalted to the high ^iilace of heaven^ 
the higheft heaven ; to receive eta-riall^r the ex>« 
preffions of his Fat^her's love, fbr thofe unexaMp^ 
led ^preffions <^ lovie to his Fatheh, and bene> 
volence to his brethitn he had in tihie e?i:hibited. 
There he is inveftcd^ as God-n^an, With "all that 
glory, which) as God, he haid^ with the Father 
before all worlds* As the bright image of his 
glory, and the objedl of his love, he is not only 
<»alted to his throne, but embotbmed in the 
heart of his Father j* and wrapt up in that efful- 
^gent glory, which is thefymbol of his prefcncc, 
and admit^ to his ihoft intitnat^ love and enjoy- 
nient for rver : and hence he is Called " the only 
*« b^otten Son who is in the bofom of the Fa- 
•< ther," Johfti. 18* There ImV hiitnan nature 
is, by the connnmifeation of Ddcy,fo- adorned 
with univerfal perfoftion, glory and bleffcdneft, 
flowing from the divine love, as renders it the 
moft truly God- like created natfure can bcf. 
Thepe he fliines in glor^ brighter than the fun, 
and, wtiich like the fun m this lower worid, fiik 
the hi^region? of heaven with an eternal fclazt 
of fpldRdor and' glory: fo^ not only the 
Lord Ood, bttt the Lamb is the light of the 
new treation, Riv, xxu 23, OtJd views for 
evef the infinitely amiable glories ojf his character 
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divine and human, and all the offices he has» 
done, is continually doing and will do, to eter- 
nity i and loves him with fupreme affe£bion, cor- 
refpondent to his infinite perfonal afniablenefs and 
the unexampled offices he hath performed for the 
glory of his Father, and the good of his creation. 
There he pofleflfes the full communication of his 
Father's goodnefs, filling his whole perfon with^ 
blifs and joy fypretne and everlafting. ' 

II. He is the heir and poflefTor of all things*. 
A iirft-born fon has generally, by the laws cf 
men as well as of God, been held heir to his 
father ; but an only Con ever has. Chrift is the 
only begotten fon of God, and therefore, in all 
right,, his only heir. As God, he hath a na- 
tural right to all things in conjunction with the 
other perfons in '^ the Qodhead ; for by hioi 
*^ were all things created that are in heaven 
•" and that are in earth, vifible and invifible, 
'* whether they be thrones or dominions, prin- 
** cipalities or powers, all things were created 
*< by him and for him, and he is before all things, 
*< and by him do all things confifl,"C^. i. 16, 17. 
But befides his natural right, as God, he as Son, 
of God hath a right alfo of heir/hip to the whole 
creation. His having right to all things, as God, 
excludesnot, but includes the joint« property of the 
other perfons. In like manner, his right of heirfhip 
excludes not, but includes the conj-unCl ^itle of 
the Father and Spirit. In conflitutiiig the Sdn 
his heir, the Father does not diveft himfelf 
of his property or pofTeffion, but takes thr 
Son into joint ^right to, and polTeffion of all 
his fullneis. Mis divine nature has a natural 
joinW ight to the whole empire. The human 
nature, disjoined from the divine, can have no 
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rights but what is derived or ailigned to it ; vet 
it acquires right, in virtue of its perfonal unioa ' 
with the divine nature. Thus a wife acquires, 
right in the inheritance of her hufband, with. 
whom fhe is conneded, and the body in all the. 
honours or dignities of the foul^ with which it 
perfonally co-exifis. Befides this natural rights ^ j 

founded in the divinity of Chrift's perfon _as 
creator of all worlds, and his right of inheritance 
to a]I things as the Son of God, he hath a right j 

of purchaie to this world he hath redeemed, and a > 

right of afHgnation to the whole univerfe, by his 
Great Father, for the eminent ferviccs be hath 
done to him, and the favour and affection which his 
Father bears to him as his Son and the Saviour ^ 

of the world. Thus, fays Chrift, ^' all things are 
** delivered unto me of my Father,'* Matt, x\.2jm 
** The Father loveth the Son, and hath given 
*« all things into his hand," %Aa iii. 35. And 
St. Paul unites both thefe rights, when he de- 
clares of the Son, that God his ** Father hath 
« appointed him heir of all things, by whom 
•• alfo he made the worlds," Heb. i. 2. But of 
what is he the heir ? He is heir of all the fulnefs 
of God, The" whole charafter of his Father is ^ 
communicated to his Son ; ** for he is the bright- 
•• nefs of his glory, and the ex prefs image of his 
«* perfon," H^b, i. 3. The whole effential titles, 
are alfo conveyed to him ; " for in him dwells 
•« all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily," Col. 
i. 9. The nature of God is in him ; and, there- 
fore, every name and every perfedtion, declara- 
tive of that nature we have feen, is afcribed to 
him. The whole creation of God is the in- 
heritance of his Son. This world and its in- 
habitants, by triple right of creation^ ^edetnp- ^ 

tion. 
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tiofi, and ailignation, are his; for, fays Grod» 
** I have not only fet thee on the holy hill of 
*«' Zion, but I will give thee the heathen for 
** thine inheritance, and the utcermoft parts of the 
" earth for apoffeifion," Pfaltn ii. &c. Heaven is 
his throne and the feat of hi3 empire, antl all it^s 
inhabitants, angelic and humari, are his property. 
\t fiiort, the whole fulhefs of God is his inhe- 
ritance, and all the honburi of the Deitj^ are 
his J " for all things that the Father h»th,*' 
ftys he, « are mine,'* John xv. i6. He is co- 
partner in the Creator, as he is God ; and the 
head of the creation, as Man ; and, as Ood- 
rrtart, the Son of God, he is joirit-^roprletot With 
his father, and heir of the whole world. 

Nor is he only heir, but adlual poffeflbr of all 
things. In his ftate of humiliation on earth, he 
fceined to divert himfelf for* a little of the pbf- 
feffion of all things in accorhmodation to the 
mean ftate in which, as Saviour of the v^orld, 
he muft firft appear. Though he was ridh, h^^ 
f6r our fakes became poor, that we through his 
poverty might be iiiada rich. He fupprelied the 
glories of his eternal Deity, undet a veil of hu- 
man flefli, till his fervile ftate wiis acJcompliihtd, 
when he (hould aflume to his whole perfon, as 
God-man, his glory,. as God, and appear the 
Son of God poflefled of a)l the glory and ful- 
nefs of his Father. Like the bofi\ heir and 
lord of the world, he ufed or difpofed 6f the 
creatures as was proper for his dvrn fubfiftent^, 
the glory of his Father, and the gpod of his 
brethren. But, as betarhe the Son of God and 
heir of heaven,, and the great model his friends 
weris to imitate, he pradhfed a noble fuperiority^ 
to the enjoyments of this world, and afpired 

after 
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after poSkf^tyne noisier and more worthy« 
«' The. foxes have holea.; the -birds of rthe air, 
<< nefts.; but the Son of Man bad no where 
*« to lay Y\is head," 

The glories he exhibited were chiefly the gloriea 
of grac^ and trrutlr, and ^ truly benevolent , he 
ehofe. rather to do good to his huo^n brethren^ 
as a Saviour> than to receive honours from them, 
as the Son of God. But when his offices, as 
Redeemer df the world, were accompliflied, then 
does the Son of Grod appear in his proper dig- 
nity, and take full pofflbffion of the glorious in- 
heritance to which, by creation, birth-right, and 
merit, he wz$ fo fully entitled. The Son of 
Man, which wa^ the.charader he commonly ap* 
peared in upon earth, now appears full to foe the^ 
Son of God ; and as when converfant with men» 
he appeared a God in human form, fo his hu- 
man nature, n6w that it is to converfe with 
God, appears a man in the form of God. For* 
merly, he was helr^ but heir under age; liow 
come of age,- he actually enters JoInt-pofI^jQR>r 
with his Father of all his fulriefs. Invefted with* 
all the fpJendors of divine glory and itiajefty, 
he is feated with God on the throne of heaven, 
and declared joint proprietor and poflefTor with his 
Father, andthe Divine Spirit of all worlds and of 
all beings. His glorified humanity enjoys the moft 
exalfeed and blifsful fzrt of the creation ; the 
imperial throne of heaven, and the grand court 
of glorious and virtuous intelligences that con- 
tinually attend it ; and, what is infinitely more 
blifsful than thefe, the infinite Creator himlelf. 
His divinity pervades and poilbfles the whole 
immenfit^ of creation, forc^ed by his power, 
and fiiftamed by his providence^ as God, and noiir 


tSi THE HONOURS^ POSSESSED 

pd&fled by him in the additional thar^der of 
the Son of God, and heir of all ; ** for being 
•* the brightnefs of his Father's glory and the 
*' exprefs image of his perfon, when he had* 
•* by hitnrelf purged our fins, fat down on the 
" right hand of the Majefty on high, being- 
^< made fo much better than the angels, as he* 
'^'hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
** name than they," Heh. i. 3, 4. 

III. Chrift the Son of Grod is conftituted the 
lord and governor of the world. This in fome 
refped might have' been confidered as belonging 
to the offices of Chrift. But as thefe high 
charaders are conferred on Chrift, not only as. 
the Son of God, but for fervices he. per- 
formed as the Saviour of man ; and as they be- 
long not fo much to his miniftring as to hisglo-. 
rified ftate, they may with more propriety . be 
ranked amongft his honours- and rewards; and 
are generally reprefented under this notion in 
Scripture. Thus fays St. Paul, " Chrift hum- 
<1 bled himfeif and became obedieat to. death, 
** even the death 6f the crofs, wherefore God* 
*« alfo hath highly exalted him, and given him 
** a name which is ;\bove every name, that at the 
** name of Jefus, every knee ftiould bow, of 
•* thofe in heaven, and thofe in earth, and thoie 
** under the earth, and that every tongue flieuld 
*^ confefs [as the driginal' property expreffes it] 
** that Chrift Jcfus is Lord ^ to the glory of God 
*'. the Father," PhiL ii. 8—11. And fays Chrift 
himfeif, " To him that overcometh will 1 grant 
*-* to fit with me on my throne, even as 1 alfa 
**• overcame, and am fet down with my Father 
** on his throne," Rev. iii. 21. This dominioiv 
of Chrift is abfolqtely univerfal, extending to- 
the wboie univerfe, and to all God's rational fub~ 

]e<ag. 
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jrds that do therein exift. ^^ All power, fays 
^< Chrift, is given unto me in heaven and in 
*< earth," Adatt.xxvuu i8. Peter affirms him to 
«' be Lord of all," J^s x. 36. 18. And fays Paul, 
<> Qod hath fet him at his own right hand in the 
<< heavenly places, far above all principality and 
*y power, and might, and dominion ;• and every 
^' name that is named, not only in this world, 
f' but alfo in that which is to come; and hath 
f< put ail things under his feet, and gave him 
*> to be head over all things, to the church 
^< which i& his body, the fulqefs of him that 
•« filleth all in all/' EpL i. 20—23. To this 
unlimited dominion, we* have already fhewed^ 
'he hath every conceivable right. As God,* he 
hath a natural inherent right of dominion over 
all, for the whole univerfe was created by him. 
As God-man, the Son of God, he hath a right of 
inheritance. For fays God, " I will make him my 
** lirft born higher than the kings of the earth,'* 
Pfalm Ixxxix. 27.. As Saviour of the church, he 
has a right alfo of purchafe. <^ For he gave 
\^ himfelf for them, that he might redeem them 
^^ from all iniquity^ and purchafe them tohimfelf 
*• a peculiar people." Tit. ii. 14, In confequenceof 
which, he ha;s a right by the grant or difppfition 
of his Father. Thus fays he, I appoint or dtfpoie 
a kingdom u|ito you, as my Father hath ap- 
pointed .unto me. This government however 
which he exerciies is not merely for his own honour 
and glory; for his glory is. his people^s good» 
and his honour is the happinefs of his tubje^Sts.. 
Tojrefcue enthralled mortals from the ufurpatioa 
and tyranny of fin and fatan ; to fill up the in- 
finite blank between pure Deity and his 
higheft fubjefts ;. to make nearer approaches ta 
^ creatures^ and govern them in a way more 

adapted 
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adapted to their nature, and conducive to tbeir 
improvement and happrnefs ; to unite God and 
his creation in clofer union, and manage all 
things as the eternal Medium and mediator be- 
tween them for the honour of God, and the good 
of his creatures, were the great ends of his being- 
born into the world; and to thefe his whole, 
gracious and God-like adminiftration is continue 
ally dire<^ed. In the firft ftate of his exiftence aar 
God-man, he aded rather as the Saviour; in: 
the fecond he a£is as the Lord of the world.^ 
Yet both thefe characters be has Qver united ; as 
both of them are fubfervient to the fame graciouar 
ends. His brethren of mankind needed his 
Aril* attention, and the firft ads pf his royal ad« 
miniftration cenfffted in fubverting the kingdom 
of Satan, and in erefttng his own kingdom of 
truth, fighteoafnefi^ and falvation among menk 
Having redeemed his guilty brethren with hi«i 
blood, and laid the foundations of his f^irituat 
kingdom iip6n earth, he afcends to the ' high, 
capital of hfB imhienfe empire, there tobe invefted 
in hiB dominion, with all reqitifite folemnities, 
and to eftt^ upon the full adminiftration of that 
univerfal empire ov«r which, to his Father'sr 
honour and the happinefs of his brecbr^, he 
was ever to reigm Arrived at the palace of 
the Eternal^ he is received by his Father with- 
every expreffion of affedion and joy of a Father 
to a Ton, returned in triumph from the conqueft 
of all his enemies, and the falvation of his fub«> 
jeds, to be made co-t)art|ier with him for.everv 
in the throne of his (kingdom. In pnefenct of 
all heaven, he is by God proclaimed his fon and 
hei^. He is irivefted with robes of glory and 
nm^y fimls^ to^ his Father's. A orowa of glory 
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k (tt vpofi his headf The fcc^tre of govern** 
Vieiit 19 put into kis haad. He is received and^ 
let down with his Father on his throne, dcr 
clare4 king and lord of the creation ; and the 
wbcJe inhabit^ts of his kingdom qommaoded to 
reverence and obey him* with which his loyal 
fubjeAs moft chearfuUy complv. There like the 
fun in our firmaoient, he reigni in glory^ that 
illuminates all heaven^ and fpregds ioy s^id hap« 
pioeis through all its inhabitants, deated on the 
right hand of God, ai^els and authorities an4 
powers are made fubje£t unto him» i Pet. iij. 22^ 
They are the peers, he is the prince of the great 
realm. They are God-like beings, he is God i« 
reality. They are principalities and powers^ 
thrones, and dominions, appointed ynderJiim^ 
be ia the l>leflbd and -only Potentate, the King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. They are but 
creatures, however exalted, he, as to the main 
conftituent of his perfoo, is • God over all, and 
blefled for ev«r. They are but fe^vants,^ he is 
the Son, the Son of God, and himfelf God* 
They furround the throne, but he hath the 
pofleffion of it. <^ For he maketh his angels 
*' fpirits, and his minifters a .flame of fire ; but 
f * unto the Son he fayeth. Thy throne, O God, 
<< is for ever and ever. A fcepti'e of righteouf^ 
<< nefs is the fceptre of thy kingdom; there- 
<< fore God. thy God hath anointed thee with th^ 
<^ oil of gladnefs above thy fellows," Heb. i. 8L 
He preiides over the whole celeftial hierarchy^ 
and directs all their operations and employments^ 
and they ftand r^ady with joy to cjxecute hi^ 
orders. He commiffions them as miniftring 
fpirits to carry his commands to ev^ry part and 
province of his wide eiuendied esppire, and, in 

4 particular 
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particular, to minifter for them who ihall be 
heirs of falvation. Heb. i. 14. He prefides over 
the fpirits of the juft giade perfe6):, receives his 
aicending followers into his heavenly kingdom, 
incorporates them with his celeftial fubje6ts, and 
governs the whole general afiembly and church 
of the firft-born. 

But as he is Lord and Governor of heaven, fb 
alfo of earth. The imperial region of his moral 
empire as 'God, is the imperial feat too of his 
mediatorial empire as God*man, yet both the one 
and the other extends to every province of his 
great creation. The heavens hav^ received his 
facred humanity, and retain him till the reftitu* 
tion of all things ; but his divinity fills the iini* 
verfe, and his jurifdi6tion extends to every 
creature that as God he hath made. Even the 
devil and his angels, though from invincible 
malignity and pride they will not acknowledge 
•him their fovereign, and become his loyal fub- 
je61s, know well his fupremacy, and are fub}e& 
to his controul : they are the prifoners of his 
juAice, entirely at hisdifpofal, and made the mi- 
nifters of his vengeance againft the other rebels 
to his government. For he has the keys oT hell, 
and of death as well as of heaven, the whole in- 
vifible world being under his dominion, i^^t;. i. i8» 
But this our human world is a province of his 
empire, and the church formed in it, the fpccial 
fubjedts of his kingdom. Having alTumed our 
Mature, for the honour of Goo and the happi- 
nefs of bis creation, God hath exalted him to be 
Prince and Saviour to this fallen world, to give 
repentance to Ifra^^J, and remiflion of fins. Thus, 
fays he, ** I have fet «iy king upon my holy hill 
^< of Zion, conftituting him head of his church. 
. ■ « A& 
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^ Afk of me," fays he, '' and I will give thee 
^f the heathen for thme inheritance, and tbe.ut-; 
*• termoft parts of the ^arth for a poileifipn," 
P/alm ii. 6, 8. ** I faw: in the nlght-vifionf," fays! 
JDaniel, ^< and behol4 one like the Son of Mari 
^* came, wi'di the clouds of heaven, and came 
^* to the ancient of days, and' they brought him 
^* near before him, and the];e was given him 
^^ dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
^ people, natioiiis and . languages, ihould ferve 
^' him ; his dominion is an everlafting dominion,, 
^^ .which {hall nQt pafs away ; and bis kingdom,* 
V that which fh^l r^ot be deftroyed," Daniel s'lu 
13 — 14, In like manner, the angel, who an^* 
nounced his birth and chara^er, as Son of God, 
announced alfo his dominion : ^^ The Lord God 
** (hall give unto h^m the throne of his father 
•* David, and he ftiall reign over the houfe of 
** Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there fhall 
^* . be no en^y* Luke i. 32, 33. The human creation, 
in general, are the fubje<5ts of his moral } and. 
his church, who fubmit to the terms of his grace, 
are under his gracious adminiftration* From the 
beginning of the world, be hath prefided over 
thefe as his pecuh'ar people, under the partriar- 
chal and Jewi&.difpen fat ions, and done every 
thing for their falvation his divine chara<5^er would L^ 
admit. But having alTumed human nature, and 
purchafed his church by his blood, he was con- 
Defied more clofely with, and raifed to be head C 
of the redeemed world. The divine Spirit and 
all the fulnefs of grace was lodged in him, foe 
animating and forming, and all power given 
bim, for guarding and governing this facred body. 
By the influence of his word and ipirit, he 
reicues men from the dominion of £in and Satan, 

through 

S 


u 


V 


tm THX UeHOXJtLS POSSESS£I> 

dirdugh £ikh and repentance^ and tnnikteithein 
into his kingdom of grace and holineiii. By his 
proirideiice» he guards and defends them againft 
all their enemies $ and by his fpirit, be improves 
them m ererf grace, till ^e makes them meet 
for heaven, mnd then he tranftates diem- to thta 
litgher and more glbribus province of his empire. 
His is die power et iffu}ng> out the offers of hts 
grace to a rebellioiis worlds and of appoimtng 
Officers to promulgate thefe glad tidings, iiis i« 
tile divine power offending forth his Spirit of light 
and life, to accompany his Gofpel, and give it ef. 
fedual evidenceon men's minds, and energy ont 
their hearts, for their converfion and falvatton« 
His is the prerogative to appoint ordinances and 
laws for the benefit, improvement, and govem- 
dient of his peojplCj* and his the power to confer 
upon his faithful fubjefts, every bleffin^ of hfs 
lidvation in grace on earth, and glory in neaven. 
Thus quaUfied to-be the lord Mid head of his 
church, he is no fooner raifed to the throne of 
his kingdom, than he fends forth the gofpel of his 

frace preached by his apoftles, and accompanied 
y the influences of his fpirit, into all the worlds 
and the people are made his willing fubiedis in 
the day of bis power, PJaL x. % — 3. Many of 
tho Jews renounced their prejudices and bigotry,' 
and many more of the Gentiles their idolatry and 
vices. Meffiah's fpiritual kingdom fubduing all. 
the temporal onesw^ich were before it, foon be- 
came greater than them all. This kingdom he* 
has preferved fince its firftereaion,'and mall con- 
tinue to preferve to theend of the world. When- 
the deftined- number of his fubjcdts is brougb^ 
into being, and that relation and likenefs to him, 
which fits them for advancement into his heavenly* 

kingdom 
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Ungdom is cfFe6led, then ihall the Lord Chrift * 
defcend as fu preme judge, to hold his grand 
and general judgment of Uie world. His whole 
kuman rilbje6ls ihall be afiembled at his bar* 
Their characters and conduct (hall be canvafied, 
and their eternal fate be folemnly decided. Lhofe 
who would not fubmit to his fceptre of grace 
ihall be dafhed in pieces by his power^ as by a 
rod of iron. The wicked irreclaimable beings, 
angelic or^iuman, who had rebelled and perfii^ed 
in their rebeUionto his government or grace, fliall 
by his'fupremedecifion, and the omnipotence of 
his power, beexclitded the biifsful empire c^ his 
happy fubjeds, and be configrted to the pri- 
fon of deftru6Hon, to fuffer the proper puni{h- 
xnents their crimes deferve; while all his un- 
finning or returning fubje^^s (hall be advanced to 
the imperial regions of heaven where is • the 
throne eternal of God and his Son, to compofc 
one great empire of glorious and happy fubje£ts, 
who 'ihall honour and obey their creator and 
their Lord, and poilefs every bleffing of his good- 
nefs for ever* 

Yet here MeiCah's fovereign dominion does 
not end ; but is only brought to that degree of 
perfedion it never had acquired before, and iji 
"S^hich it is to continue to endlefsages. " Then 
^* cometh the end when he ihall have delivered 
^^ up th^ kingdom, or fubjedls of the kingdom, 
** to God even the Father, when he ihall have 
^ put down all rule, and all authority, and ^ 
^ ^ power," that oppofed his kingdom. *' Kor -4^ 
' *' he muft reign till he hath 'put all his enemies ^ 
*« under his feet. — But when he fayeth all things 
•* are put under him it is manifeil that he is ex- 
"^ ccpted who did put all things under him/* And. 

1 When 
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ivhen all things are by him fubdued unto bis 
Father -, his enemies to the power 'of his juftice, 
and his loyal fubje£ts to a confimied obedience to 
'his righteous government ; -then (hall the Son 
V himfelf, as filial duty and the example of all duti- 
ful obedience to Deity require, be voluntarily 
fubje£l to God as his Father, and who hath pur 
^is whole creation under him for ever; that God 
- may be all in all, i Cor, xv. 24 — 28. having aCH 
:. that honour and glory refledled by his Son, which 
'he hath conferred upon him ; or placed at 
the head of the intelligent creation, may wilk 
r and by his JSon, as the grand reprefeutative of his 
. Deity, and the connedHng .bond between hfm 
.and his creation, ^refide over the whole empire 
of virtuous beings eftablifhed under his dominion 
for ever. Thus the government of Jehovah fliatl 
-. ever include the royal admioiftration of his Son. 
Jefus. Pharaoh- gave Jofeph government ovcnft 
.Egypt : -**HOttly^ fays Jie, in the throne will I be 
ffeztef\ Gen, xli. 40. But Chrift 'the Son poi^ 
v^fleth alfo the throne of heaven with his Father, 
and exercifes every tlA of adminiftration their per- 
«:feded empire Ihall then itquire: ^^ For his 4omi- 
<* ni6n is an everlafting dominion, and his 
"^^ kingdom that which ihall not-'be deftr^ycd,*' 
Dan, viil 14. 

IV. This Son of God is the objeft of aU re- 

Jigious worihip to the rational creation. The 

. intelh'gent fubjedls of God, that we are now ac«- 

. quainted with, are angeis and men ; and the Soft 

is, by every right, entitled to all worfhip frona 

""loth. "As GcM, ^he is poiTefled of all divine 

perfedion that can entitle him to every ad' cff 

religious adoration. As man his fuper- eminent 

i^perfedion, glory and dignity, entitle him to cor- 

lefpondent 
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^tefpondent efteem, admiration and lov^ : As God- 
znan, Jiis complex perfon is entitled to all religious 
'veneration J his Deity in its own right, and his hu- 
manity in conjunftion with that divinity, with 
^which it coexifts in the fame perfon* As God, the 
-Word, he is the almighty Creator, conftant pire- 
►ferver, and fovereign Lord of the whole creation ; 
and therefore entitled tothe higheft religious adora?- 
tion, from all his rational creatures and fubje£ls. As 
God*man, the Son, he hath done mlich for th€ 
improvement, confirmation and happinefs of an?- 
gels ; and ftill more for the redemption and falva- 
tion of men, and therefore fs, in all juftice, entif 
tied to the mod dutiful regards from both. This 
lionour, fo juftly due to him in every charadler, 
and upon every principle, his Father hath ordain* 
«d to be paid to him by the whole creation. Thus, 
when he bringeth his firft .begotten into the 
ivorid^ firft at his incarnation and birth upon 
earth ;. And more confpicuoufly at his refur redion 
and afceniion into heaven, he fayeth, '^ Let aU 
*<« the angels of God, worfhip bitn/' Heb. i. 8* 
With regard to mankind, he hath aflured usi, 
*' That he hath committed all judgment to the 
'^^ Son, dfttallmen might honour the Son, even 
^^.asthey honour the Father," John v. 22, 23, 
Accordingly we are enjoined, as the the firft and 
fundfcamental zA of all religion, << to believe in 
^« him, as well as in the Father," Jchn xiv. i.. 
In his. name, axni that not as the « Word only, 
.but as the Son of God, are Chriftians and thek 
children iblemnl^ baptised, ^^[^^« xxviii, 19. and fo 
'obliged to pavhim all Chriftian wor&ip and obe*- 
dience. Ana in general, the apoftle aiTures us, 
^^ that God hath highly exalted him, and givea 
'*< -him a name, wbi^ is abovQ every name^ that 
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*' at the name of Jcfus every knee (hould bow^of 
'^^ things in heaven, things in earth, and ihings 
** under the earth,, and that every tongue fhould 
'*' confefs, that Chrift Jefus 'is Lord, to the 
*« glory of God the Father." Phil. ii. 9 — 1 1. 

Convinced of his^juft title to them, all his loyal 
fiibjedls in earth or in heaven, ever have given, 
and ever (hall give him the fame religious regards, 
w^orihip and obedience they give to his leather. 
•His church on earth have ever held him the facred 
objeft of their f religious devotion, and to hira 
•their beft and higheft worfhip, Jiowever im- 
perfed and inadequate has - continuadly been 
diredted. In him they believe as .the great 
.God and their. Saviour. In him they place their 
-firmeft confidence, and their higheft hopes. Hiin 
they revere with facred reverence, and love with 
warmett affection. To him as the hearer of 
prayers, as well as through him to the Eather, 
are their prayers directed for every needful blef- 
ifing ; arid to bim as well as to the Father, are their 
praife and .tbankfgiving for.thefe bleifings re-, 
turned. -But much more is he honoured .with 
the fupreme devotion, adoration, and .obedience 
of his Aihje^s in heaven. The. whole bleffed 
-empire-of angek a^id glorified men, ever con- 
Jidef hicn as the author of their exiftence, the dig- 
^ifier of their nature, the improver and confirmer 
*of their goodnefs and happinefs, and the grand 
,fecurity of that exiftence, pcrfe(^on, and. hap- 
pinefs for ever ; and pay. him every devout and 
-grateful regard thefe chara<aers do claim. Con- 
sidering him as *-the Moft High G©d, their 
.Creator and preferver, they reckon it their 
eternal duty to venerate his' greatnefs, and to 
promote his glory. -Viewing him as God«^man, 
^eir ^Ider brother, ^nd the head of the creation, 

.they 
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they account all his glory and honour as theic 
own. ' As he is the bright example of all per- 
f€<9:ion, they efteem it their higheft exdellenee to 
refemble him ; and as the head of government 
their higheft fafety to be under his adminiftration'. 
>A9 fource at once and mediunt o^ ^'cry blefling 
^they' derive from Gody> they love hrm with every 
ardour of devout and grateful affe£lion'; and for 
all his glory and for all his goodnefs, they celet- 
brate his praifes for ever and e\^er^- The great aim 
of the Sonof God has ever been -the good of his 
creatures, and the great aim of his dutiful crea- 
tion will ever be to promote his- glory. 

SUch then are the exalted honours'* and 
rewards bcftowed on the Son of God and Sa- 
viour of the world, and whrch he (hall poflefs 
through endlefs ages. He is the fovereign ob* 
je<£b of his Father's love, the heir of all things, 
the lord of the world, and the obj^cEl. of 
religious aflFedlion and worftiip to the whole 
intelligent and righteous creation. And How 
well merited are all thefe honours ! Every ho* 
nour conferred on him is adapted to the cha- 
radler fte ailamed ; every reward to the fervices 
by which it was procured ; and all are merited 
in the higheft degree. None ever loved God, 
as ■ did his moft afFeftionate Son ; and (o 
none ever merited fo much of his love. Love to 
his Father was the reigninj: afFe(Slion of his 
- heart, and the advancement of his glory the 
great aim and ambition of his life ; and love to 
the Son is the reigning afFedtion of the Father, 
and the whole conftitution of his government is 
^ to advance his glory. Low did he humble 
himfelf for his Father's honour, and the hap- 
pinefs of his creatures ; infinitely lower than any 
being that ever exifled, and therefore in juftice, 
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he is exalted infinitely above the whole creation^, 
and rewarded with the higheft honours God can 
beftovir, and his Son poilefs: If he who was^ 
eternally in the form of God, condefcended iiv 
time to aflume the fafhion of a man, what more 
reafonable, than that as God-man, he jihould 
be exalted to all the glory of God ? Did. 
he come down from heaven to unite with our na-' 
ture, he is now received for ever into the Imnic* 
diate prefence, and into the bofom of his Father. 
Did he at the will of his Father fubmit to the- 
fearful fenfation of his difpleafure at iin for the 
falvation of mankind j he is now admitted jto the^ 
fuUelt fenfations of his 'favour for even The 
profwietor of all things di veiled himfelf of them for 
a time, and is now juftly made heir and pofleilbr 
of all things to eternity. Did he, the Sovereign 
Lord of the univerfe which he created, take upon 
him the form of a fervant, and has he done the 
moft effential fervices for the honour of .God^ 
and the happinefs of his creation ; what more 
reafonable, than that, by appointment of his 
Father and confent of his creatures, he fliould 
be exalted head and Lord of all f To him,, aa 
God or as God-rrlan, creation- owes its all ; to 
him therefore in every charafter, ou^t creation 
to be fubje(9^, and to do all to his glory. All 
cxiftence unites in him, all exiftence derives ad- 
vantage from him, God the higheft glory, creation 
its greateft good, and therefore the Creator and 
creation juftly confpire in their different provinces 
to advance his honour. Love to his Father and- 
bfenevolence to his brethren, nay to the whole 
kindred creation, ever were, ever are, and ever 
will be thediftinguifhing chara6ier of the. Son of 
God and Man, and bis everlafiing buflnefs aa 

the 
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t&e grand conne£lion and mids-oian between ^ 
them will be to advance the honour of Jehovah " 
on the-one pai:^. ai?d the higheft happinefs of his • 
virtuous empire on the other ; and therefore love 
to h'nn frooi both, ^nd every expreflion of their 
love fball be his luft and eternal recomiience. He 
fball enjoy for 42ve.r the higheft /^bldlednefs his • 
Father can beflow, and all the honours his highly 
favoured and grateful fubjeils can perform. An* 
gels and men both created by his power, and 
the one confirmed and Uje other reftored by his • 
mediation, and both united under his blifsful 
government, /hall everconfider him as the fource 
of their immortal all, aqd their hearts be devoted 
tio his love,; and. their lives to bis fervice and glory 
foj? ever, « I beheld, and heard,, fays Sc. John, 
^« the voice of many angels round about the 
*•' throne, and the beafts and the elders 5 and the 
** number of tb^m was ten thouland times ten 
^ thoufand, and thoufand of thoufands j faying 
*' with a Ibud voice, worthy is the Lamb that 
** was flain, to receive power and riches, and 
*' wifiiom, and ftrengtb, and honour, and glory, 
** and bleiEng. And every creature, which is 
. " in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
** e^rth, and fuch as are in the lea,' and all that 
are in them, heaM I, faying, BlelTing and ho^. 
nour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that fttteth upon the throne, and unto the 
^* Lamb for ever and ever," R^v^ v. ii'-*!^, 
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CHAP. Vllt 

Of the Duties we owe to the Son of God, our^ 

Saviour and Lord. p 

WE have in the preceding Chapters in vcf** 
tigated the natures, afcertained the Son^ 
fhip, and given fomc account of the generation? 
of the Son of God. We have, agreeably t(y 
thefe principles, delineated the dignity or his 
perfon, and reprefented the great offices for 
which he w^as born into the world, with his 
effedual execution of them, and the high honours 
and rewards to which for hiai perfonal dignity 
nnd his offices he is j«ftly exalted. Thrfe are . 
the capital points of* this moft important article . 
of the Chriftian faith, and are of the highelt* 
moment for our inftrudion and hapginefs. Our • 
.delineation of thefe articles has been general, as 
we intended to keep as clofe as poffible to the - 
fcripturar reprefentations of it, and that the rays 
of this great truth, which are difFufed through' 
the whole fphere of divine revelation, might be 
arranged, collefted and concentred into one view, 
which contributes more to our knowledge and 
belief of it, than an explication more minute and' 
tedious. Let us now 'conclude the whole,- by 
pointing out and enforcing the duties,which as men 
and Chriftians, we owe to this Son of God- our 
Saviour and Lord. Every dodrine of Chriftianity 
has a pra6lical defign,andoughttobe improved to 
the purpofes of religion and falvation ; but none 
more tbi^n this fundaoieAUl ^ud moft important,^ 

one.. 
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one^ The Sonfhip and offices of Chrift compre- 
hend the great foundations of the Chriftian faith 
and hopes, and therefore fugged the great and 
capital duties of the Chriftian character. They 
contain all that Chrift has becfome, all that he 
has donc^is doing, or will do for oui complete 
falvation, and naturally lead us toconfider ail- 
that we muft be and- do, for the honour of our 
divine Mafler, and to fecure our intercft in that 
falvation he purrhafed and reveals to us, 

I. Let us ferioufly confider this gracious con- 
ilitution of heaven in the generation and, offices 
of the Son of God for our falvation, and be con- 
vinced of its truth and neceflitv, its fitnefs and 
fufiiciency, for the great ends defigiled by it.- 

Incgnfideration is the fource of that, igno- 
rance, ignorance of that difbelief, ajid difbelief 
of that difregard to Chrift and Chriftianity that 
have fo generally prevailed in the world. Did 
'men confider the Chriftian fcheme with that at- 
• tention its infinite importance deftrves, they 
could not fail to underftand it. In proportion as 
they underftand it,, they muft be convinced of its 
truth, neceffity and importance; and in proportion, 
as theyar^ convinced of thefe, will they admir^^ 
and regard it. The whole hiftory bf the human 
world from the beginning, the public face of 
mankind," and the private feelings of every corv- 
fcious individual in every age, join with the de- 
clarations of heaven in afl'uring uis, that we arc 
finful and guilty creatures; and that a divine Sa- 
viour was neceflary to redeem and feve us; The 
whole revelations of God to mankind from age 
to age, have informed us, thatofthe divine goodr 
nefs a Saviour .was provided for us, ai\d. that this 
Saviour was to be the Son of God. And the 
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fulfillment of all the prophecies given of the Son 
of God and Saviour of the world', in Chrift Jefus, 
and the glorious charadlers himfelf poffeffed, give 
every difcerning mind the fulleft and moft incqn^ 
teftable evidence,* that he is that illuftrious per«» 
fori, / 

But befi^e$ tljefe external proofs of Itsinei* i 
ccffity and trutb, Chciftianity carries mu6h in* 
ternal evidence of ^ts divinity,- and heceffity^ 
which, to all vt^ho attend to it, is nolefs demon- 
ftrative. Signatures of their divine author iarei 
ftampt deep upon all the vs^orks and wl^s.oF 
God ; and the more thefe works and way\&re - 
confidered, the more clearly do the divine iliind 
that -deiigned, and the hand that executed tfiem^ 
appear. The falvation of the human, and con- 
firmation of the moral world, by the perfoi^l 
conftitution and mediating offices of God's of|y 
begotten Son, like the glorious perfon who at- 
chieved them, are the chief of the ways of God* 
What but divine wifdom could have concerted . 
fuch a fcheme as the perfonal union of the 
Creator with his creatures ? A fcheme fo fuper- 
natural, that no mind lefs than divine could evei: 
have thought of it, and no power below omni- 
potence could have accomplifhed it : yet a fcheme^ 
which, by the. moft admirable accommodation of 
the means to its ends, difplays the divine wifdom* 
in the nobleft point of view, and which being cal- . 
culated to difplay the divine perfeftion, and exalf, 
improve, and confirm his ratjonal creation, tends, 
beyond anything we can conceive, toanfwet* 
the ends of the creation, and fo holds forth the 
great Creator to be its author and accomplifher.. 
The whole fcheme itfelf demonflHrates not only 
Its divinity, but its'neceffity alfo for the ends dc- 

* figned 
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' figned by it. If the union of God with our nature^ 

and his atonement for our fin, had not been ne- 

X ceffary to procure our redemption from eternal 

!* . ^ mifery, the Divine Word had never been made 

m flefh, and the Son of 0od had never died to pro- 

^j cure this redemption : or, did not the wifdo.m 

mfft ^f ^ heaven fee it proper by hm . to reconcile 

^mVff ^fj^j unite under one glorious |icad, the various 

•^i^ tribes *of Qod's rational emgire, Chrift, as God- 

. u/ martj had never been conilituted the head and 

' Lord of the creation. For Omnifcience can 

never err, nor can infinite wifdom do anything in 

vain. We weak, and often prejudiced mortals, 

whe know very little of the meafures.and ends of 

the Divine Government, are ready to judge of 

what we do not know, and condemn what we 

hav^ not confidered. But, whatever God does, 

we may be fure is done wifely, and well ^ and 

: the more we know of his great dcfigns, the more 

^ fliall we be convinced that every part of them is 

^ . necell'ary ; and that the whole is concerted in the 

moft perfect wifdom. 

But as this divine conftitution demonfirates its 

Qwn neceffity, foitnolefs difcovers. its fitnefs and" 

fuffidiency for the purpofes to be accompli (bed' 

by it.. What c^n more dignify the created Sons 

of God* than to have their natures united with that 

/ ^ of God in the perfon of his Son ? What can be 

a proper and effc(!lual atonement for our fins, 

^nd ranfom of our fouls,, if the blood of the Son. 

,. of God is- not? an atonement proper, being the 

1% blood of man i an atonement infinite, being the, 

J blood of a perfon who was alfo God, What can 

'• , fo mortify the pride of devils, as that men whonv 

they had ei^flaved and debafed by fin, fliould be 

^ ennobled above angels, by the aiTumption of their 

16 natuor 
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nature into the union with the Divinity, and that . 
redeemed by Meffiah's merits, we Ihould be 
exalted to fupply their places in the palace of 
heaven ; while thefe malignant beings, {hall be 
configned for ever to the prifon of hell ? What 
can more confirm the authority of the divine 
Jaws, than the obedience given to them by ^e 
fupreme Lawgiver himfeJf, in hugian nature f Or 
what can more eftablifh God's creation, in loyalty 
to their fovereign, and ' friendftiip with each, 
other, than the clofe alliance that is formed among 
the whole by the wonderful perfon, and con- 
firmed by the offices of his Son our Saviouf ? 
Thus Chriftianity carries its evidence of its divi- 
nity, necefBty and excellence in itfelf," Thefe 
^ are the fources of that faith, by which the bulk 
of Chriftiaos believe and embrace the Gofpel. 
By the Word of God, in which this fcheme is 
unfolded, and by the Spirit of God, by whom 
they are enabled rightly to apprehend it, they 
perceive its divinity aad excellence : from a fenfe 
of their perifhing condition, they are convinced of 
its rieccfljty and importance 5 and from its admi- 
' rable fitnefs and fufficiency for their complete 
falvation, they are brought to approve of it, and 
to fall in cordially with its gracious defign. This 
therefore ought to be the firft and the ferious con- 
cern of every human being : for this is the great 
duty of Chriftianity, and fiom this every duty we 
owe to the Son of God our Saviour mufl: naturally 
originate. We muft ftudy this glorious fcheme 
before we can know it j and be convinced of its 
truth and importance before we can believe and 
comply with it, for our falvation and happinefs. 
How careful then oilght we to be to know God 
and Jefus Chrift ? This of all /ubjedts of ftudy is 
• . ' the 
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the nobleft in icfelfyas it has the moft excellent of 
all beings for its obje£t. And it is infinitely the 
moft interefting to us, as being the foundation 
of our whole Chriftian duty in a compliance 
with the gofpel, and of our fupreme and eternal 
happinefs, in all the bleffings therein contained. 
This is what angels and fuperior beings deiire to 
took into, and-what the redeemed or confirmed 
creation fhall confider as the great fource of 
their dignity, and the beft fecurity of their ever- 
lafting happinefs, and fo contemplate it with high* 
eft pleafure and joy through eternal ages. This 
therefore ought to be the firft and chief ftudy of 
every individual of mankind, ^^ for this is life 
•* eternal, to know the only true God and Jefus 
" Chrift whom he hath fent," John xvii. 3. 

II. Let us be fupremely thankful to God and to 
his Son Jefus, for this unexampled eftabliihment 
4>f his grace for the redemption and falvation of 
our periibing world. 

' Every . blefling we derive from God, claims' 
our wanAeft gratitude and our higheft praife; 
and our obligation to thefe duties rifes in pro- 
portion to the greatnefs and importance of the 
benefits received. Of all the. bleffings God could 
beftow, or our guilty, perifhing world could re- 
ceive, the appointment of his Son as our Saviouv 
was the greateft and the beft. In creation he 
brought us from non-rcxifleuce into our prefent 
being. By redemption he brings us from a ftate 
worie than non-exiftence, even a ftate of fin 
and mifery, into a ftate of grace here and of 
glory. hereafter. .By the generous bounty of his 
providence,, he provides for the happinefs of this 
temporary life, that muft foon have an end. By 
the riches of bis grace, he provides for the hap- 
pinefs 
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pinefs of our immorUl fouls, and our imniorta* 
iized bodies in that life and world that ifaall endure 
for ever* The firft of tbefe benefits coft him 
but a word ; the fecond cofts him the common 
care of his general providence ; but our redemp* 
tion coft God the life of his Son, and the Son of 
God his life and blood. To procur« the re- 
demption of our guilty, and the falvation of our 
perilling world, God muft become God-man. 
The etermtl Word muft be born the Son of God 
ia the fulnefs of time^ that he might raife the 
children of men to become the Sons of God and 
heirs of heaven to eternity. The foverejgn of 
the univerfe muft be made under the law and be- 
come obedient unto death, that we bis rebellious 
fubje£ts might be redecmod from the curfe of the 
law, even death eternal ^ and be reftored to life 
and happinefs everlafting. What infinite and eter- 
nal gratitude then does our human world owe to 
the three-one God for this unexampled expreflioa 
of bis grace and love I What gratitude do 
we owe to the divine Father, who fo loved our 
world, as to give his only begotten Son, that 
whofoever believeth in him might not peri(h, but 
have everlafting life. He hath fent bis coe£en« 
tial Word, by whom be had created us and all 
things, to afiume our nature, and become our 
Redeemer. He bath made him who had been 
God from eternity, by uniting perfonally with 
haman nature in a moft wonderful generation, to' 
become the Son of God and man, tha( he might 
be Mediator betwixt them, and reconcile and ' 
unite them in eternal friendfhip. He hath not 
fpared this his Son, his only Son, but hath 
delivered him to the death for us all, that through. 

his 
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Ms atonement he might freely alfo give us all 
things. He hath exalted him to his own right 
hand, and invefted him with univerfal power in 
heaven and on earth, that he might effedually 
beftow upon us thefe^ bleflings of his purchafe. 
Thanks be nnto God for his unfpeakable gift, 
Bleffed bfc the God and Father of our ford 
Jefus Chi-ift, who hath begotten us again 

' to a lively hope, to the hope of an inhe*- 
ritance incorruptible, undefiied, and that fadeth 

* not away. What gratitude alfo do we owe to 
the blefled Spirit of God, who formed the human 
body of our divine Redeemer, by his Almighty 
power, who adorned his foul with every godlike 
perfedion of j^oodnefs and holtnefs, who aiSfted 
him in the difcharge of his offices for the pur- 
chafe of our falvation, enables us to comply with 
its offer, and feals to us every bleifing thi^ 
falvation contains. 

Efpecially what gratitude and praife do we owe 
to the Son of God, the glorious Emipanoel, for 
all that he is become, for all that he has done an^ 
fuffered, and for all that he has J)rocured for tht 
redemption and bappinefs of his brethren of man- 
kind ! Bleffed Saviour of the human race, wheh 
thou tookcft not hold of fallen angels, thou 
tookeft hold of periihing men to fave them, and 
became our kinfman, that thou mighteft be our 
Redeemer. Thou who waft God, and waft in 
the eflcnce and bofom of God, from eternitj^ 
humbledft thyfelf, by affuming our humanity into 
union with thy divinity, to dignify us j and 'that 
thou mighteft be mediator between God and 
man, thou becameft the Son of both. Thou 
fupprefledft thy glory for a while to exprefs thy 
gooidnefs, cameft down from thy • throne to thy 

footftool. 
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footftool, of the form of God tookeft the fafhidn 
of a man, and humbledft thyfelf to become obe- 
dient unto death, that thou mighteft redeem us 
from death and hell, and exalt us to heaven and 
eternal glory. Blefled Jefus, our God and 
our Saviour, how great has been thjr goodnefe 
to the children of men ! Thou broughteft us 
from nothing into being,^by. thy creating power : 
thou endowedft us with reaion,madeft us capable , 
of religion, and formedft us for immortality, of 
thy diftinguifhing goodnefs : and when by fin we 
had deflroyed ourfdves, thou didft purchafe our 
redemption by thy blood from every evil, and 
cur recovery to every happinefs, and thou reign- ' 
eft for evct o^n the throne of heaven, dignifying 
.our nature,. and giving'us every afllirance of that 
eternal falvation thou haft gracioufly procured for 
us. Great Redeemer, the whole creation owes 
thee much, owes thee their all, but none owes 
thee fo much as we. Let every human heart 
glow with the warmeft gratitude and love to thee 
for fuch unequalled love and compaffion to us, 
and let every mouth be filled with thy praife : 
** Salvation to him that fitteth on the throne, 
•* and unto the Lamb. Blefted be he that came 
<* in the name of the Lord to faveus, Hofanna to 
<< the Son of David," to the Son too of a greater 
than David, Hofanna in the higheft to the Son 
of God. ** Unto Jefus Chrift,' who is the 
*< faithful and true witnefe, the firft begotten 
" from thedead, and the prince of the kings of the 
*' earth. Unto him that loved us and wa&ed 
^' us from our fins in his own blood, and hath 
** made us kings and priefts. unto God and the 
** Father, to him be glory and dominion for 
<«^ ever and ever," Amtn. lUv, 1.5,6* 

IIL^s 
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m. As the proper confequence of our belief 
of this gracious conflitution of heaven, and the 
proper expreffion of our gratitude for it, we 
ought to accept of this Son' of Go4 as our Sa- 
viour, and comply, with this glorious eftablifli- 
ment for our complete falvation. , ■ * 

' This is the great and fundamental duty re- . J[* 
quired of mankind in the gofpel, and the capital ^*' 
jrcgard every man ought to perform* to the Sor^„ 
©f God, our Saviour and Lord. The funda- 
mental law of the Chriftian fcheme alike, wife and t ^^ 
jtift, is, that as the Son of God, by aiTuming 
creation into union with its Creator, hath done 
creation the higheft honour; and by his offices 
hath highly advanced their happinefs, fo all crea- 
tures, who would have the benefit of this gracious 
confiitution, muft pay every proper'regard to God's 
Son our Saviour, be conformed to his charad:er, 
and comply with the methods of his government 
for their perfe£^ion and happinefs. This obferva- 
tion holds as to every other province of the great 
empire of God, and of his Son Meffiah, fo particu^- 
larly as to our human world with which he is ef- 
pecially connected. His perfon and all his offices 
were ordained for our happinefs, and with the 
intention of thefe, muft we dutifully comply, if 
we would obtain' the honours and felicities' 
thereby defigned to us. As the Son of God is 
the purchafer, fo he is the natural and appointed 
difpenfer of the bleffings of bis pvirchafe ; but 
as Chrift and the benefits of his purchafe go 
together, we muft receive him as our Saviour, 
if we would have an intereft in his falvation.. 
As he is the bond of union, fo he is the 
medium of communicating every bleiSng fronx 

God 
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God to man: but we muft be united ta him^ 
if we would partake in thefe bleffings. ^ie is 
the head of life and influence to the churcb 
which is his body» and through him the divine 
. ipirit, righteoufhefs and life^^-afe conveyed to hia 
members ; but we muft be members of that life-' 
giving head before we ran partake of his influence 
and of life. He is the governor of the World, 
and the Saviour of his people, but we muft com— 
^fl^ ply with the laws of his government, and be-* 
^ come his real well-afFedVed fubjefis and people, 
before we can obtain the privileges of his king* 
dom. He is the Mediator of the better cove- 
DSLSity the ble£in&;s of which werQ all purchafed 
with his blood; but thofe only who comply with 
his covenant, can enjoy the tneflimable bleffii^a 
It contains. He of God bf came alfo the Son of. 
God by generation and aifumption of our .nature 
and Hkenefs, and the elder brother and head of 
the heaven- born family ; we of men muft by re- • 
generation after the divine image become the Sons 
of God, and the brethren of. the Son of God, 
that we may be' the members of his family and 
coheirs of his inheritance. He in ihort is Chrift 
Jefus, anointed by the divine Spirit to be the Sa* 
viour and Lord of the church. We muft be true 
Chriftians, anointed with the fame Spirit, and 
forined after the fame temper and charader with 
Chrift our mafter, by a thorough compliance with 
his religion and falvation, if we would have a 
faving intereft in the merits of Chrift, and obtain 
the bleflfmgs of Chriftians, which Chrift hath 
purchafed. 

Salvation is promifed fometimes to faith, fomc- 
times to repentance, fometimes to holinefs^ and 
Ibmetimes to obedience to God and to Chrift. 

But 
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But the great and general chara£kery of which 
all thefe are but the conflituent part9, and ta 
vrhich character falvation is annexed, is, that we be 
real Chriftians, the friends of Chrift by com- 
pliance with his gofpel) the brethren .of ChiiA 
fay conformity to his image in wtfdom and good- 
xiefs, piety and holinefs ; and the loyal fubjeds of 
his kingdom by a fincereand dutiful obedience to 
all his commands. A fpiritual or moral con^ 
formity to the Sdn of God by his Word and Spirit, 
in thofe who are capable of it, and by his Spirijt 
alone in thofe who are incapable or deftitute of 
the influence of his Word, is * the firft part 
of citr ^Ivation, and the natural and juft foun- ' 
4hition of aJl its other benefits* This applies to 
perfons of every age, and under every difpen«> 
fation ; and ought therefore to be the great con- 
cern of all whom the gofpel is revealed to, and 
who would have'' that blefied relation to the Son of 
God-, which alone can give us an intereft in the 
bleflings of his falvation*. For ^^ unleis a man be 
*' born again, fays our Saviour, born from above^, 
'^ born of tb& water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
** enter into the kingdom of God," John lii. 3, 5* 
And %s. St, Paul, " In Chrift Jefus neither 
'* circumcifion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
** cumcifion, but a new creatijire," which he af- 
fures us, every man muft be, who is truly ii^ 
Chrift, GaL vi. 15. 2 Cor. v. 17. The only be^ 
gotten. Son, who is heir to the heavenly mhe-r 
ritance, is the pattern or archetype, according to 
which all the created and renewed children of the 
family of God muft be formed ; and by con- 
formity to him, they become children with him 
of the fame family, and coheirs with him of th« 
heaveiily inheritance. He aflumed our nature ia 

generation 
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generation that he might become ouf kinfirianV 
Tind redeem the inheritance. But- vfe alfo rnuH 
be made partakers of his divine nature in regeno 
ration that the alliance may be compleated j and 
we may have a meetnefs through that image, and 
title through his merits to the kingdoni he hath 
purchafed. To begin the faving alliartce he came 
down, and partoobour flefh to contract union 
with the fon3^ of men*, that he might rai/e them 
to be fons alfo of' God ; but to complete the hap- 
py connexion, we muft be made partakers of 
his fpirit, and through his fpirit, partakers of 
jfil tern per and image begun- in grace, that we 
may partake every bleding of his grace CR 
earth, and completed in glory, that we may en- 
joy the bleflings of glory in heaven. 

This bleiled change, the foundation of real 
Chriftlanity, and the fourcc of our intereft in att 
>^ its benefits, is the effect of bur compliance with 
^^ his Gofpel in heart and life through the influence 
of his Blefled Spirit. By this we are at once 
transformed into the image,' and tranflated into 
the kingdom of God's dear Son, and .as children 
of God, and brethren of the Son of God, we 
become heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chrift. 
This is the eftabliflied editf^itution of heaven; 
equally calculated to do honour. to the Son of 
God, the author of our falvatjon, and to promote 
the happinefs of his pe6ple for whom that falva- 
tion was purchafed^ Compliance witlK Ais is 
the chief duty we owe, and muft through his 
grace perform, to the Kedeemer of our world, if 
we would wifli and hope to have the benefit 
of his redemption. And this as the whole 
' Chriftian conftitution indicates, fo erery part of 

its revehtion exprefsly declares. Thus when God 

prediScd 
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predided his Son-s veneration and birth into the 
i^orld, and his inflalment in his great offices far 
our iklvation; he fay^s, " Kifs the Son left he 
*' be angry and ye perifh from the way, ble/Ted 
'< are all they that truft in him," PfaL \L las 
And when he Kad exhibited him to the world* 
and announced his charafter, -faying, ** This is 
** my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed," 
he immediately adds what is our capital duty ia 
regard to him, *« Hear ye him," Matt, xvii, 5. 
Thus Ghrift when he fent forth his ambailadofs 
the apoftles to publifh bis falvation, and the 
gracious terms on which men were to receive the 
benefits of it, exprefsly declares, " He that be- 
" lievethand/is baptized, .(hall be faved, he that 
*' believethnot, Aall be damned," iW<7ri^Xvi. 16. 
And his apoftle therefore having aflured us, that 
^* this is the record of God, that God hath 
"given to us eternal life, and that this life is in 
- « his Son," inftantly fubjoins an account of the 
juft and eftabli(hed way in which weflxall obtain 
at, « He that hath the Son hath life. He that 
« hath not the Son of God* hath not life." 
1 Johnv. II, 12. 

How careful then .nought -every man to be, 
to whom this icheme of falvation is revealed ? 
ferioufly to confider its infinite inpportancei and 
firmly to believe, and cordially to comply with 
k. .Our etjBrnaliiappineis depends on the falva- 
tion of Chrift; our incereft in that falvation de- 
pends on oucbeing tru? Chriftian^, and. our be- 
ing true Chriftians depends upon ourTincere ap^ 
probation of, and hearty acquiefcence in the 
Chriftian fcheme. This to every human 
being, is his higheft intereft, and ought to 
be his great coaceni. Convinced of our Xin and 
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:g4iiit, and that without a Saviour we muftperifli 
. for ever ; convinced that there is no other name by 
which we can be faved, but the name of Chrift | 
convinced that we inuft receive him as our Sa- 
viour, and fall in with the gracious terms of his 
Gofpel, if we would obtain his falvatian ; and 
convinced c^ the unfpeakable happioefs weihall. 
thereupon enjov, we ought with immediate, 
and moft cordial afie(5^ion, by hispromifed Spirit, 
to comply with this eftablifhment of God for 
the (iilvation of mankind in its fuil extent. We 
ought to renounce all our^tns by immediate and 
'imfeigned repentance, refolved to return to God 
and to our duty, through his Son the Medjiator^ 
We ought to accept of Chrift as our Saviour*, 
with our whole heart and in his whole cbafader^ 
defirous to be reftored by his fpirit from fin to ho-« 
Ikiefe, and by his merits from guilt and condem* 
nation, to juftification and life ; ambitious of no- 
thing fo much as to be the children of God, and 
brethren of the Son of God, to be. taken under 
the guidance of his fpirit, 4md conducted fafe 
to his heavenly kingdom; -and xefolved by his 
grace to adhere to our illuftrious mafter in every 
Chriftian aiFe<S^ion, to form upon his chara&er, 
and obferve his laws. We ought nev<er to be fati^ 
fied with our knowledge of Chiiftianitv, how- 
ever enlarged, tHl we alfo belieye it* No faith 
in the Gofpel ought to fatisfy us, <for «one 
can fave us, but what produces a thorough 
compliance with it in heart and life. ^ And never 
^ught we to flatter ouffelves that we are fincere 
Ohriftia^s, who have^complicd with the Gofpel of 
Ohrift, and have that relation -to him, which 
"will give us an intereft in his falvation^ till weiind 
in our minds an habitual -belief and app robation 
of this^ gracious fcheme^ a fiiprcme love to our 
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GcmI who contrived, and to the Son of God who 

•executed it, and a real conCormity, through his 

. fpirit to his amiable chara6ler in the prevaih'ng 

temper of our mind, and tenor of ©ur life. For 

if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he 

is n^one of his. They only who embrace the re* 

ligion of Chrift, can obtain his falvation. They 

only who are fpiritually united to Chrift, by faith, 

love, and univerfal holinefs have fecurity of their 

eternal union, and communion with God, and 

of enjoying every blefling of his love and goodneft, 

IV. Having complied with his Gofpel, and 

• accepted the Son of God as our Saviour, we 

ought -to maintain and cultivate every worthy 

fentimcsit and dutiful afte£lion which we owe 

to him both in hia perfonal and official cha- 

rafler. 

Jeius, we hare fliewed, potTefles every n^Jtute 
divine ard created, and every character of great* 
iiefs and goodnefs, and ftands to us in all thofe 
relations of "our Creator, Preferver, and Re- 
deemer, that lay a foundation for every pioue 
and Chrift ian uBc&ion of which 'Our minds ate 
'-capable. Let our minds therefore ever entertaia 
^ thofe jvft and ciialted fentiments 6f his.perfon and 
offices, and our hearts all Ih'oTedevout^fledions to 
him he fo juftfy dcferves. J/Ct us not, with Arians 
aad Socinians, hold the Son of God, our Savi* 
oury to be but a more exahed creature when we 
have every evidence the word :of God can give us, 
that he is God the Creator. No/ let us, with 
Semi- Arians and others, hold him to be only a 
genemted Deity, and deprive him of fome iif 
the noUeft charadera of divinity, nece{fary*ex- 
iftence^ felf<extftence| and abfelute eternity, when 
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•all Scripture afcribes thefe perfe&ions to him a« 
like as to the Father, affirms their eflence to be 
one, and their perfection 6ne; a^d all reafon 
didates that whatever exifls in the oneilivine 
immutable eflence, and is coniubftantial with 
that eflence, muft be equally felf-exiflent, ne- 
ceflarily-exiftent, unorigitiated and eternal witli 
that divine eflence, or' any other perfonal fub- 
iiftehce into which it is difliinguifhed. In'op- 
|)ofition to thefe errors, which are fo contrary 
to every principie of Scripture and reafon, fo 
derogatory to the honour of the Great God, our 
Saviour, and which, have been fo. detrimental to 
his religion in -every age ; let us ever confider 
him, in his divine character, as the fecond per- 
fon of the co-^flential, co-equal .and co-eternal 
Trinity. In his complex pcrfon, let us view 
htm as the divine Wt)rd made flefh, the begotten 
Son of God, the bfightnefs of bis Father's 
glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon^^ 
the Creator of all things, as God ; and, 
as God-man, the Head and Lord of the crea- 
tion^ and the kinfman and Redeemer of his 
brethren of mankind. Let the devout fenti- 
ments of our mind and afledlioHs of our heart 
ever bear proportion to thefe juft notions we 
have of hiis perfon and 'charadter.' Let us vene- 
rate his- divine perfefiion, glory, and Ma- 
jefiy, as God over all, and blefled for ever, our 
almighty Creator, and our fovereign Lord. Let 
us admire the condefcenfions of his love to man- 
kind, who aflumed our nature into union with 
his divine perfon ; and, in that complex perfon, 
became the Son of God, and the Son ofMdn^that 
he might reconcile God and Man, and be the 
author and pledge of our eternal friendfliip. Let 
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Let us highly efteem him as the glorious Imma- 
iiuel, God, and the Son of Gdd, Man', and the 
Son of Man, the image of the mv,ifible God, 
the head and glory of the cfeatioi), pofleffing 
every excellent nature arid every perfeSion, of 
which thcfe natures are poflefled. Let "^ us love 
him with our whole foul, who, as God, called 
us from nothing into being, and who, as God- 
man, has recovered us from a ftate worfe than 
nothing, and will raife us to the highcft per- 
fe<£tion and happinefs, of which our natures are 
capabk. Let us ever reverence hini as oiir GctI, 
love him as our brother, regard him as our 
foVereign, and rejoice in him as our Saviour. Let 
us truft In him as the blefled Mediator, "through 
whom we have accefs to every bleffing of thte 
divine favour, and let us repdfe all our hopes of 
pardon of fin, acceptance with God, and life 
eternal, in his merits and mediation. Let us exult 
in hirti, as the everlafting bond of union and 
medium of communion, between God atid his 
creation, and of th6 rational creation one part 
with another, and triumph in the vidories he 
hath atchieved over all our enemies, and in 
the fecurity he h^th given us, in his perfon 
and oiiSces, of our Tmrnortal exiftence, peffeflion 
and happinefs. Chrijl poffefles every excellence 
that claims uhiverfal regard, and has done us 
every office that can excitcf our afFe£lion, gra- 
titude and love. That mind muft be blind 
indeed, which fees not his excellence, who 
unites every perfe£lion ; that heart mufl be hara, 
and deftitute of every ingenuous and noble prin- 
ciple, that feels not regard and good afFeftioh 
to the author of our being, our Redeemer from fin 
and death, and our Reftorer to life and hap- 
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pinefs everlaftine;. The Son of God is the per- 
fon whom aogels and fuperior beings efteem, 
admire and revere, and in whom God himfelf 
fupremely delights. Let man ever join in the gene* 
.ral good afFe&ion. Of all beings, we are the mod. 
indebted to him, and of all creatures we ought 
the moft to love him. All that we have and hope 
.are derived from him, and to him iA our beft af* 
fe£lions be confecrated* Let our minds be de« 
voted to his knowledge and faith, and our hearts 
to his reverence and love. Let us ever truft in 
him as our faithful friend, rejoice in. him as our 
God and Saviour, and long for the enjoyment of 
him, as our everlailing happinefs. I his is the 
nobleft exercife of our powers as we are men, 
aTid our eiTential and di(lin£tive character as 
Chriflians. . By thefe worthy (entiments and 
good affections to the Son of God, our Saviour, 
we perform the principal duties we owe to our 
Maker and Redeemer, and have the beft evi- 
dence that we are his genuine friends and 
fubjciSls, and that we (hall obtain every bleffing 
he will beftow upon his people. 

V. Let us exprefs thefe devout afiedlions to 
the So^ of God, our Saviour, by a ftedfaft pro- 
feflion of bis religion, and by a faithful perfor- 
ma ce of every a£k of religious worfliip, fo 
juftly due to him, and a fincere obedience to all 
his conrmands. 

Chriftia^nity, where it is genuine, muft ever be 
feated in the heart, but muft not be confined 
there. Our internal good affections to the Son 
of God, our Saviour, muft exert and exprefs 
themfelves in a dutiful profefSon of Chriftianity, 
and iii every aCt of religion and obedience to 
our divine Mafter, that is therein enjoined to us* 
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